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• Celebrate Co-op Month on Oct. 28 in Linton 
• Farm equipment is on the move; power lines and 

poles may be closer than you think
• Apply now for the 2020 Youth Tour
• Pole testing underway
• Meeting minutes and more 
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In October, cooperatives and communities 
celebrate National Co-op Month

Participating in Dairy and Ag Day in 
Linton and Ag Safety Day in Steele 
is one way KEM Electric Cooperative 
maintains a close connection to 
community. In this month’s local pages, 
learn why Co-op Month is all about YOU, 
our member-owners.

Future Lineman Jaiden Millage
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We are KEM 
Electric Cooperative

With headquarters in 
Linton and a service 
center in Steele, KEM 

Electric Cooperative is one of 16 
distribution cooperatives in North 
Dakota that delivers retail electricity 
to about 250,000 North Dakotans 
through 196,000 meters. We also have 
transmission responsibilities.

KEM Electric provides safe, reliable 
and affordable electric service to 
members in Kidder, Logan, Emmons, 
McIntosh and Burleigh Counties. We 
currently serve about 2,190 members 
and provide electricity to nearly 3,890 
meters. That power is supplied by 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative and 
Western Area Power Administration.

Your electric cooperative was 
started 75 years ago by friends and 
neighbors who worked together to 
energize their future. They pooled 
their $5 investments to help bring 
power to our rural communities … 
not to make a profit, but to provide a 
vital service. 

Decades ago, members needed 
electricity to heat their homes, light 
their barns, pump water, make farm 
and household chores less labor-
intensive — and ultimately make 
living in North Dakota a bit easier.

Today, most of us don’t think 
about the conveniences our ancestors 
only dreamed could make their 

lives easier. Unless Mother Nature 
damages the power system with a 
strong wind or wet snow, for the 
most part, our members can flip 
a switch and expect to have lights 
and heat.

Members’ expectations and needs 
continue to evolve, and KEM Electric 
is just as relevant today as we were 
75 years ago. From powering fans 

in grain bins and home security 
systems, to smart thermostats, TVs, 
tablets and more, electricity is just as 
important today in how we use it to 
make our lives easier.

When you use energy, you are a 
consumer. When you pay your bill 
to a cooperative, you are a member 
because you are an owner. Do you 
understand the significance?

‘BY THE COMMUNITY,  
FOR THE COMMUNITY’
October is National Co-op Month 
… a time when cooperatives 
across the state and nation 
celebrate who we are and who we 
serve — our member-owners.
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Journeyman Lineman Austin Ohlhauser

‘BY THE COMMUNITY,  
FOR THE COMMUNITY’

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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• Members have voting rights; 
one member, one vote. KEM 
Electric is governed by seven 
members who serve as directors 
of the cooperative. They make 
decisions locally that best serve 
our area. They set the rates, 
approve construction plans, 
analyze future electric demand 
and power supply, research 
trends and technology, and 
evaluate the ever-changing 
needs of the membership and 
how KEM Electric can continue 
meeting those needs. Each year 
during the annual meeting, 
members can campaign for a 
seat on the board, or vote for 
fellow members seeking a seat 
on the board.

• Members earn capital credits. 
KEM Electric is a nonprofit 
business that is designed to 
operate at cost. We annually 
“allocate” to each member the 
operating revenue remaining 
at the end of the year, based 
upon the member’s amount of 
electricity purchased. Later, at 
the discretion of the board and 
as financial conditions permit, 
these allocated amounts — 
capital credits — are retired. 
Capital credits reflect the 
ownership in, and contribution 
of capital to, the cooperative.

• Members can take advantage 
of programs the cooperative 
offers to enrich the lives of 
those who live in our service 
area. KEM Electric members 
may qualify for grants through 
the Rural Development Finance 
Corporation, to be used for 
community-based projects. 
Last fall, the Kidder County 
Ambulance received an RDFC 
grant for a Stryker Power Load 
Ambulance Cot.

If members have a one-time 
need, they may also apply for an 
Operation Round Up grant. Some 

recent grant recipients included the 
Wishek Senior Center and Food 
Pantry, Kidder County Sportsman’s 
Association and Linton Chamber 
of Commerce. 

KEM Electric also takes pride in 
assisting with youth development, 
and offers student scholarships and 
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour 
to the dependents of our member-
owners.

