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Inside, read about the Christmas 
Day blizzard that struck KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s service territory.

'Soul' survivor
It’s a long, cold winter for all of God’s creatures seeking food and shelter among the piles 
of snow. While Mor-Gran-Sou Electric Cooperative member and photographer J.C. Balcom 
has many pheasants taking shelter in the brush on his property, he captured this shot of a 
sole rooster trying to warm itself in the morning sun. Balcom notes it takes a hardy soul to 
persevere through a North Dakota winter.
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KEM Electric battles 
Christmas blizzard
KEM Electric Cooperative 

lineworkers laced up their 
boots, donned their winter 

gear and drove into a Christmas 
Day blizzard as lights across the 
countryside began going dark. 

Coated with ice, power lines 
succumbed as high winds sent the 
lines galloping, pulling poles, wires 
and crossarms down. By Monday 
morning, Dec. 26, members served 
by nine out of KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s 12 substations were 
without power.

The Emmons County Record 
described the storm in a story by 
Mark Weber: “The storm began 
at around noon on Dec. 25, and 
warmer temperatures caused the first 
precipitation to come as rain, and 
later, sleet. As temperatures fell later 
in the afternoon, the precipitation 
turned to snow, which became 
heavy at times, and the atmosphere 
was unstable enough to cause 
the rare phenomenon known as 
thundersnow. The dangerous portion 
of the storm occurred late in the 
evening when a sustained wind with 
gusts of up to 50 mph blew the new 
snow on the ground, causing zero 
visibility, as well as wreaking havoc 
on power lines and poles that were 
now full of ice from the rain and sleet 
that fell earlier.”

“Rain at this time of year is 
not good,” said KEM Electric 
Cooperative Line Superintendent 
Gary Hulm. Ice about twice the 
size of the wire formed on the lines, 
which can cause the lines to “gallop” 
in high winds. Ice formation on a 
line changes the flow of air around 
the wire and causes the line to 
bounce and buck (called galloping) 
and hit another wire. Ice also puts 

additional strain on the power poles 
and crossarms.

KEM Electric Cooperative fielded 
its first outage call at about 2:30 p.m. 
Christmas Day when 15 three-phase 
power poles snapped near Lehr, 
which tripped the breaker at the 
Sukut substation (east of Napoleon). 
KEM crews located the damage that 
afternoon, but they were unable 
to repair the poles or energize the 
substation due to blizzard conditions. 

“The conditions were terrible,” 
Hulm said. “There was no way we 
could send anyone out; they had a 
tough time getting back in.”

By Monday morning, Dec. 26, 
KEM Electric Cooperative had 
approximately 1,050 members 
without power, served by 
nine substations. All of rural 
Emmons County, and areas in 
Napoleon, Zeeland and Lehr were 
without power.

The storm finally subsided late 
in the morning of Dec. 26 after 
dropping between 11 to 13 inches 
of new snow, but the temperature 
remained in single digits while 
the wind held up throughout the 
remainder of the afternoon.

Crews battled blocked roads and 
blizzard conditions through Monday, 
restoring power to six substations 
and about 600 members by the end 
of the day.

Crews continued working long 
hours Tuesday and Wednesday, 
restoring power to the Napoleon area 
at 4:30 p.m. after another utility was 
able to repair its transmission line 
to the area. By Wednesday evening, 
all members had power restored, 
with the exception of two farmsteads 
that were still out of power after the 
substations were energized. Power 

was restored to those places by 
Thursday, Dec. 29.

Damage included 15 three-phase 
poles, four single-phase poles and 20 
broken crossarms on a transmission 
line between Linton and Hazelton. 
Numerous wire breaks also had to 
be repaired.

Hulm said KEM Electric’s crew of 
eight lineworkers restored power at 
all eight substations, and additional 
lineworkers from J.B. Construction 
of Linton; VIP Construction, 
Capital Electric Cooperative and 3C 
Construction, all of Bismarck; and 
Mor-Gran-Sou Electric Cooperative, 
Mandan and Flasher, helped repair 
poles and crossarms, and replace 
circuits in the substations. 

K&H Electric of Linton aided 
KEM Electric by clearing snow at 
KEM’s warehouse outside of Linton, 
and clearing snow by the KEM 
substations. Area farmers also helped 
clear roads.

“Blocked roads were the biggest 
issue,” Hulm said. “There’s no way 
we would have been able to get to 
the transmission crossarms without 
their help.”

