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Kirk Praus, member support technician 
at KEM Electric Cooperative, discusses 
energy-efficient light bulbs with a 
consumer at the KFYR Agri-International 
in Bismarck. Area Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives are a major sponsor of this 
annual trade show, in support of the Living 
Ag Classroom.
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KEM
Electric Cooperative

If you are interested in becoming a director for KEM 
Electric Cooperative, you must understand the process for 
filing a petition.

KEM Electric Cooperative’s 2015 annual meeting will 
be held June 18 at the Linton Public School. This year, 
the director seats up for election are those of John Beck in 
District 1 and Carter Vander Wal in District 2.

KEM Electric Cooperative is overseen by a seven-member 
board of directors which is elected by you - the members and 
owners of the electric cooperative. 

The cooperative is divided into five districts, with 
one director representing each district and two at-large 
board seats. The current board of directors includes: 
District 1,  John Beck; District 2, Carter Vander Wal; 
District 3, Milton Brandner; District 4, Victor J. Wald; 
District 5, Dean Dewald; At-large director, Dean Hummel; 
and At-large director, Carmen Essig.

Below is the section of the bylaws pertaining to filing a 
petition for a director seat:

404. Member Petition-Form.
(a) Each petition shall contain the following:
1. The name of the member nominee.
2. The director position for which the member nominee 

shall run.
3. The printed names, addresses and telephone numbers, 

date of signature, and original signatures of each member 
signing the petition.

4. At least 25 signatures of the members of the respective 
district, or members at large, as the case may be.

(b) In the case of joint members, the signature of one 
or more than one joint member shall constitute one 
joint member.

(c) Firms, associations, corporations or body politics 
shall have the right to place one signature on a petition, 
the same as other members, by the signature of a duly 
appointed representative.

(d) Petitions may not be circulated or signed more than 90 
days before the date when petitions must be filed pursuant 
to this bylaw. Any signatures to a nominating petition 
obtained more than 90 days before that date may not 
be counted.

(e) All petitions must be filed at the principal offices of 
the cooperative not less than 45 days prior to the date of the 
meeting of the members, as fixed by the board of directors.

(f) After verifying that a petition complies with this 
bylaw, the secretary of the board of directors shall post 
a list of nominations for directors at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least 30 days before the meeting of 
the members. n

ATTEND YOUR ANNUAL MEETING!

KEM Electric Cooperative
2015 Annual Meeting

June 18, 2015
Linton Public School, Linton

Interested in becoming a director?

Important dates:
Feb. 3: Earliest day to begin circulating petition

May 4: Last date for nomination by petition

June 18: Annual meeting
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KEM
Electric Cooperative

KEM Electric Cooperative is 
overseen by a seven-member 
board of directors elected by 

you – the members. During the annual 
meeting each year, KEM Electric 
Cooperative members elect fellow 
members to represent them on the 
board of directors.

If you are interested in serving 
on the board of directors, here are 
some pointers:

• Directors devote a certain amount 
of time to the cooperative. At 
a minimum, a director attends 
monthly board meetings. 

• An understanding of members’ 
expectations, industry issues 
and how a cooperative functions 
is vital. To help directors with 
their responsibilities, training is 
offered through the cooperative’s 
statewide association. Courses 
cover director duties and 
liabilities; understanding the 
electric industry; board roles and 
relationships; strategic planning; 
and financial decision-making. n

Directors represent 
the members

Director positions in 2015  
election include:

District 1
John Beck

At-large director
Dean Hummel

At-large director
Carmen Essig

District 2
Carter Vander Wal

District 3
Milton Brandner

District 4
Victor J. Wald

District 5
Dean Dewald

District 1
John Beck

District 2
Carter Vander Wal
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KEM
Electric Cooperative

Grenz receives 2014  
Irrigation Excellence Award

Herb Grenz, an irrigator from 
Linton, received the fifth 
annual Irrigation Excellence 

Award during the 51st annual North 
Dakota Joint Water Convention 
and Irrigation Workshop. This 
award is given by the North Dakota 
Irrigation Association (NDIA) to 
recognize those who have exemplified 
leadership and outstanding 
service and advancement in the 
irrigation industry. 

Grenz has been a tireless worker 
in all aspects of irrigation for most 
of his adult life. After graduating 
from high school and college and 
completing military service in the 
early 1960s, Grenz began his lifelong 
ambition to continue the family 
tradition of irrigation. His family 
originally irrigated river bottom land 
with Missouri River water prior to the 
construction of Oahe Dam. After the 
dam was constructed, Grenz went to 
work developing a storage, pumping 
and distribution system, which 

provides irrigation water to about 
800 acres on his farmland adjacent to 
Lake Oahe. He has been successful 
in irrigating a variety of crops for 
marketing and for sustaining a cattle 
ranching operation. 

Grenz is a strong and active 
advocate for irrigation development in 
the Emmons County area and across 
the state. 

“Where there is irrigation, there is 
prosperity,” he says. “North Dakota 
is still a semi-arid state – we can still 
experience drought. Drought can 
destroy farm and ranching economies, 
and when those are affected, so 
is business economy. That’s why 
irrigation is so important.”