Another feature that sets our co-op 
apart from a traditional utility is one 
of our core principles, “Commitment 
to Community.” We participate in 
community parades, Farm Safety Day 
and Brave the Shave, to name a few.

Our close connection to the 
community ensures we get a 
firsthand perspective on local 
priorities. This enables us to make 
more informed decisions on long-
term investments.

Our employees live and work in 
the communities we serve, and we 
share some of the same hardships 
and goals.

Now that you better understand 
your membership and the 
cooperative difference, we hope you 
will think of KEM Electric as more 
than your energy provider. 

We are KEM Electric Cooperative, 
and we were built by the community, 
for the community. 

Let’s celebrate National Co-op 
Month together! We are proud to 
work alongside our members to 
support our community, power 
economic development and foster 
prosperity for the people we serve. n

Service Dispatcher Marcy Sanders (left) and Data/Communications Analyst 
Lisa Rossow representing KEM at Dairy and Ag Day.

Journeyman Lineman Matt Craven
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Look up and look arounD
power lines and poles may be closer than you think

For your safety, make sure you have at 
least 10 feet of clearance between power 
lines and your combines, grain augers, 
balers and front-end loaders.

Farming equipment is vulnerable to 
hitting power lines because of its large 
size, height and extensions. Newer, larger 
equipment is especially at risk. 

Look for low-hanging lines when you 
enter and leave a fi eld. 

Keep in mind that uneven ground and 

shifting soil conditions can put you in 
harm’s way.

If your equipment does make contact with 
a power line, do not leave the cab. Call 911, 
tell others to stay away, and wait for help.

If you are a KEM Electric Cooperative 
member and you see a power line issue that 
may need attention, call KEM at 701-254-
4666 or email safety@kemelectric.com.

Your safety matters. Working together 
helps ensure the safety of all!

What if you contact 
a power line?

Imagine that you are driving a combine to 
the fi eld when things come to a screeching 
halt. You look back to see what’s stopping 
you, only to discover that you’re tangled in 
an overhead power line! What do you do? 
• First, DON’T climb out. If your equipment 

does contact a power line, stay in the 
cab and call for help. Warn others to 
stay away and wait until the electric 
cooperative arrives. Most utility lines are 
uninsulated, bare wires. Do not let your 
body become a direct link between the 
power line and the ground.

• If you must leave the combine due to 
immediate danger, such as a fi re, jump 
as far away as you can, making sure that 
no part of your body touches the combine 
and the ground at the same time. Land 
with both feet together and hop or 
shuffl e your feet a few inches at a time, 
making sure to never break contact with 
the ground or cause separation between 
your feet.

• Once you’re off the combine, do not go 
back until KEM Electric Cooperative 
disconnects the power line.

Farm equipment 
is on the move

Tuesday, Oct. 29 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Knoephla, kraut, sausage and kuchen will be served in honor 
of October is National Cooperative Month. We look forward 
to seeing you at Knights of Columbus Hall in Linton!

You’re invited!
KEM Electric Cooperative's 
Local Co-op Month Celebration

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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CHECK OUT THE ESSAY CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com 

ESSAY QUESTION:
If chosen as a Youth Tour delegate, you will travel to 
Washington, D.C., to experience and learn about America’s rich 
history. What moment in American history do you wish you had 
been a part of and what would you have contributed?

AN ALLEXPENSEPAID TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, 
you must be a sophomore or junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Lisa Rossow at KEM Electric at 
701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31, 2020. You can email entries to Lisa Rossow 
at lrossow@kemelectric.com or mail a hard copy to: Youth Tour 
Essay Contest, KEM Electric, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, Linton, ND 
58552-0790.

Win the Trip 
of a Lifetime!

JUNE 20 TO 26, 2020

HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., compliments of 
KEM Electric Cooperative

2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic monuments, 
museums and the U.S. Capitol

3. A learning experience you’ll never forget

TO ENTER THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST

TOP        REASONS 3

North Dakota Electric Cooperative
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ohn Gross was the third child 
among a total of 16 siblings. His 
great grandparents emigrated 
from Russia and settled in 

Napoleon. At 94 years old, he 
fought in World War II and was 
named a “cultural treasure” for 
his work teaching folk music by 
Governor Doug Burgum. He grew 
up speaking German, with some 
Russian intermixed, and told the 
story of how North Dakota’s German 
Russians arrived.

