
DECEMBER 2018 IN THIS ISSUE

• Operation Round Up grants awarded
• SAFETY@KEMELECTRIC.COM
• Student opportunities: Youth Tour and scholarships
• Apprenticeships lead to family sustaining jobs
• Meeting minutes … and more

May your homes — 
and hearts — be filled with 
warmth this holiday season.
Merry Christmas, and have a safe, 
prosperous and happy New Year, 
from the board of directors, 
co-general managers and staff at 
KEM Electric Cooperative.
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Agrowing trend where small 
businesses are making a 
comeback in an innovative 

way is the concept of being Rural 
OmniLocal, and many North 
Dakotans are capitalizing on it.

One of them is KEM Electric 
Cooperative member Melanie 
Jenner. She took the concept and is 
“rolling with it.”

Jenner, the owner of an online 
boutique called RodeoSL Boutique, 
has expanded her business with 
the addition of RodeoSL Mobile 
Boutique — a traveling store she and 
her husband built by converting a 
trailer into a store on wheels.

So what is Rural OmniLocal, 
you may ask? This term refers to 
small-town retailers using multiple 

channels to reach their customers. 
It is going beyond having an actual 
physical store, and using social media 
apps, e-commerce sites (think Etsy 
and Amazon), pop-up shops, and 
other creative customer engagement 
options to reach potential buyers.

This trend allows rural 
entrepreneurs the opportunity to 
bring their products, or even their 
entire store, to the customer’s town, 
their own home, or even their 
fingertips! Being able to shop from 
literally anywhere, at any time, and 
having an item delivered isn’t just 
beneficial to the consumer; it is to 
rural retailers, as well.

Jenner recognized the benefit of 
being open for business 24/7, and 
opened an online boutique in 2017.

“I had wanted to open my own 
boutique for a long time,” Jenner 
says. “I was at a fair with my 
Younique makeup business when 
I met Megan Heyne, the owner 
of Country Mom Addictions. She 
encouraged me to pursue my dream, 
so I did.”

Heyne said they discussed the 
legal and tax aspects of starting a 
business, and where to get product 
and what niche they were going to 
fill. They also established a motto of 
community over competition.

“I hadn’t even told my husband 

Rural retail: 
‘community over 
competition’
PHOTOS AND STORY BY LISA ROSSOW

Amber Rossow, left, and Melanie Jenner set up the traveling boutique.

RodeoSL stands 
for Rodeo Sashes 
and Lashes
• Rodeo: because of 

Jenner’s love of all things 
cowboy/western.

• Sashes: a tip of the hat 
to Jenner’s involvement 
in the Miss Rodeo Ashley 
Pageant.

• Lashes: signifying her 
love of makeup and her 
Younique business.
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when I first I started the online 
boutique,” Jenner said, adding she 
wanted to see how well it would go 
over before announcing her decision 
to her family. “It really started taking 
off, and I knew I had to buy more 
merchandise and would have to 
store it somewhere … so one day I 
said, ‘Honey (somewhat timidly), 
I started a boutique.’ And he said, 
‘You what?!’  (Then with a little 
more confidence) I said, ‘I started 
a boutique!’ and then I showed it 
to him.”

Melanie’s husband, Chris, 
says he is proud of her courage 
and entrepreneurship.

After seeing the success, and 
needing more space to store and 
display the merchandise, Melanie 
and Chris started making plans to 
renovate a vintage grainery into a 
brick and mortar store. But as they 
began digging into the project the 
couple knew they would not have it 
done by fall so they went with plan B: 
having a mobile store.

“Having a mobile boutique allows 
me more opportunities in rural 
retail,” Jenner says. “Being able to 
take the store to area rodeos and 
events, such as Ashley’s Octoberfest 
and Wishek’s Sauerkraut Days, gets 
my name out there, and people are 
able to try on the clothes before they 
buy and get a general feel of what 
RodeoSL boutique has to offer.”

