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KEM Electric Cooperative member Judy Van Beek 
pieces together a quilt which will be donated to Lutheran 
World Relief. Inside, learn more about the quilting group 
at Peace Lutheran Church in Linton.

STITCHES OF 

LOVE
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STITCHES OF LOVE
BY LUANN DART

A cornucopia of colorful fabric fills the shelves in 
a corner room at Peace Lutheran Church. Each 
week, a group of women gathers to lovingly stitch 

the fabric into quilts that will bring comfort to those in 
need around the world.

Between seven and 10 women gather in the basement of 
the Linton church from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every Monday 
and Tuesday through the winter to create quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief or to donate to local needs.

“They go all over the world, wherever there’s a need,”  
explains KEM Electric Cooperative member Mary Maier. 
Lutheran World Relief is an international organization 
which assists in disaster relief and helping people 
in poverty.

Last year, the local group sewed 144 quilts, which were 

transported to Bismarck, then to Minneapolis, Minn. 
From there, the quilts have gone to India, Africa and to 
hurricane victims in Haiti, among other countries.

Local flood or fire victims have also received a quilt, 
along with a Bible.

“It’s such a rewarding experience, because you 
always feel like it will go to somebody in need,” says 
Linda Tschritter.

The quilters have no shortage of material to stitch into 
colorful patchwork or patterned quilts. Fabric is donated 
or material comes from donated clothing. Their current 
supply is neatly sorted by color and type of material in 
the supply room. Sheets which are used for backing on 
the quilts are donated by local hotels. Thread, pins and 
needles are purchased by the Peace Lutheran Church 

A group gathers at Peace Lutheran Church throughout the winter to create a colorful array of quilts. They include, from left to 
right, Melanie Kelsch, Judy Van Beek, Eva Heyne, Mary Maier, Linda Tschritter and Carol Weigel. Others not pictured 
include Lilly Wohl, Carol Ogren and Bonnie Erickson.
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Mary Maier places 
edging on a quilt during 
a session.

Women organization, and the quilting group has about 
seven sewing machines which have also been donated.

The quilters, who represent various denominations, 
gather at the church to piece together their masterpieces 
of comfort, but volunteers don’t necessarily have to know 
how to quilt.

“We are so thankful for people who volunteer,” 
Tschritter says. “We all work together, but we all have 
something we’re comfortable doing, so that’s what we do.”

Some take clothing apart or some press seams, 
while others do the more detailed work of quilting the 
final creations.

As they work, the hum of the sewing machines is 
punctuated with lively chatter as they visit or share a 
laugh. 

“It’s fun and it’s fellowship,” Tschritter says. “It’s 
like family. When one’s missing, we know that person 
is missing.”

Judy Van Beek joined the quilting group last year, and 
enjoys the camaraderie.

“I like to sew and I make quilts at home,” she says. “I 
decided I needed to have some outlet. I like to get together 
with the ladies, and at least it’s something worthwhile.”

The quilting group is an uplifting experience for others 
as they share a sense of accomplishment at the end of 
each season.

Each April, their quilts are displayed on the church 
pews during a worship service, when the quilts are 
dedicated before their journey to comfort others across 
the world.

“I think it’s special to make the quilts out of stuff that 
was probably going to be thrown away, and you make 
something that’s going to be a comfort and useful to the 
people who receive it,” Maier says. 

“It’s just a good feeling,” Tschritter adds. “I enjoy it.” n

All the completed quilts are displayed on church pews at 
Peace Lutheran Church before being sent around the world.

