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Who will be the next civil engineer 
or instrument technician?

Possibly one of these Strasburg students.

In October, junior and senior high students from 
Strasburg took an energy tour that was sponsored 
by KEM Electric Cooperative. In this month’s local 
pages, read about the students’ interest in the 
various technologies and energy processes — and 
how KEM Electric helped expose the students to 
career possibilities that may one day allow them to 
work a quality job close to home.
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Strasburg students  
take energy trail excursion
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

Sixteen junior and senior high 
students from Strasburg High 
School had the opportunity 

to learn more about the electric 
cooperative that serves the outskirts 
of their community and beyond, and 
where energy comes from and how it 
travels, during a field trip in October.

The teenagers boarded a bus at 
their school and headed to KEM 
Electric Cooperative headquarters 
in Linton on Oct. 25, to pick up host 
Tim Dockter, manager of member 

services. The group traveled to 
the heart of coal country in Oliver 
County, stopping for tours at 
Antelope Valley Station, Dakota 
Gasification Company’s Great Plains 
Synfuels Plant, and the Coteau 
Properties Company’s Freedom 
Mine. The tours were given by 
employees of Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative and its subsidiaries.

Brian Grove, the social science/
technology director at Strasburg 
High School, requested the tour 

from KEM Electric. He takes junior 
and senior students every two years, 
so they have the opportunity to 
experience first-hand how electricity 
is made and distributed. He also 
wants to show the teenagers how 
many career possibilities exist in the 
energy industry.

On their tour, the teenagers 
learned about baseload generation 
provided by coal, and renewable 
forms of energy, and how and where 
they enter the power grid. KEM 

There are many personally and professionally satisfying jobs in the energy industry being worked by women. Some of the many 
current jobs within the Basin Electric Power Cooperative extended family include: engineers (electrical, environmental, civil, 
mechanical and chemical), power plant operators, electricians, instrument technicians, accountants, attorneys, lobbyists, safety 
experts, communications and human relations specialists, and much more. Within the local KEM Electric office and extended 
Innovative Energy Alliance Cooperative family, women work as business manager, service dispatcher, data/communications 
analyst, human resources, accountants and more.
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Part of the Strasburg students’ energy tour included the Great Plains Synfuels Plant, the only commercial-scale coal gasification 
plant in the United States that manufactures natural gas. Tim Dockter (far right, in group), manager of member services for 
KEM Electric, says he is optimistic the tour may inspire some the students to choose career paths in the energy industry. “Though 
many of careers in the energy industry require a four-year degree, many require less. There is a need for employees in the trades 
– electricians, instrument techs, mechanics, lineworkers – all of those require a two-year, or even shorter, degree or certificate – 
and result in high-paying, secure careers,” he says.

Electric gets its electricity from 
Basin Electric and the Western Area 
Power Association. That energy 
gets transmitted to substations and 
switchyards that “step down” or 
reduce the voltage, and send it down 
distribution lines that eventually 
connect to the member’s area 
transformer and then the meter 
outside their home.

Dockter said some of the students 
hovered so close to the bus windows 
at the mine that their noses nearly 
pressed the glass, as they watched 
the massive machinery dig and carry 
the coal.

“They asked a lot of questions 
about the equipment, and how much 
the drivers/operators get paid, and 
what kind of schooling it takes to get 
a job like that,” he says.

Once dressed in their safety gear at 
Antelope Valley Station, the students 
took “selfie” photos of themselves 
wearing hard hats and glasses, and 
of the expansive views from the 17th 
floor as they toured the boiler area.

“They were able to hold coal 
samples and pipes in their hands. 
They thought it was crazy that 
debris builds on the outside of the 

pipes, and when the usual methods 
of removing this buildup doesn’t 
work, employees use actual shotguns 
to blast away the debris,” Dockter 
describes. “That was another 
career they thought might be 
really interesting.”

KEM Electric has sponsored 
many tours over the years, in 
order to help educate area students 
about the generation, transmission 
and distribution process, and the 
countless employees who work 
together to bring power to local 
communities and beyond.