Hulm expressed gratitude to the 
members for their assistance and 
patience during the outage.

“We were lucky,” he said. “It 
could have been a lot worse. Our 
neighboring co-op had 2.5 to 3 
inches of ice on the wire.” 

(Story by Luann Dart with permission 
to reprint information from Emmons 
County Record.)
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Stay away from  
downed power lines

Mother Nature isn’t always kind to power lines. 
Winter winds, snow and ice often prove to be too 
much for utility poles and power lines. If you see 
a downed power line or utility pole, contact KEM 
Electric Cooperative immediately.

Do not go near the line or the pole. Just because 
it’s on the ground doesn’t mean it’s safe to approach. 
Downed lines can still be energized, even during an 
outage. 

Is your generator ready?
If your electric generator has been in storage since 

last winter, be sure it is still operating properly – 
before an outage occurs.

Test your generator now to make sure it is working, 
then operate it at intervals throughout the year. 
Regularly running your generator will also keep you 
familiar with the operating procedures.

The fuel should be fresh, battery charged, electrical 
connections good, filters clean and cooling system 
well-maintained. Always follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions on engine maintenance. 

Thank you!
KEM Electric Cooperative’s line crews send 

a heartfelt thank you to cooperative members 
who helped clear snow from the roads and 
along the line during the restoration process. 
We also thank all the members for their 
patience and words of encouragement during 
the outage!

Buildings give way  
to snow

Just like every normal day, Calvin Johnson parked his 
tractor at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 26, inside a 36x64 pole 
barn on the Kintyre farm. 

Tuesday would not be a normal day. Finding 
themselves without power, he and his wife, Bernice, went 
back outside Tuesday morning to retrieve a generator. 
They were met with a devastating sight. The entire roof 
had collapsed on the pole barn from the weight of the 
snow. Inside was their tractor, a Bobcat, a pickup and 
collectible cars.

“We were out of power by then and we were getting 
our heaters and generator lined up, and that’s when we 
noticed it,” Bernice said.

The tractor loader was in the air, so it stopped two 
rafters from coming all the way down onto the tractor.

“We were able to work on getting that tractor out. We 
had to tear the door off,” Bernice said. They were also 
able to get the Bobcat out through a wall. Other vehicles 
are damaged and buried under rafters and snow, so they 
have not been able to access them yet. 

KEM Electric Cooperative member Steven Werlinger, Zeeland, 
shared photos of a pole barn roof that collapsed from the 
weight of the snow. Equipment was being stored inside the 
shed, Werlinger said.
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Not necessarily. While 
underground power lines 
would not be impacted by 

wind, ice and snow, they may still 
be fed by an overhead distribution 
or transmission line at some point, 
making the line vulnerable to outages 
and interruptions.

Other reasons:
• Underground line is about 

25 percent more expensive to 
build than overhead; that cost 
would significantly raise rates 
for member-owners.

• Transmission lines are too cost-
prohibitive to bury. KEM Electric 
Cooperative has 120 miles of 
transmission lines and material is 
expensive ($475,000 per mile or 
more). However, it is increasingly 
common for new distribution 
line to be installed underground.

• KEM owns 2,339 miles of 
overhead power lines. For KEM 
to replace all of the overhead 
lines with underground, it would 
cost $118,500,000. To put that 
into perspective, KEM currently 
spends $3,000,000 annually 
in system improvements 
and upgrades.

• With the current budget for 
infrastructure improvements, 
it would take 39.5 years to 
replace all of the overhead with 
underground if KEM delayed all 
other system improvements.

• KEM tries to balance reliability 
with affordability, and revenue 
must justify the expense.

• It is expensive and time-
consuming to repair 
underground lines.

• Underground has a shorter life 
span than overhead.

• The lifespan of underground 

cable is generally 15 to 40 years. 
It is estimated that as much 
as 85 percent of the overhead 
conductor in North Dakota 
installed more than 70 years ago 
still stands today.

• It can be difficult to locate faults 
in underground lines.

• Underground lines are 
susceptible to dig-ins.

• Underground lines can still be 
struck by lightning.

• Underground enclosures are still 
vulnerable to vehicle collisions.

• Underground enclosures are 
at risk of damages caused 
by animals.

• Underground is susceptible 
to flooding.

Trisha Samuelson, assistant 
engineering manager for Innovative 
Energy Alliance LLC, of which 
KEM Electric is a partner, says, “As 
overhead lines begin to reach the end 
of their useful life, we have begun 
installing more underground cable 
and retiring overhead lines.”