Eva Heyne checks a finished quilt.

www.kemelectric.com KEM ELECTRIC NEWS  , JANUARY 2017 C3

KEM
Electric Cooperative



CHECK OUT THE ESSAY-CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com and www.youthtour.coop 

JUNE 10 to 16, 2017

TOP 3 REASONS TO ENTER 
THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST
1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., 

compliments of KEM Electric Cooperative.
2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic 

monuments, museums and the U.S. Capitol.
3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or 
junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Kirk Praus, KEM Electric, at 
the address listed below, or call 701-254-4666 during regular 
business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31. Email entries to 
kpraus@kemelectric.com or mail to: Youth Tour Essay Contest, 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, 
Linton, ND 58552-0790.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND WIN A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!
An all-expense-paid trip to WASHINGTON, D.C.
WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND WIN A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

ESSAY QUESTION:
Democracy is the foundation of our American way of life and of 
cooperative enterprise. The fundamentals of democracy include 
voter participation, political party affi  liation, and public debate 
of issues. Describe what you think makes our current democracy 
strong, and provide suggestions for ways our democracy can be 
made stronger and more eff ective.
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Hey KEM Electric seniors!
Did you know your co-op 
awards scholarships?

Here at KEM Electric Cooperative, we are 
passionate about helping area students succeed. 
We feel the scholarship program is a great way 
to encourage and recognize the achievements of 
cooperative members’ children.

“We believe these scholarships are important 
to help students pursue an education and 
become great leaders for our state,” says KEM 
Electric Cooperative Co-General Manager Chris 
Baumgartner.

The cooperative will award two college 
scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year, one 
in the amount of $1,000 and one in the amount of 
$500.

To qualify, students must be enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate 
course of study at an accredited two-year or 
four-year college, university or technical school. 
They must be U.S. citizens and be dependents of 
cooperative members.

Scholarship applications are judged by the 
applicant’s academic record, honors, work 
experience, potential to succeed, leadership, and 
participation in school and community activities.

The $1,000 college scholarship is made possible 
by the cooperative’s power supplier, Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative. Basin Electric will fund 180 
such scholarships this year.

How do I apply?
Applications have been distributed to area 

schools or you may request an application 
from KEM Electric Cooperative. You may also 
visit KEM Electric Cooperative’s website at 
http://kemelectric.com/content/scholarships.

How are recipients chosen?
Recipients are selected based on a 

combination of SAT/ACT scores and overall 
grade point average, activities, achievements 
and honors, work experience, a personal 
statement of career goals and aspirations, and 
a written recommendation from a high school 
or college counselor or advisor, instructor or 
work supervisor who knows the student well.

When is the deadline?
Completed applications must be received in 

the cooperative office no later than Feb. 10, 2017. 
Applications can be brought to the KEM 
Electric Cooperative office or mailed to: KEM 
Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 790, Linton, 
ND 58552.

Any questions regarding the scholarships 
may be directed to Lisa Rossow or Kirk Praus 
at 701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673.
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Kids, we need your help! Grab your art supplies and draw a poster that tells our readers 
how you play and work safely around electricity. This poster should display a clear, creative 
picture of this year’s theme: “How do you stay safe at your home or farm when around 
electricity?” All posters should display the Touchstone Energy® logo on their entries. 
No matter what you draw, have fun! We can’t wait to hear from you. Cash prizes will be 
awarded in each division.

 DIVISIONS:
Preschool to kindergarten
First grade to third grade
Fourth grade to sixth grade
 
DEADLINE:
Posters must be received at the KEM office no later than 4:30 p.m. CT  
on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017.
 
RULES:
• Posters must be on white, 8.5- by 11-inch paper.
• Posters must depict the theme, “How do you stay safe at your home or farm when around 

electricity?” and display the Touchstone Energy logo. Be creative!
• Print the child’s name, address, age and parents’ names on the back of the posters.
• Enclose a photograph of the child for publishing purposes.
• Only dependents of current KEM Electric members are eligible for this contest.
 
PRIZES:
Each division will be awarded three prizes (nine prizes total):  
three first-place prizes of $15; three, second-place prizes of $10;  
and three, third-place prizes of $5.
 