Heyne agreed, adding independent 
businesses are able to bring in more 
unique styles, set affordable pricing, 
and offer a variety of sizes instead of 
small, medium and large.

“We both carry everything in small 
to 3X, and believe that size does not 
define you and it shouldn’t define the 
price,” Heyne says. 

Aside from clothing and jewelry, 
to make any woman feel like a rodeo 
queen, the RodeoSL Mobile Boutique 
has creative wine glasses, the popular 
CC beanies, purses, soaps, sunglasses, 
and even ponytail holders.

Amber Rossow says RodeoSL 
Boutique’s skinny jeans and ¾ sleeve 
raglan tops are her go-to items when 
shopping. 

In addition to the boutique, 
makeup business and being the 
chairman of the Miss Rodeo Ashley 
organization, Jenner works at the 
McIntosh County Star Tribune as the 
bookkeeper for Redhead Publishing. 
She also handles subscription 
renewals, graphic design and 
some photography.

Rediscovering her self-confidence, 
Jenner is perusing another dream. 
She is currently in a contest to win 
the chance to sing the National 
Anthem at this year’s NFR in Las 

Vegas, Nev.
To shop the RodeoSL 

mobile boutique online, visit 
www.rodeoslboutique.com. To shop 
the RodeoSL Boutique online visit 
www.rodeo slboutique.com or follow 
RodeoSl Boutique on Facebook. n

KEM member Melanie Jenner (right), started the business RodeoSL Mobile 
Boutique, after receiving guidance and support from friend and fellow business owner 
Megan Heyne. These ladies understand how money generated in local communities 
stays local, and may create future job opportunities and encourage economic 
development.
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KEM distributes local grants 
through Operation Round Up program

Operation Round Up is 
a voluntary program in 
which electric cooperative 

members round up their monthly 
utility bills to the nearest dollar 
and donate their change to local 
individuals, groups or charities with 
a specific need. The money pools 
and accumulates, and an elected 
board of co-op members reviews 
the grant applications that have 
been submitted and determines 
grant worthiness.

Members of the KEM Electric 
Cooperative Charitable Trust 
include Michael Knoll, chair; Susan 
Meidinger, vice chair; Susan Wald, 
secretary-treasurer; and Charley 
Cichy, Sherry Fettig, and Tami 
Naaden. In October, the board met 
to review grants. They distributed 
$1,000 among:

• Brandon and Jennifer 
Dockter, for assistance with 
medical and travel expenses. 
Their son, Callan, has 
Saggital Craniosynostosis.

• Hazelton Historical Society, 
for building repairs to fix 
damage sustained during a 
summer storm.

• Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library in Napoleon, for 25 
children to receive free books.

• Strasburg Senior Citizens 
Center, for building 
maintenance and repairs.

The next application deadline 
will be Dec. 31. The Operation 
Round Up board is scheduled to 
meet on Jan. 16, 2019.

Any person or group in the KEM 
Electric Cooperative service area may 
apply to receive an Operation Round 
Up grant. 

To request an application, 
call KEM at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673, or download the form 
at www.kemelectric.com (hover over 
My Community, Charitable Giving, 
and click on Operation Round Up 
Grant Application). n

Callan Dockter

The Strasburg Senior Citizens Center 
received an Operation Round Up grant 
for building repairs. Having a safe, 
clean, updated facility is appreciated by 
all who spend time there.

SAFETY@KEMELECTRIC.COM

KEM is an advocate of working safely. In fact, it is our way of life; the culture of your 
cooperative. We look out for the safety of ourselves and others — before, during and 
after work.

Did you know that members also play a key role in keeping our system safe? At times, 
you are our eyes in the sky and on the ground. Should you see a power line issue that may 
need KEM’s attention, please call the office or send us an email at safety@kemelectric.com 
with your concern. This correspondence should include the description of the location, 
your name and complete contact information, and a photo if possible. Working together 
helps ensure the safety of all!
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North Dakota Electric Cooperative

CHECK OUT THE ESSAYCONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com 

HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

JUNE 1521, 2019

1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., compliments of 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic monuments, museums 
and the U.S. Capitol.