The engineering team and 
operations department have been 
focusing on replacing main three-
phase lines as those improvements 
get “the biggest bang for the buck” 
by impacting a bigger percentage of 
members than improvements at the 
end of the line. 

Samuelson continued, “By focusing 
on three-phase structures, we hope 
to reduce restoration time after a 
storm, as three-phase structures 
take longer to repair than single-
phase structures do. So, while we 
have begun to replace overhead 
lines with underground, we cannot 
go out and replace 100 percent 
of KEM’s overhead lines with 
underground tomorrow.” 

Why can’t KEM just put all the 
power lines underground?
Wouldn’t that solve the problem of winter outages?

Visit Facebook  
to see more
Visit KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
Facebook page to see dramatic 
video of galloping lines and 
photos of ice buildup on lines 
in Dakota Valley Electric 
Cooperative’s territory east of 
KEM Electric.

C4 FEBRUARY 2017  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com

KEM
Electric Cooperative



Did you know your co-op awards scholarships?

The cooperative will award two 
college scholarships for the 
2017-2018 school year, one in 

the amount of $1,000 and one in the 
amount of $500.

To qualify, students must be 
enrolled or planning to enroll in a 
full-time undergraduate or graduate 
course of study at an accredited two-
year or four-year college, university 
or technical school. They must be 
U.S. citizens and be dependents of 
cooperative members.

Scholarship applications are judged 

by the applicant’s academic record, 
honors, work experience, potential to 
succeed, leadership, and participation 
in school and community activities.

How do I apply?
Applications have been distributed 

to area schools or you may request 
an application from KEM Electric 
Cooperative. You may also visit 
KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
website at http://kemelectric.com 
and click "Your Community" 
and "Scholarships."

When is the deadline?
Completed applications must be 

received in the cooperative office 
no later than Feb. 10. Applications 
can be brought to the KEM Electric 
Cooperative office or mailed to: 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 
P.O. Box 790, Linton, ND 58552.

Any questions regarding the 
scholarships may be directed 
to Lisa Rossow or Kirk Praus at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673. 

Hey KEM Electric seniors!

Kids, grab your art supplies and draw a poster that 
tells our readers how you play and work safely around 
electricity. 
 
DEADLINE:
Posters must be received at the KEM offi  ce no later than 
4:30 p.m. CT on Tuesday, Feb. 28.
 
RULES:
• Posters must be on white, 8.5- by 11-inch paper.

• Posters must depict the theme, “How do you 
stay safe at your home or farm when around 
electricity?” and display the Touchstone Energy® 
logo. Be creative!

• Print the child’s name, address, age and parents’ 
names on the back of the posters.

• Enclose a photograph of the child for 
publishing purposes.

• Only dependents of current KEM Electric members 
are eligible for this contest.

Enter the safety poster contest!

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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#WhoPowersYou nominees inspire their communities
BY LUANN DART

KEM Electric Cooperative 
members made two 
nominations in the 

#WhoPowersYou contest this winter 
to honor inspirational people in 
our communities. Only about 
four nominations were made in 
North Dakota.

In partnership with Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperatives, KEM 
Electric Cooperative shared the 
#WhoPowersYou contest to 
recognize the people who power our 
lives. Cooperative members were 
encouraged to nominate community 
leaders or inspirational people who 
did not have to be a member of the 
cooperative. Nominations were made 
in November 2016, then everyone was 
invited to visit a website to vote for 
their favorite person. Voting was open 
from Nov. 28 through Dec. 18, 2016.

KEM Electric Cooperative members 
nominated Don and Arlene Davis of 
Hazelton and Ashley Public School 
Guidance Counselor Denise Martz. 
While neither won the contest’s 
prizes, we thought their work in their 
communities is worthy of recognition, 
so we are sharing their stories here. 
We thank both for their dedication 
to their communities of Hazelton 
and Ashley.

Don and Arlene Davis  
are heart of Hazelton

Don and Arlene Davis personify 
the heart of Hazelton, as they devote 
themselves to volunteerism in 
the community with compassion 
and tenacity.

