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Happ y Holidays!
KEM Electric Cooperative 
wishes you and your family 
a wonderful holiday filled 
with joy and a prosperous 
new year!
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IT’S NEW AND IMPROVED!

We’ve updated our website and invite you to visit! 
Visit KEM Electric Cooperative’s new website at 

www.kemelectric.com.
WELCOME!

KEM Electric is proud to be a Touchstone Energy® Cooperative. KEM Electric has joined other Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives across the country all of which have a common commitment to provide superior and responsive 
service to our members. We pledge to operate with integrity, customer accountability, innovation and commitment 
to community. 

KEM Electric Cooperative's mission is to dedicate ourselves to providing safe, reliable energy and services that 
support and unite our members. With the recent rate increases and today's economy, we understand that every 
penny counts. That's why KEM Electric Cooperative and more than 690 other Touchstone Energy Cooperatives in 
46 states across the country are working with their members to help them use energy more effectively and 
effi ciently through a new campaign called “Touchstone, We Save.”

Browse the website to fi nd:
• Information about the different methods to pay your bill, and links to make it easy to pay online
• A link to YouTube videos from the North Dakota Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives
• Information about saving energy, with www.togetherwesave.com, and videos about saving energy
• Details about products and services offered by KEM Electric Cooperative
• Information about the Youth Tour and scholarship programs offered by KEM Electric
• And lots more!

ALSO, BE SURE TO VISIT KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ON FACEBOOK!
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The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has determined 
the utility industry should 

be doing more to reduce carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions into the 
atmosphere, so it has created a 
federal plan to speed the process. 
It will come at the expense of 
consumers at the end of the line — 
including the member-owners of 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

The EPA’s Clean Power Plan 
initially proposed an overall 
11-percent reduction of CO2 
emissions in North Dakota from 2005 
levels by 2030. But when the final rule 
was published in the Federal Register 
on Oct. 23, the EPA had kicked that 
number up to a 45-percent reduction 
over that same time period.

To the electric cooperatives in 
North Dakota, reducing emissions 
by 11 percent sounded challenging, 
yet achievable. Given today’s current 
technology and short timeframe, 45 
percent will be next to impossible. 
If this ruling remains as is, it will 
have significant impacts on our 
membership, communities, state,  
and rural America as a whole.

North Dakota’s electric 
cooperatives have always considered 
ourselves good stewards of the 
environment. For many years now, 
we have been retrofitting coal-based 
power plants, restoring land to its 
original habitat through reclamation, 
and developing renewable-energy 
resources — all while meeting 
or exceeding environmental 
requirements. We have taken these 
steps to provide our member-owners 
with affordable and reliable electric 
service, which has become one of the 

foundational lifelines to our society. 
The EPA’s plan puts that in jeopardy.

Electric cooperatives are heavily 
invested in coal-based generation 
for good reason: At the time that 
we knew we had to build more 
generation to meet increasing 
demand for power in the 1970s, the 
nation was operating under the Fuel 
Use Act. This Act made it illegal to 
use natural gas for power generation, 
virtually forcing power companies to 
use coal as the primary source of fuel.

It was not hard to follow the law. 
North Dakota is blessed with the two 
abundant natural resources required 
to produce affordable electric power: 
lignite coal (used as fuel) and water 
(which creates the steam to spin the 
turbines). From 1963 through 1985, 
North Dakota’s electric cooperative 
members invested some $5 billion 
to build about 3,500 megawatts of 
coal-based generation that provides 
dependable, affordable electric 
power to millions of people in the 
Great Plains (roughly 55 percent 
of the electric power generated in 
North Dakota is shipped outside 
our borders). While North Dakota-
based generation cooperatives 
have invested in renewable energy, 
renewable generation constructed 
prior to 2013 does not count 
toward North Dakota’s carbon-
reduction goals.