Grenz has played an active role in 
negotiating with the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers to make irrigation feasible 
from the Missouri River reservoirs 
along with other issues. During 
studies conducted by the Bureau of 
Reclamation in the late 1960s and 
1980s and other efforts to develop 
an irrigation project in southwestern 
Emmons County, he provided active 
leadership and local support. He was 
chairman of the statewide “Irrigation 
Caucus” from 1998 to 2004 when the 
North Dakota Irrigation Association 
was formed. He served as chairman 
of the NDIA through 2009 and still 
serves on that board today. He has 
also been a longtime chairman of 
the Horsehead Irrigation District in 
Emmons County. 

Grenz is a strong advocate for the 
proper operation and management of 
the Missouri River and its mainstem 
reservoirs. Through the years, he has 
continued to fight for equitable and 
reasonable water and natural resource 
regulations on the Missouri River and 
in North Dakota. 

“North Dakota gave up 500,000 
acres of very productive bottomland 
for the construction of the Garrison 
and Oahe dams with the promise of 
1 million acres of irrigation, which 
we did not receive. But that damage 
is done. The dams have done great 
things, but we still need to make sure 
we are able to use the water from the 
Missouri River. We are entitled to it. 
If we don’t use it, we’ll lose it to the 
downstream states,” he says.

Grenz has attended countless 
meetings and spent endless hours, 
mostly at his own expense, on 
irrigation and other water issues. He 
says he does this because he truly 
believes how important irrigation 
is to North Dakota’s future and that 
it is essential to the future of its 
small towns. 

These efforts and achievements 
are the reason Grenz was selected 
to receive this year’s Irrigation 
Excellence Award. The emotion he 
showed when accepting the award 
showed the genuineness of his passion 
for irrigation and how much receiving 
it meant to him. 

“I was definitely surprised to 
receive the award,” he says. “I 
enjoy working with the Irrigation 
Association. It is a very supportive 
group, and it’s nice to be recognized, 
but I don’t do what I do for the 
recognition. I do it to try to better our 
community and the state as a whole.” 

Grenz has also been a strong 
supporter of electric cooperatives 
through the years. He is a member 
of KEM Electric Cooperative and 
served as a director for KEM Electric 
Cooperative from 1979 to 1982. n

(Reprinted with permission from 
North Dakota Water magazine)

Herb Grenz, Linton, received the fifth 
annual Irrigation Excellence Award.
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KEM
Electric Cooperative

As KEM Electric Cooperative 
members pay their electric 
bill each month, they can 

also give back to their communities 
through Operation Round Up.

Add your  spare change to 
the effort.

Through the program, members 
voluntarily “round up” their electric 
bills to the next whole dollar each 
month. A participant in Operation 
Round Up with an electric bill of 

$37.63 would actually pay $38 and 
the extra 37 cents is placed into the 
Operation Round Up fund. 

The average member donates 50 
cents a month, or $6 a year. The most 
any member would donate is 99 cents 
a month, or less than $12 a year. But 
with hundreds of electric cooperative 
members participating, the pennies 
quickly add up to dollars.

Funds collected through Operation 
Round Up are then allocated to a 

variety of worthy causes throughout 
the cooperative’s service territory.

Give a gift that costs only pennies!
Join KEM Electric Cooperative 

members who support Operation 
Round Up by “rounding up’ your 
monthly bill to the nearest dollar. If 
you would like to enroll in Operation 
Round Up to donate funds, call KEM 
Electric Cooperative at 701-254-4666 
or 800-472-2673. 

Get an 
application

If you have a worthy cause in 
our community, write or call KEM 
Electric Cooperative for an Operation 
Round Up application.

For more information, or to request 
an application, call KEM Electric 
Cooperative at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673. You can also visit the 
website at www.kemelectric.com and 
click on the “community” section.

Deadlines
In 2015, applications are due by:
March 31
June 30
Sept. 30
Dec. 31

Join Operation Round Up today!
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You’ve had your fridge forever. 
With the exception of a 
crumbling seal, it looks OK 

and keeps your food cool. Why worry 
about budgeting for an upgrade?

Each appliance you purchase has two 
price tags. The fi rst is the initial cost 
and the second is the cost to operate 
the appliance.

Some homeowners forget the impact 
ineffi cient appliances have on a home’s 
monthly electric bill. Replacing a 
refrigerator made before 1993 with a 
new, Energy Star-rated model could 
decrease your electric bill by $65 to 
$100 each year.

Do you have a dishwasher made 
before 1994? If so, you’re paying an 
extra $40 a year on your utility bills 
compared to owning a new Energy 
Star-qualifi ed model. A dishwasher 
built before 1994 wastes more than 10 
gallons of water per cycle. 