3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

ESSAY QUESTION:
Electric cooperatives are member-owned and controlled. 
As a future member-owner of your cooperative, describe 
ways that smart technologies and social media might be 
used to communicate with young adults. How might they be 
used to increase awareness and interest in the many career 
opportunities with electric cooperatives?

TOP        REASONS 
TO ENTER THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND

AN ALLEXPENSEPAID TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or junior 
in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Lisa Rossow, KEM Electric, at the address 
listed below, or call 701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31, 2019. Emailed entries should be directed to 
lrossow@kemelectric.com, and hard-copy entries mailed to: 
Youth Tour Essay Contest, KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, 
Box 790, Linton, ND 58552-0790.

JUNE 1521, 2019
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Family owned business 
stands the test of time
PHOTOS AND STORY BY CARMEN DEVNEY

One local business gave guests 
the opportunity to customize 
their Christmas decorations 

by offering stained-glass art classes. 
Eve’s Floral & Gift Shop on Main 
Street in Ashley offered a series of 
classes in October, November and 
December, and participants could 
choose what to create. Projects ranged 
from angels, snowmen and nativity 
scenes to the America flag, windmills, 
ducks and more.

Eve’s Floral & Gift Shop is a family 
owned business. Started 35 years 
ago by Eva and Myron Schlepp, Eva 
had a talent for sewing dolls, bears 
and snowmen, and would make the 
products they sold. Myron’s interest 
was in the insurance business, so he 
started selling Schlepp’s Insurance 
out of their home. As interest in both 
businesses grew, they moved both to 
one building. Prior to Myron’s passing, 
the couple’s daughter, Brenda Meyer, 
bought Schlepp’s Insurance.

Eva continues to run the crafts and 
flower shop, and Brenda oversees 
the insurance aspect. Also crafty like 
her mother, she arranges flowers and 
teaches guests how to build stained-
glass projects.

Brenda provides the supplies 
and templates if guests need ideas. 
Participants can search on Pinterest 
or other sites, and bring their own 
designs, too. Prior to the classes, 
Brenda will cut scrap pieces of glass 
and number them to help the students 
with layout. Then, they choose and 
cut other pieces to fill in their artwork 
around the template.

Once the glass is cut and placed, it is 
glued and needs time to dry overnight. 
The next day, the projects is grouted 
and cleaned. Ribbon and lights can be 
added, making each project unique.

Brenda says there is quite an 
interest in stained-glass art. And 
thankfully, continued interest in the 
family business.

“There has been enough community 
support where it has stood the test of 
time,” she says.

Brenda’s daughter, Amanda, and 
granddaughters, little Eva and Alyssa, 
sometimes help at the store — making 
four generations of crafters at Eve’s 
Floral & Gift Shop.

To inquire about future classes, 
contact Brenda Meyer at 
meyerschlepp@drtel.net 
or 701-288-3320.

Brenda Meyer (left), was inspired to learn how to make stained glass by her 
neighbor, Wilbur Opp. She attended training in Aberdeen, S.D., and now teaches 
classes. She can teach about 10 participants at a time, and enjoys providing 
guidance and seeing the individual projects come to life.

Brenda Meyer (right) and her mother, 
Eva Schlepp, are the crafty team 
behind Eve’s Floral & Gift Shop in 
Ashley. Eva run the crafts and flower 
shop, and Brenda grows or orders 
flowers for arrangements, and teaches 
stained-art classes prior to the holidays. 
She also operates Schlepp’s Insurance.

At a class held in October, KEM Electric 
Cooperative member Pam Schnable 
made a penguin and was thrilled with 
the way it turned out. “I made it as a 
gift, but I’m not giving it away,” she says 
with a laugh. “It turned out really nice.”
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KEM Electric Cooperative is offering $6,000 in college 
scholarships to area students.

  KEM Electric Cooperative takes pride in assisting with 
the development of rural leadership through our scholarship 
program. We feel it’s important to help finance our local 
students’ educational journeys, and are offering college 
scholarships to area students. 