Germans from Russia were 
primarily farmers who were invited 
to Russia to tame wild lands. They 
were promised exemption from 
military service, but the Czar later 
reneged. After a series of famines, 
Germans began leaving Russia and 
followed the promise of free land in 
the Upper Midwest.

From Eureka, South Dakota, 
German Russians migrated north 
as far as the train tracks could take 
them, and settled in central North 
Dakota. They gathered in tightly 
knit ethnic German communities: 
Catholics in Emmons and Logan 
counties, Lutherans in McIntosh and 
eastern Logan counties, and turned 
the prairies into profitable farms 
and ranches.

They first arrived in sheepskin 
coats, high Russian boots, and 
flowery head shawls, and although 
the wardrobe has changed, German-
Russian dialects and strong 
musical traditions still exist. Songs 

such as “Wir sitzen so Froehlich 
beisammen” or “We’re Sitting 
Together So Happily,” contain 
special meaning for North Dakota’s 
German Russians as it recalls their 
ancestors’ emigration to Russia 
following the devastating Napoleonic 
invasions of Europe, according to 
NDSU’s Germans from Russian 
Heritage Collection.

Gross spoke German first, but 
curse words were the Russian 
language’s domain, he said jokingly. 
He learned the old folk songs from 
his father, a farmer and the church 
organist. Singing in the German 
tongue appears to Gross a comfort, a 
way to express happiness and sorrow.

During World War II Germans 
from Russia were considered traitors, 
he said.

“It didn’t take long for someone to 
call me a Nazi,” Gross said. “My dad 
thought the Germans could do no 
wrong, but I didn’t think like that.”

Secret agents scoured the area, and 
he heard stories of at least two people 
who were arrested for sympathy to 
the Nazi cause.

Gross went on to fight in the 
Philippine Islands, returned to 
Napoleon and became a master 
teacher to more than 10 apprentices 
interested in learning the old folk 
songs. The apprenticeships were 
granted through the North Dakota 
Council on the Arts.

Some of Gross’s songs have never 
been written down on paper, but 

have continued for hundreds of years 
through word of mouth.

“The accordion was more popular 
with Germans in Russia,” Gross 
said. “When there is a wedding and 
there is an accordion playing, you 
can be pretty sure that guy has a 
German background.”

As a child his family didn’t have 
radios or televisions, so a few sips 
of homemade schnapps around 
the kitchen table almost always led 
to songs.

“They would have a few drinks, 
then one guy would say…” He rattled 
off a phrase in German. “Someone 
would call for a song.”

Birthday celebrations weren’t 
important growing up in German 
Russian country, he said.

“Every dog has a birthday, but not 
a Name Day,” Gross said. “Name 
Days were important, usually a 
lot of people would come. In our 
community when you were baptized 
you were given a Catholic name. 
My mom would make something, 
and my dad would make some 
whiskey and people would have a few 

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Editor’s note: As we reflect on KEM’s 75th milestone anniversary, 
we’d like to highlight some former co-op members who remember the 
day the lights first came on. In this issue and the next, learn about 
their German-Russian heritage, and how music helped many people, 
including John Gross, celebrate good times and cope with hard times.

‘AND THEN THE PEOPLE 
WOULD SING’
BY C.S. HAGEN; PUBLISHED BY HIGH PLAINS READER MAGAZINE 
AND PRINTED WITH PERMISSION
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Now 94 years old, John Gross still 
plays a Q-chord.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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John Gross was living on his 
father’s farm northeast of 
Napoleon when KEM Electric 

Cooperative started holding 
informational meetings and 
proposing to bring electric service 
to the counties of Kidder, Emmons, 
McIntosh, Logan and parts of 
Burleigh. John says at the time, many 
people thought it wasn’t possible.

“People just up and left the farm, 
and walked away, because it was 
tough living out there with no lights, 
no electricity,” he says. “Some people 
would not sign up for it; they said 
it was too dangerous. We could see 
it worked for the city, but being on 
a farm, people were far apart. We 
thought it would never work.”

John remembers the day KEM 
employees came to the yard, and dug 
the hole for the pole.