Some of you may be thinking, 
“We want cleaner air. We want to do 
what’s right for the environment.” 
Electric cooperatives care about 
the environment, too. That’s why 
our power providers have spent a 
tremendous amount of money on 
mercury controls, sulfur controls 

and air-particulate controls, to 
protect our water and air. You may 
remember the issue of “regional 
haze,” in which the idea was to reduce 
carbon monoxide and air particulates 
in order to improve visibility. The 
Clean Power Plan is a very different 
issue. It deals with carbon dioxide 
— not carbon monoxide. There 
is no viable solution for CO2. The 
improvements the EPA wants made 
will have no noticeable impact on our 
air quality.

Our state’s response to the Clean 
Power Plan is following two tracks: 
implementation and litigation. The 
N.D. Department of Health is taxed 
with developing an implementation 
plan. Before year’s end, Attorney 
General Wayne Stenehjem said 
the state will also file suit in the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Washington, D.C., to seek a stay in 
the rule. Collectively, 26 states are 
opposing this rule.

This region’s coal-based power 
plants are some of the cleanest, 
most reliable, and best operated and 
maintained facilities in the world. 
Because we believe in being good 
stewards of the environment, North 
Dakota’s electric cooperatives will 
continue to invest in technology to 
make these plants even cleaner. Coal 
must remain in the mix, if we are to 
have affordable and reliable energy.

The current plan is unaffordable, 
and may cause significant rate 
increases for our member-owners. To 
make it attainable, we need realistic 
goals, and technology and time.

We’ll keep you updated on this 
important issue as events unfold. n

Franklund Baumgartner

If left unchanged, the Clean 
Power Plan may have a significant 
impact on our member-owners
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KEM Electric 
Cooperative strongly 
believes in the future 

of area students. To help 
students prepare for their future 
journeys, the cooperative will 
award two college scholarships 
for the 2016-2017 school year, 
one in the amount of $1,000 
and one in the amount of $500.

“We believe these scholarships 
are important to help students 
pursue an education and 
become great leaders for our 
state,” says KEM Electric 
Cooperative Co-General 
Manager Chris Baumgartner.

Applications have been 
distributed to area schools or 
you may request an application 
from KEM Electric Cooperative. 
You may also visit KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s website 
at www.kemelectric.com, where 
you’ll find more information 
and an application. Click on 
the “Community” section of 
the website.

What is it?
The scholarship program, 

designed to encourage and 
recognize the achievements 
of children of cooperative 
members, is administered by 
KEM Electric Cooperative. 
To qualify, students must be 
enrolled or planning to enroll 
in a full-time undergraduate or 
graduate course of study at an 
accredited two-year or four-year 
college, university or technical 
school. They must be U.S. 
citizens and be dependents of 
cooperative members.

Scholarship recipients are 
selected based on academic 
record, honors, work experience, 
potential to succeed, leadership, 
and participation in school and 
community activities.

The $1,000 college 
scholarship is made possible 
by the cooperative’s power 
supplier, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative. Basin Electric will 
fund 180 such scholarships 
this year.

What are the criteria 
to apply?

Recipients will be chosen on 
a combination of SAT/ACT 
scores and overall grade point 
average, activities, achievements 
and honors, work experience, 
a personal statement of career 
goals and aspirations, and a 
written recommendation from a 
high school or college counselor 
or advisor, instructor or work 
supervisor who knows the 
student well.

Completed applications must 
be received in the cooperative 
office no later than Feb. 12, 
2016. Applications can be 
brought to the KEM Electric 
Cooperative office or mailed to: 
KEM Electric Cooperative, P.O. 
Box 790, Linton, ND 58552.

Any questions regarding 
the scholarships may be 
directed to KEM Electric 
Cooperative at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673. n

Hey students!
KEM Electric offers scholarships
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CHECK OUT THE ESSAY-CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com and www.youthtour.coop 

JUNE 11 to 17, 2016

TOP 3 REASONS TO ENTER 
THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST
1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., 

compliments of KEM Electric Cooperative.
2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic 

monuments, museums and the U.S. Capitol.
3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore 
or junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have questions, contact Kirk Praus, KEM Electric, at the address listed 
below, or call 701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 29, 2016. Emailed entries should be directed to 
kpraus@kemelectric.com, and hard-copy entries mailed to: Youth Tour Essay 
Contest, KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, Linton, ND 
58552-0790.