The couple was nominated by  
KEM Electric Cooperative member 
Bev Voller, Hazelton, who wrote:

“Don and Arlene Davis of Hazelton 
are two of the kindest and caring 
individuals that I have ever met. They 
are the backbone of the Hazelton 

community 
and have 
volunteered 
thousands 
of hours 
throughout 
their lifetimes. 
From 
caring for 

the elderly and disabled residents 
in the community, unloading the 
grocery truck at 4 a.m., preparing 
meals at the Coffee Shop, collecting 
tickets at basketball and volleyball 
games, teaching religion classes, 
preparing meals for funerals, serving 
on every community organization 
possible, and the list goes on. ... 
Arlene and Don are truly remarkable 
individuals who definitely help to 
make Hazelton a better place for 
all. I highly recommend them for 
this award, because they are truly 
worthy candidates. Their kindness 
to the Hazelton community is very 
much appreciated.”

Don and Arlene married in 1964 
and have been contributing to the 
Hazelton community ever since. The 
community showed its gratitude to 
the Davises by hosting a 50th wedding 
anniversary celebration for the couple 
two years ago. Before retiring, Don 
was an independent truck driver, 
hauling grain. Arlene worked at the 
Linton Creamery for 31 years before it 
closed in 1992. Now, she continues to 
work for Bitz Auction Service.

The two have been the heartbeat of 
Hazelton over the years, volunteering 
with the Hazelton Development 
Corporation, at the school and with 
their church, as well as helping 
countless individuals when needed. 

“Over the years, they have 
volunteered countless hours to the 
community. For everything you 
can possibly imagine, those two 

have volunteered. There were times 
they were doing 40 to 60 hours 
of volunteer service every week,” 
Voller said.

“I just like to help out people who 
need help and Don is that way, too,” 
Arlene said. “We try to help out the 
town and try to help out people who 
need help.”

“Grass doesn’t grow under my feet,” 
Arlene adds with a laugh.

Every weekday morning, Arlene 
serves coffee at the Hazelton 
Coffee Shop, which is operated by 
volunteers. She also prepares a meal 
every Monday at the Coffee Shop 
for the community, which serves 
as a fundraiser for the Hazelton 
Development Corporation.

As members of the Hazelton 
Development Corporation, the couple 
also helps with other fundraisers 
and Don serves as treasurer of 
the corporation.

For several years, they awoke at  
4 a.m. to unload the delivery truck 
and stock the shelves at the local 
grocery store, which is owned by a 
group of community investors.

Don has been a volunteer firefighter 
since he was a teenager and is active in 
the American Legion as a veteran.

They are both involved with the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, as 
Don mows lawn and clears snow, 
while Arlene helps lead the youth 
group and teaches the Good News 
Club for grades K-6.

The two also reach out to 
anyone who needs assistance in the 
community, whether it’s getting 
mail for the elderly, bringing food to 
shut-ins or sharing the harvest from 
their garden.

“Over the years, Arlene has 
taken care of many elderly, from 
getting their mail, bringing food for 
them, checking on them every day, 
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#WhoPowersYou nominees inspire their communities
BY LUANN DART

or helping them with groceries,” 
Voller said.

“If anybody deserves a volunteer 
award, it’s those two,” Voller said.

Other comments:
Verda Seeklander wrote: “It is 

impossible to list the many shapes and 
forms of volunteerism that are part of 
Arlene and Don Davis’ daily life. They 
are always there to help. ... They have 
also helped the Hazelton Historical 
Society from its beginnings, helping 
to improve the buildings needed for 
displays as well as providing aid when 
a second building became available 
to display items pertaining to the 
community's heritage.”

Jenny Moch wrote: “Don is the 
perfect mate for Arlene, as he is always 
on hand to help with anything. He 
has been on the volunteer fire brigade 
at Hazelton longer than anyone else. 
(Since he was a teenager!) ... If there 
is ANYTHING going on in Hazelton, 
these two are involved!”

Denise Martz is superhero
As Ashley Public School’s guidance 

counselor for 17 years, Denise Martz 
is a superhero to the students and 

their families.
“If anyone 

is struggling 
or in need, she 
is there. She 
should have 
a superhero 
cape. It 
may be 

invisible, but it’s definitely there on 
her. We are so lucky to have her 
in our community,” said Marisa 
Meidinger, Ashley, a KEM Electric 
Cooperative member.

Martz treats every student, from 
kindergarten through the senior class, 

with compassion.
“I feel like a mom. I strive to treat 

all the kids here at the school as my 
own,” she said.

“If you would have a cheerleader 
in your life, she’s your cheerleader,”  
Meidinger said. “She can get you to 
believe you are absolutely the best at 
what you’re doing, and you can barely 
be surviving. She’s just so uplifting, 
she’s just such a wonderful person.”