“We wired the minimum and said, 
‘That’s enough.’ We put one outlet 

in the house. What more would you 
need?” He thought they might use it 
for a coffeemaker down the road.

John went to that first co-op 
annual meeting. His uncle, Joe 
Vetter, was one of the original board 
of directors. He had a lot of faith in 
his uncle, and when he was told to 
be there, he went. At that meeting, 
John won a door prize — a toaster. It 
didn’t take him long to realize he was 
going to want more than one outlet 
in the house.

Attending the annual meeting 
was very important to John, and his 
relatives and neighbors. 

“We dropped everything on the 
farm; even if we had some important 
seeding to do. We had to go to the 
annual meeting; it was like a holiday 
for us. After it was over, we had to 
drive home and get to the field. But 
we could not miss a KEM Electric 
annual meeting,” he says.

One year, he tried to earn a seat on 
the board of directors. He gathered 
the required signatures for the 
petition and submitted. One of his 
brothers, Matt, decided to run for the 
same board seat. He went out and 
gathered signatures, and ultimately 
both names appeared on the ballot. 
John recalls the votes were split, and 
neither was elected to the position.

“I couldn’t be mad about it, but,” 
he stops to laugh. “My dad was 
disappointed, too.”

Reflecting on how electricity 
changed John’s way of life, he says 
it was amazing to learn that farmers 
could live like the city people did. 
“Oh my goodness, it changed 
everything,” he says. “It was more 
fun to live on a farm.”

Thank you, John, for visiting with 
us and sharing your memories. n

schnapps – like this.”
He imitated a short sip with 

his hand.
“And then the people would sing.”
Gross never learned the accordion; 

he plays a Q-chord. Ninety years 

ago his family was too poor to 
buy him the instrument, he said. 
His voice is gravelly with age, but 
soothing as he sings one folk song 
after another. Some of the tunes are 
vaguely familiar. His eyes pool with 

tears as he sings his favorite song, 
“Ich Bin Ein Farmer Buh,” or “I am a 
Farmer Boy.”

When finished, he cleared his 
throat, and began a song about losing 
a sock. n

Governor Doug Burgum 
selected the recipients of 
the 2019 Governor’s Awards 

for the Arts. John Gross, Napoleon, 
was bestowed the Cultural Treasure 
award. In March, Gross and other 
recipients were honored at an awards 
reception and ceremony at the N.D. 
Heritage Center and State Museum 
in Bismarck. 

The Governor’s Awards for the 
Arts were established in 1977 as 
a way of recognizing individuals 
and organizations that have made 
outstanding contributions to the 
arts throughout the state. Recipients 
are chosen for their efforts to 
expand arts opportunities to new 
audiences, create an appreciation 
for North Dakota’s cultural heritage, 

and make the arts more central to 
education and an integral part of 
community life as well as on their 
length of service within the state. 
The nomination categories are Arts 
in Education, Arts Organization, 
Cultural Treasure (new this year), 
Individual Achievement, and Private 
Business. n

John Gross selected as  
2019 Governor’s Awards for the Arts recipient

The day the lights came on
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Dean Hummel, Vice Chairman ..............................................................Hague
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Carmen Essig, Director ...............................................................................Lehr
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: info@kemelectric.com

KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
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Board meeting highlights: Aug. 20, 2019
• Approved the July 23, 2019, regular meeting minutes

• Approved documents pertaining to capital credits 
and a special equipment summary

• Heard the Co-General Managers/CEOs report, 
and updates on meetings they attended

• Approved the Innovative Energy Alliance (IEA) 
Cooperative budget

• Heard an update from guest Josh Kramer on the 
building remodel at the N.D. Association of 
Rural Electric Cooperatives

• Assigned voting delegates for NRECA Region 6 meeting

• Approved the CoBank Nominating Committee

• Approved the 2020 board meeting schedule

• Scheduled the KEM annual meeting on June 18, 2020, 
to be held in Napoleon

• Discussed attendance for the Mid-West Electric 
Consumers Association meeting

• Reviewed and accepted the July fi nancial report 

• Reviewed senior staff department reports

• Discussed a CoBank match for donations

• Held Voucher Review

• Discussed an issue with grain bins located 
too close to a power line

• Set the next regular Board meeting for Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, 2019, at KEM headquarters in Linton

• Held another Executive Session

• Adjourned

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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