“I also hope they understand that 
coal generation, or other fossil fuel 
energy fields like natural gas and oil, 
are not archaic and dirty, and that 
the people in the industry do care 
about the environment and the safety 
of others,” Dockter says. “There are 
many measures in place to assure the 
land is reclaimed, and that employees 
and neighboring communities are 
kept safe from potential hazards.”

While the work at KEM Electric 
may not seem as fascinating as the 
dragline operations at the Freedom 
Mine, Dockter says it’s equally as 
important for students to learn about 

the cooperative business model, and 
how their local electric cooperative 
provides more than just power.

“KEM Electric’s directors, manager 
and employees work hard at making 
our area communities a better place. 
We are not robots who go to work 
and go home; we are their friends 
and neighbors,” he says.

“We do as much business as 
we can locally, and support the 
people in our communities in other 
cooperative ways: by providing the 
Operation Round Up program, 
and youth opportunities including 
student scholarships and the Youth 
Tour. After-hours, we are the same 
people who cheer for those students 
at school competitions, and attend 
community events with our families. 
We shop at the same places and drive 
the same roads. We want what is best 
for all of us,” he concludes.

KEM Electric Cooperative 
strongly supports the cooperative 
principle, “Education, Training 
and Information.” Teachers who 
are interested in setting up a future 
tour may contact the office at 
701-254-4666. n
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Cooperative offers

opportunities

KEM Electric Cooperative is offering $6,000 in college 
scholarships to area students.

  KEM Electric Cooperative takes pride in assisting with 
the development of rural leadership through our scholarship 
program. We feel it’s important to help finance our local 
students’ educational journeys, and are offering college 
scholarships to area students. 

KEM Electric will award eight $500 scholarships to 
qualified applicants whose parent(s) or guardian(s) are 
members of the co-op. School representatives from Ashley, 
Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock (HMB), Kidder County, Linton, 
Napoleon, Strasburg, Wishek, and Zeeland high schools will 
select one graduating senior to receive the funds. 

Interested in applying? Students should contact their 
school counselor for deadline information. The schools will 
then forward each recipient’s name to KEM Electric.

Homeschool or GED scholarship available
The co-op will also award one $500 scholarship to a 

graduating senior who is attending homeschool or working 
toward a GED. The recipient must have parents who are 
members of our cooperative.

KEM Electric is also awarding one $1,000 scholarship 
sponsored by Basin Electric Power Cooperative

We will award the scholarship to a student who is already 
enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time graduate or 
undergraduate program. The student must attend an 

accredited two-year or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school. All post-secondary students 
who have parents/guardians who are members of 
KEM Electric are eligible to apply.

Also New this year: Luck of the Draw scholarships
KEM Electric will award one $500 Luck of the Draw 

scholarship to be drawn at our annual meeting on 
June 21, 2018, in Linton. All high school seniors who have 
parents/guardians that are members of KEM Electric are 
eligible for this scholarship. Students must attend our 
annual meeting with at least one parent, and will be required 
to RSVP for the meeting. See website listed below for 
RSVP form.

Download the applications at www.kemelectric.com. 
Forms are also available at our office in Linton. 

Fill out our online application or mail paper applications to: 

KEM Electric Cooperative
Attn: Lisa Rossow 
107 S. Broadway

P.O. Box 790 
Linton ND 58552 

Return completed applications before Feb. 9, 2018.
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CHECK OUT THE ESSAY-CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com 

JUNE 9-15, 2018

TOP 3 REASONS 
TO ENTER THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST

1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., compliments of KEM Electric Cooperative.
2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic monuments, museums and the U.S. Capitol.
3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Lisa Rossow, KEM Electric, at the address listed below, or 
call 701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31, 2018. Emailed entries should be directed to 
lrossow@kemelectric.com, and hard-copy entries mailed to: Youth Tour Essay Contest, 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, Linton, ND 58552-0790.