Not only is Martz active in the 
school, but she’s active in several 
community organizations and 
her church.

On the website, Meidinger  
commented: “Many have had the 
privilege to find out firsthand what 
a wonderful kind and giving woman 
Denise is. For those of you who 
don't know her, let me tell you a little 
bit about her. Denise is our school 
counselor and a mother of two very 
handsome young teenage boys. She 
gives so much to our community 
with many different organizations 
she is involved in. She is the kind of 
person that comes into your life and 
can make you see sun where you 
once saw clouds. She’s one of those 
rare diamonds that believes in you 
so much that you start to believe in 
yourself, too! She loves with her whole 
heart and truly is one of the best 
people I have been honored to know 
and call my friend.”

Martz, who lived in Ashley in the 
1970s, graduated from Trinity High 
School in Dickinson. She then started 
a 17-year career with Hertz, a rental 
car company, where she worked as 
a training coordinator and human 
resources manager. As a corporate 
trainer, she lived in cities across the 
United States, from Orlando, Fla., to 
Minneapolis, Minn., to Boston, Mass. 

“Every opportunity that I’ve had 
with Hertz with customer service and 

training and my business experience 
and human relations has made me a 
better counselor,” she said.

In 1999, she married Warren Martz 
and returned to Ashley. The couple 
has two sons, Collin, a sophomore, 
and Colton, a seventh-grader.

“It was really nice to be nominated,” 
said Denise, who admitted the 
honor made her cry. “I had so many 
people send messages and that was 
really nice.”

As a school counselor for 131 
students, Denise helps students with 
everything from decision-making and 
life skills to college and career choices.

“We talk a lot one-on-one about life 
skills,” she said. “My goal as a human 
being and especially as a counselor 
is to let the kids know that I will 
always strive to be there for them. ... 
Sometimes all I can do is listen. We 
want them to feel safe emotionally, 
physically and academically.”

Other comments:
Sue Goettle wrote: “Denise is the 

best! She is involved with school, 
church and community! She is kind 
and giving. She is always very positive 
and is able to pass that positive 
attitude on to others. When we moved 
to town a few years ago, she made us 
all feel welcome. The kids loved her 
immediately. She is someone you can 
always count on. She is the best of 
the best!”

Lori Kretschmar wrote: “My kids 
were lucky enough to have Denise 
through their years in the Ashley school 
system. She has a wonderful heart, is 
empathetic, caring, giving, and many 
other adjectives too numerous to list. 
She is a kind soul who I am blessed 
to call friend. I can't think of anyone 
more deserving.” 
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THE MARATHON  
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative  
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ..........................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

Jan. 6, 2017
• Approved the November regular board meeting minutes
• Signed the special equipment summary
• Heard a report from the Voucher Review Committee
• Heard department updates
• Heard an Innovative Energy Alliance update
• Selected Innovative Energy Alliance annual meeting voting delegates
• Heard from Josh Kramer, with the North Dakota Association of Rural 

Electric Cooperatives, who visited the meeting

The North Dakota Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives (NDAREC) 
hosted the 53rd annual REC Apprenticeship Training and Safety 
(AT&S) Conference Jan. 11-13 at the Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. The 

conference is sponsored by the NDAREC AT&S program, with cooperation 
from the U.S. Department of Labor, Office of Apprenticeship.

The conference drew representatives of NDAREC member-cooperatives, 
students of the Bismarck State College lineworker program and the electric 
industry for classroom sessions, equipment evaluations and awards 
ceremonies. Training topics included incident investigation, working in severe 
weather, temporary protecting grounding and bonding, preparing for dog 
encounters and more.

Christina Roemmich, director of safety services for NDAREC, says the 
AT&S conference provides an opportunity to reflect about current issues in 
the industry, and to recognize the accomplishments the students have made in 
training and safety throughout the year.

KEM Electric Cooperative line technicians attend the conference on a 
rotation. This year’s attendees included Jeff Gefre, Paul Hewitt, Kevin Horner 
and Martin Messer.

At the conference awards banquet, KEM Electric Cooperative was one of six 
distribution cooperatives in North Dakota to be presented with a safety award. 
These cooperatives were recognized for having zero OSHA-recordable injuries 
for one year, between the dates of Dec. 1, 2015, to Nov. 30, 2016. 

KEM Electric earns safety award
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KEM Electric Cooperative Journeyman Lineworker Kevin Horner,  
second from left, accepts the cooperative's safety award from NDAREC staff.
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