This leaves consumers with a 
question when evaluating older 
appliances: How much energy use is 
too much? To estimate the energy use 
of an appliance, use this formula: 
Wattage × Hours used per day × Days 

used per year ÷ 1,000 = Kilowatt-hours 
(KWH) used annually

FOR EXAMPLE:
Standard, large-screen television 
(214 watts)
214 watts × 4 hours per day x 365 days 
per year ÷ 1,000 = 312 KWH

Then calculate the annual cost to use 
an appliance by multiplying the KWH 
per year by your electric rate per KWH.

You can usually fi nd the wattage 
of most appliances stamped on the 
bottom or back of the appliance, or 
on its nameplate. The wattage listed 
is the maximum power drawn by the 
appliance. Since some appliances have 
a range of settings, the actual amount 
of power consumed depends on the 
setting used at any one time. 

Once you calculate how much 
money you spend to run aging 
home appliances, compare this 
to what it would cost to use more 
effi cient models. 

To learn more, visit 
www.togetherwesave.com or visit with 
KEM Electric Cooperative. n

How much is too much?

Save energy 
in the kitchen

Once an appliance is installed, the only 
costs that a homeowner can infl uence are 
the costs to operate. Here are some tips 
from KEM Electric Cooperative:

Refrigerator, freezer tips
• Don’t keep your refrigerator or 

freezer too cold. Recommended 
temperatures are 35-38 degrees 
for the fresh food compartment and 
0 degrees for separate freezers for 
long-term storage. 

• Make sure your refrigerator door 
seals are airtight. 

• Cover liquids and wrap foods stored 
in the refrigerator. Uncovered foods 
release moisture and make the 
compressor work harder.

• Regularly defrost manual-defrost 
freezers and refrigerators; frost 
buildup decreases the energy 
effi ciency of the unit. Don’t allow 
frost to build up more than one-
quarter of an inch.

• Ensure appliances are properly 
maintained and operating.

• Clean refrigerator coils periodically. 

Dishwasher tips
• Check the manual that came 

with your dishwasher for the 
manufacturer’s recommendations 
on water temperature; many have 
internal heating elements that allow 
you to set the water heater in your 
home to a lower temperature (120 
degrees).

• Be sure your dishwasher is full (not 
overloaded) when you run it.

• Avoid using the “rinse hold” on your 
dishwasher for just a few soiled 
dishes. It uses three to seven gallons 
of hot water each use.

Cooking tips
• Don’t peek. Every time the oven 

door is opened, the temperature 
inside is reduced by as much as 25 
degrees, forcing it to use more energy 
to get back to the proper cooking 
temperature. 

• Turn it down or turn it off. For regular 
cooking, it’s probably not necessary 
to have your oven on as long – or set 
as high – as the recipe indicates. If 
you’re baking in a ceramic or glass 
dish, you can typically set your oven 
for 25 degrees less. 

• Give your burners a break. For your 
stovetop to function effectively, it’s 
important that the metal refl ectors 
under your electric stove burners stay 
free of dirt and grime. n
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Cooking up safety in the kitchen
The kitchen is the heart of the 

home. It’s where families 
gather to cook favorite recipes, 

share warm meals and reconnect 
with each other, but it’s also the 
location where two-thirds of all home 
fires start.

Follow these safety tips from KEM 
Electric Cooperative:
• Keep your stove and oven clean. 

Clean the exhaust hood and duct 
over the stove regularly.

• Keep the cooking area around the 
stove/oven clear of combustibles, 
such as towels, napkins 
and potholders.

• Plug countertop appliances into 
GFCI-protected outlets.

• Locate all appliances away from 
the sink.

• Keep appliance cords away 
from hot surfaces like the range 
or toaster.

• Unplug the toaster and other 
countertop appliances when not 
in use.

• Never leave cooking equipment 
unattended, and always remember 
to turn off burners if you have to 
leave the room.

• Supervise the little ones closely 
in the kitchen. Make sure children 
stay at least three feet away from 
all cooking appliances.

• Make sure there is room behind 
the refrigerator for air to circulate.

• Vacuum refrigerator coils every 
three months to eliminate dirt 
buildup that can reduce efficiency 
and create a fire hazard.

• Even a slight shock from a 
major appliance can indicate 
an extremely hazardous 
wiring condition. Turn the 
power to the appliance off 
at the circuit breaker. Do not 
touch the appliance until it has 
been checked by a licensed, 
qualified electrician.

• Do not use electrical appliances 
that have been wet. Water can 
damage the motors in electrical 
appliances like freezers 
and refrigerators. n
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KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Offi ce Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Jan. 27, 2015
• Approved the December regular board meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings attended
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance update
• Signed the special equipment summary for December
• Signed the mutual aid agreement
• Teri Wallis, regional vice president of National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation, gave a presentation

• Signed a contract with Brady, Martz & Associates to perform 
the audit

• A report was given by the Voucher Review Committee.
 

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

Happy Easter!
So KEM Electric Cooperative 
employees can celebrate the 
holiday with their families, the 
cooperative’s offi ces will be 
closed Good Friday, April 3. 
If you experience an outage, 
please call the cooperative’s 
offi ces at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673. Your call 
will be routed to the proper 
contacts and lineworkers will 
be dispatched.
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