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY

and win a trip of a lifetime!
AN ALL-EXPENSE-PAID TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

ESSAY QUESTION:
There are approximately 20 million military veterans in the United States today. How shall fellow U.S. citizens 

honor and look after these veterans, who have served and sacrifi ced on our behalf? Describe any special 
connection you may have to a veteran or active-duty member of the military.
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KEM members nominate worthy  
individuals for #WhoPowersYou contest

KEM Electric Cooperative members 
made two nominations in the second-
annual #WhoPowersYou contest to 
honor inspirational people in our 
communities. 

In partnership with the national 
alliance Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives, KEM Electric shared 
the #WhoPowersYou contest to 
recognize some people who power our 
lives, like community leaders or those 
who inspire. Nominations were made 
from Oct. 2 through Nov. 4. 

Judges will review the nominations 
and choose the winners based 
on creativity and impact on the 
community. The winners ($5,000 
grand prize; $2,000 second prize; 
$1,500 third prize; $500 honorable 
mention) will be announced 
in December.

Across the United States, 124 people 
were nominated for the contest. Only 
two of those came from North Dakota 
— right here in the KEM Electric 
service area.

KEM member Sherri Haak 
nominated Joyce Scherr, the business 
manager for Zeeland School and the 
city of Zeeland. A cancer survivor, 
Joyce champions people who are 
fighting the disease, and is a staunch 
supporter of the Zeeland community. 

KEM member Eleanor Magrum 
nominated Jeff Magrum, Erin 
Magrum and Gary Brown, who 
operate Magrum Excavating 
and Plumbing.

While the winners had not been 
announced at the time of publication, 
they are already winners in our 
book. KEM Electric applauds their 
work in our communities, and 
shares their stories. We thank them 
for exemplifying the Touchstone 
Energy Cooperative core value of 
commitment to community. 

Helping clients in rural areas
I am very proud of Jeff Magrum, 

son Erin Magrum, and Gary Brown. 
Their rural work ethic really shines 
in our community. Their business, 
Magrum Excavating and Plumbing 
in Hazelton, serves Burleigh, Logan, 
McIntosh and Emmons Counties. 
What inspires me is their dedication 
to the community, and how they 
go out of their way to answer calls 
no matter what time of day it is, 
on a weekend, or a holiday. They 
understand how bad having a sewer 
problem is, and know that sometimes 
it can’t wait until morning. For them, 
it isn’t so much about the money; 
it’s about helping their clients — 
especially in rural areas. They even 
go to urban areas when the urban 
businesses won’t work after-hours. 
They put others’ needs before their 
own, and that is something to 
be admired.

Submission by Eleanor Magrum, a 
KEM member from Braddock

Advancing people and places
I have known Joyce Scherr for about 

12 years. The more I get to know her, 
the more I learn how she inspires 
others. She came to me about 11 
years ago and asked for help with her 
journey. When she was cancer-free for 
five years, she wanted to do something 

to show others a journey that can be 
both hard and inspiring. In October 
2005, we put together a Courage 
Against Cancer walk/run, where we 
have a meal and a balloon ceremony 
for anyone who is fighting cancer, has 
survived or has passed. August was 
our 8th anniversary in making tracks 
from Zeeland to Hauge. 

Joyce is also the business manager 
at the Zeeland Public School and for 
the city of Zeeland. She welcomes 
you when you walk in the door. She is 
respected and adored by students and 
community members. Almost every 
day my daughter comes home with 
a story about what Joyce did to make 
her smile. 

Along with being a cancer survivor, 
Joyce spent many hours working with 
the mayor and getting the Zeeland 
Hall and its famous arch on the 
National Register of History Places. 
When this was done, they got money 
to restore the hall.

Submission by Sherri Haak, a KEM 
member from Hague

From left: Erin Magrum, Gary Brown 
and Jeff Magrum
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Joyce Scherr, left, with Shyla Haak 
Shyla is the daughter of Steven and 
Sherri Haak.
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Operation Round Up is a 
voluntary program in which 
electric cooperative members 

round up their monthly utility bills 
to the nearest dollar and donate their 
change to local individuals, groups 
or charities with a specific need. The 
money pools and accumulates, and 
an elected board of co-op members 
reviews the grant applications that 
have been submitted and determines 
grant worthiness.