KEM Electric will award eight $500 scholarships to 
qualified applicants whose parent(s) or guardian(s) are 
members of the co-op. School representatives from Ashley, 
Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock (HMB), Kidder County, Linton, 
Napoleon, Strasburg, Wishek, and Zeeland high schools will 
select one graduating senior to receive the funds. 

Interested in applying? Students should contact their 
school counselor for deadline information. The schools will 
then forward each recipient’s name to KEM Electric.

Homeschool or GED scholarship available
The co-op will also award one $500 scholarship to a 

graduating senior who is attending homeschool or working 
toward a GED. The recipient must have parents who are 
members of our cooperative.

KEM Electric is also awarding one $1,000 scholarship 
sponsored by Basin Electric Power Cooperative

We will award the scholarship to a student who is already 
enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time graduate or 
undergraduate program. The student must attend an 

accredited two-year or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school. All post-secondary students 
who have parents/guardians who are members of 
KEM Electric are eligible to apply.

Luck of the Draw scholarships
KEM Electric will award one $500 Luck of the Draw 

scholarship to be drawn at our annual meeting on 
June 20, 2019, in Linton. All high school seniors who have 
parents/guardians that are members of KEM Electric are 
eligible for this scholarship. Students must attend our 
annual meeting with at least one parent, and will be required 
to RSVP for the meeting. See website listed below for 
RSVP form.

Download the applications at www.kemelectric.com. 
Forms are also available at our office in Linton. 

Fill out our online application or mail paper applications to: 

KEM Electric Cooperative
Attn: Lisa Rossow 
107 S. Broadway

P.O. Box 790 
Linton ND 58552 

Return completed applications before Feb. 8, 2019.

SCHOLARSHIPSCHOLARSHIP
opportunities

SCHOLARSHIP
Cooperative offers
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DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ...................................................................Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Board meeting
highlights:

Oct. 30, 2018
• Approved the 

September regular board 
meeting minutes.

• Approved a work order 
inventory and special 
equipment summary.

• Approved capital credit 
refunds to estates.

• Heard department 
updates/Innovative 
Energy Alliance 
Cooperative updates

• Reviewed and accepted 
the September 
fi nancial reports.

• Reviewed the 2019 
preliminary budget.

• Approved the Articles 
of Association for the 
Maintenance Solutions 
Cooperative (reviewed 
the Bylaws & Contract 
for Services).

• Held Executive Session.

Set the next regular board meeting 
for Nov. 27 at 9:30 a.m. at KEM 
Electric in Linton, N.D. 

KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.

Holiday closings
Our entire organization wishes our member-owners a very Merry Christmas, 

and a safe and Happy New Year! In observance of the holidays 
in December and January, KEM will be closed:

Monday, Dec. 24, and Tuesday, Dec. 25, for Christmas 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019, for New Year’s Day

Members: Line crews will be available in case of an electrical emergency outage.

Apprenticeships lead 
to family sustaining jobs

KEM Electric Cooperative 
celebrated the fourth-annual 
National Apprenticeship 

Week Nov. 12 to 16. Apprenticeships 
provide demand-driven education, 
allowing apprentices to earn while 
they learn – helping to close the gap 
between the skills job creators seek 
and job seekers need.

National Apprenticeship Week 
provides an opportunity to spotlight 
how apprenticeships can help 
Americans learn the skills they need 
for success in today’s workplace. 
By increasing the number of 
apprenticeships, more Americans 
will be on the path to family 
sustaining jobs.

KEM is proud to highlight 
employees Tyler Jacob and 

Dillon Steinolfson, who are doing 
lineworker apprenticeships. Jacob 
works out of Linton headquarters, 
and Dillon works out of the Steele 
service center. 

We thank all the apprentices 
out there who are helping electric 
cooperatives provide safe, reliable 
and affordable electric service. n

Dillon
Steinolfson

Tyler 
Jacob 
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