WINNERS:
Winning posters, along with the child’s photograph, will be featured in the  
KEM Country Lines local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine.
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Former director passes away

A longtime director for KEM 
Electric Cooperative, Adolph 
Feyereisen Jr., 80, passed 

away on Nov. 26, 2016.
Feyereisen served as the KEM 

Electric Cooperative director for 
District 1 for approximately 30 
years. He also served as president 
and vice president of the North 
Dakota Association of Rural Electric 
Cooperatives and in 2005 received 
the Cooperative Leadership Award 
for Exceptional Leadership and 
Unusual Devotion to Duty. He was 
honored for his years of service to 
KEM Electric in 2012, when he was 
defeated by John Beck of Linton.

Adolph Anthony Feyereisen Jr. 
was born on a farm near Braddock 
on Jan. 21, 1936. He attended 
Campbell Township Country School 
and graduated from the Assumption 
Abbey in Richardton.

On Nov. 16, 1963, he wed Lorraine 
Moch. Following their marriage, 
they made their home on a farm 
nine miles northeast of Braddock. 

They farmed until semi-retiring in 
2005. Adolph was a past member 
of the Braddock school board, the 
Braddock Lions Club, a lifetime 
member of the Fraternal Oder of 
Eagles in Bismarck and a member 
of the South Central Threshing 
Association. He also worked as a 
crop insurance adjustor.

Adolph enjoyed playing cards, 
and visiting and socializing with 
many friends from all over the area. 
Nothing made him happier than 
spending time with his children and 
many grandchildren.

He is survived by his daughters, 
JoyLynne (Duane Jahner), Fargo, 
Marla (Eric Siegert), Bismarck, 
Deanne (Richard Leier), West Fargo, 
and Adrian and Melisa Feyereisen, 
Spearfish, S.D.; 10 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild; two brothers; 
and four sisters. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Lorraine; and 
his parents.

KEM Electric Cooperative offers its 
condolences to Adolph’s family. n

LOOK UP WHEN PLACING HAY BALES!
KEM Electric Cooperative reminds members to look up when working with hay bales. 
• Do not stack bales near a power line  

or where equipment may potentially come into contact with a power line.

• Always look up when moving bales from one area to another.

STAY SAFE THIS WINTER!

Adolph Feyereisen Jr.
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THE MARATHON  
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative  
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ..........................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

Nov. 22, 2016
• Approved the October regular board meeting minutes
• Signed the special equipment summary
• Heard a report from the Voucher Review Committee
• Heard department updates
• Heard an Innovative Energy Alliance update

For sale on bids
The following equipment is being offered for sale on bids by KEM 

Electric Cooperative.
The equipment is sold as is, with no warranty. KEM Electric Cooperative 

will be accepting bids through Jan. 20, 2017. KEM Electric reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids. To see this equipment or for more information, contact 
the cooperative office at 701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com. Send 
bids to: KEM Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 790, Linton, ND 58552. Each item 
listed will be sold in separate bids. Please note the bids will be accepted through 
Jan. 20, rather than the Feb. 20 date published last month.
• 1969 John Deere 4020 tractor with three-point, 148 loader and 7-foot 

bucket. 9,825 hours on tractor.
• 540-PTO Buhler/Farm King 960 8-foot snowblower with hydraulic spout.
• 540-PTO 8-foot John Deere MX8 rotary three-point mower.
• Pallet forks.
• 6-foot Massey Ferguson three-point blade.
• 15-kilowatt Generac PTO generator.
• 1978 12x6-bed Ditch Witch trailer, tandem axle, ramps dovetail. 
• T12BW 1958 7.5-horsepower outboard motor with gas tank and gas line.

Heating assistance available
Are you or someone you know having difficulty paying home heating 

bills? If so, you may qualify for energy assistance through the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).

Administered by the N.D. Department of Human Services and county 
social services offices, LIHEAP provides home energy assistance to eligible 
low-income households. Applications are accepted from Oct. 1-May 31 of 
each heating season. Applications are available at county social services 
offices and must be completed each season. For LIHEAP services, call your 
local county social services office at: 
Kidder County .......................................................475-2551 
Emmons County ....................................................254-4502 
McIntosh County ..................................................288-3343 
Logan County ........................................................754-2283
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