ESSAY QUESTION:
“Pick one of the four Touchstone Energy® core values ― 
innovation, integrity, accountability and commitment to 
community ― and describe how you see this in action 
at KEM Electric Cooperative.”

HIGH SCHOOL 
SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND WIN A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

An all-expense-paid trip to WASHINGTON, D.C.

Find out why you should 
write an essay for the 

2016 Youth Tour. 
Visit www.youtube.com/ndarec

Travis Anderson
North Dakota Youth Leadership 

Council delegate
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Half of home Christmas tree fi res occur between 
Dec. 22 and Jan. 5.

Electrical failures or malfunctions are a factor in 
1/3 of all Christmas tree fi res.

Oh Christmas tree, Oh Christmas tree,
Much hazards do you bring thee!

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), U.S. fi re departments respond to an 
average of 230 home fi res that start with Christmas trees each year. Whether you’re pining for pine, 
fervent for fi r or even if you’re ardently artifi cial, Christmas tree fi res can be avoided by following 
some simple safety tips.
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The winter nights lit 
with shining stars 
and shimmering 
snowmen. 
Friends and 
families gathering 
for holiday 
celebrations. 
With all the 
festivities, it may 
seem impossible 
to be frugal this 
holiday season. 
But with these 
energy-saving tips 
from KEM Electric 
Cooperative, it is 
possible to both 
celebrate and save 
money.

Lighting the holidays
• Replace your old holiday lights with 

light-emitting diode (LED) light strings.
Those old incandescent holiday lights you have 

been putting up forever are terribly inefficient, 
and despite careful storage, often emerge only 
halfway lit with many being tossed into landfills. 

Instead, save a bundle by replacing them 
with Energy Star-qualified LED light strands. In 
addition to using 70 percent less energy than 
traditional bulbs, they’re brighter and safer, as 
they are much cooler than incandescent lights. 
In addition, they are easier to install – up to 24 
strings of  LEDs can be connected end-to-end 
without overloading a wall socket. 

They last 10 times longer, have no filaments 
or glass to break, and costs are similar to the 
age-old standard. If  you prefer white lights with 
the look of  incandescent lights, look for “warm” 
white on the label.
• Plug your indoor and outdoor lighting 

displays into a timer set to run during the 
earlier evening hours. If  you don’t use a 
timer, be sure to unplug your lights when you 
go to sleep or leave home.

Entertaining
• Cook as many dishes as possible in your 

microwave over the holidays. Because 
microwaves cook food so quickly, the typical 
model uses as much as 75 percent less 
energy than a conventional oven.

• Use your slow cooker. For about 17 cents 
worth of  electricity, you can prepare an 
entire meal.

• When using your oven, check cooking 
progress by looking through the window. 
Opening the oven door for even a few 
seconds lowers the temperature inside by 
as much as 25 degrees. If  your stove doesn’t 
have a window, try not to open the door to 
check your food until it’s as close to the 
expected finish time as possible.

• When cooking on your stove top, match the 
size of  the pan to the heating element. More 
heat will get to the pan and less will be lost.

• Keep your refrigerator and freezer well 
stocked. A full refrigerator or freezer saves 
energy by reducing the recovery time when 
the door is opened.

The winter nights lit 
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THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

Join us on Facebook!
Join KEM Electric Cooperative on Facebook for important 

announcements, information about your electric 
cooperative, photos and other information!

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director .......................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

Oct. 27, 2015
• Approved the September regular board meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings attended
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance update
• Signed the special equipment summary 
• A report was given by the Voucher Review Committee 
• Approved the retirement of several estates
• Reviewed the preliminary budget

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
KEM Electric Cooperative’s offi  ces will be closed 
Friday, Dec. 25, in observance of Christmas, and 

Friday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s Day.
If you experience a power outage, please call 
the cooperative’s offi  ces at 800-472-2673 or 

701-254-4666. Your call will be routed to the proper 
contacts and lineworkers will be dispatched.
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