Members of the KEM Electric 
Cooperative Charitable Trust 
include Michael Knoll, chair; Susan 
Meidinger, vice chair; Susan Wald, 
secretary-treasurer; and Charley 
Cichy, Sherry Fettig, Tami Naaden 
and Kellie Wikenheiser. In October, 
this Operation Round Up board met 
to review grants. They distributed 
$2,000 equally among:
• The Ashley Senior Citizens,
• The Gackle Ambulance,
• The Great Plains Food Bank, and
• The Strasburg Playground.

Two applications were received 
after the deadline, and will be 
considered at the January meeting.

$500 Ashley Senior Citizens
The grant will be used for operating 

funds. The group delivers meals 
to 30 homebound individuals, and 
the money will be used to pay costs 
associated with operations including 
utilities, the nutritional program, 
and the food pantry (housed in the 
same building).

$500 Gackle Ambulance
The grant will be used for a local 

service project. Because the nearest 
medical facility is at least an hour 
away, staff and volunteers with Gackle 
Ambulance wanted to teach first 
aid to area youth. Employees and 
volunteers made and gave away kits, 
which were free of charge. The kids 
impacted are Gackle and Streeter 
public school fifth- and sixth-grade 
students, and junior high and high 
school students in the Higher Power 
Youth League (a non-denominational 
community church group).

$500 Great Plains Food Bank
The grant will be used to purchase 

food. Through a partnership in 

Emmons, Kidder, Logan and 
McIntosh Counties, with a network 
of eight partner agencies, six senior 
food and two mobile food pantry, 
and two backpack program, the Great 
Plains Food Bank brought food for 
216,577 meals into KEM Electric’s 
service area in 2016, providing 
nutritious and needed food for an 
estimated 1,763 children, seniors, 
transient, and working adults and 
individuals who may not otherwise 
have access to food. According to the 
2010 U.S. Census Bureau, Emmons 
County is the fifth-poorest county in 
North Dakota.

$500 Strasburg 
Parent-Teacher Organization

The grant will be used to purchase 
new playground equipment. The 
current infrastructure is wore and 
parts are no longer available for 
repairs. This update will affect 125 
students at Strasburg Public School 
and the numerous citizens and 
families who visit. The Strasburg PTO 
is working to raise funds.

The next 
application 
deadline will 
be Dec. 31. The 
Operation Round 
Up board is 

scheduled to meet on Jan. 17, 2018.
Any person or group in the KEM 

Electric Cooperative service area may 
apply to receive an Operation Round 
Up grant. 

To request an application, 
call KEM at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673, or download the 
form at www.kemelectric. com (click 
“Your Community” and “Operation 
Round Up”). n

KEM distributes local grants  
through Operation Round Up program

Gackle and Streeter fifth- and sixth-grade students learn about the importance 
of staying safe and being prepared in a rural area. They received safety kits to 
take home, thanks in part, to an Operation Round Up grant given by KEM Electric 
Cooperative members.
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KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ................................................................... Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director .................................................................................. Linton
Dean Dewald, Director .........................................................................Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ........................................................................Zeeland

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund ..............General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Join us on 
Facebook!
Join KEM Electric Cooperative 

on Facebook for important 
announcements, information about 

your electric cooperative, photos and 
other information!

Board meeting highlights: 
Oct. 24, 2017
• Approved the regular Board 

meeting minutes
• Signed the Special Equipment Summary
• A report was given by the Voucher 

Review Committee
• Heard department updates

• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance 
Cooperative update

• Signed Form 990
• Approved Capital Credit retirement
• Set the next regular board meeting for 

Nov. 28 at 9:30 a.m.

Holiday 
closings

Our entire organization wishes our member-
owners a very Merry Christmas, and a safe and 
Happy New Year! In observance of the holidays 
in December and January, KEM Electric will 
be closed:
• Friday, Dec. 22, and Monday, Dec. 25, 

for Christmas
• Monday, Jan. 1, 2018, for New Year’s Day
Members: Line crews will be available in case of 
an electrical emergency outage.
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