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Veterans, 
we salute you!
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Kirk Praus grew up in a small town, traveled the 
world — and chose to come back to that same 
small town.

Kirk, KEM Electric Cooperative’s member support 
technician, grew up in Linton. He graduated from high 
school, played a summer of baseball, and followed in 
his father’s footsteps by joining the United States Navy. 
The mission of the Navy is to maintain, train and equip 
combat-ready Naval forces capable of winning wars, 
deterring aggression and maintaining freedom of the seas.

For four years of active duty, Kirk served as an interior 
communications electrician. He lived on the amphibious 
assault ship USS Peleliu, where he worked on a variety 
of alarms ranging from high-temperature alarms in 
the ammunition magazines to flooding sensors in the 
engine rooms.

“We also dealt with communications inside the ship, 
from sound-powered phones to the general speakers on 
the flight deck. Our job went from the pit sword [the part 
of the pitometer that protrudes from the bottom of the 
ship] that measures ocean depth, to the highest point of 
the ship, where the wind birds measured wind speeds. We 
had equipment all over the place,” he says.

The ship was huge, housing 1,000 sailors and 2,000 
marines. It carried attack aircraft including harrier jets 
and marine helicopters. The back end of the boat would 
fill with water, and allow the marines to drive their boats 
in and out to perform land exercises.

“Our mission was basically to be a taxicab for the 
marines,” Kirk says.

On one memorable deployment, Kirk says they were 
supposed to hunt pirates off the coast of Somalia. On their 
way, they learned about a massive flood in Pakistan. For 
more than 100 days, they sailed off the coast of Pakistan, 
flying humanitarian aid back and forth; all the while not 
laying eyes on land. 

Kirk did two seven-month deployments during active 
duty. The ship would dock at different ports, and the 
sailors were able to relax and tour for a few days. Out of 
all the places he visited, Kirk says he would like to return 
to Australia.

After four years of active duty, Kirk completed four 
more years of inactive non-reserve duty. During that time, 
he was able to return to North Dakota, in knowing if a war 
would start, he could get called back to active duty. He 
completed his eight years of service in 2015.

During inactive duty, Kirk moved to Wahpeton to study 

electrical technologies for two years at the North Dakota 
State College of Science, before returning to Linton with 
a degree. 

He was hired by KEM Electric in May 2013. As member 
support technician, he specializes in metering systems, 
making sure members’ meters are working correctly. He 
also meets with members to answer questions about their 
bills, and offers basic energy audits to help them learn 
about energy consumption and ultimately take actions 
that will reduce their utility bills. During construction 
season, Kirk also helps locate underground cable and 
assists the linemen.

Kirk was also elected to serve as a volunteer for the 
Linton Fire Department. He attends meetings the first 
Thursday of every month, and when the whistle blows, he 
responds to calls.

After hours, he enjoys spending time with his fiancé, 
Megan, and hunting with family and friends. He recently 
shot an enormous bull elk, and while it was an adrenaline 

Veterans, we salute you!
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

Kirk Praus’ boot camp graduation photo.
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rush, it was a relatively normal high, in comparison to 
those he experienced on the amphibious assault ship. It 
took all of those unique experiences in the Navy for Kirk 
to realize he wanted to continue calling Linton home.

“When I was a senior in high school, I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do. I asked myself, ‘Do I want to stay in 
Linton, or go to a bigger town? Do I want to move out 
of state?’ The opportunity I had in the Navy made me 
realize where I wanted to be and what I wanted to do. I 
liked troubleshooting different electrical systems,” he says. 
“After my experiences in the Navy, I knew I wanted to be 
back in North Dakota. I lived in San Diego for close to 2 ½ 
years. It was fine, but it wasn’t for me.”

Annually, Veterans Day falls on Nov. 11. It is an official 
U.S. public holiday that honors people who served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. According to Wikipedia, it 
coincides with other holidays, including Armistice Day 
and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other countries that 
mark the anniversary of the end of World War I; major 
hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the 
Armistice with Germany went into effect. The United 
States previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. 
holiday was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.

While Kirk is extremely proud of his military service, 
he doesn’t make it known that he is a veteran. It is simply 
a part of who he is. But on this holiday that often gives 
people a day off from work, he thinks about the men and 
women who can’t take a day off because they are fighting 
for our freedoms.

“I follow various groups on Facebook that share a list 
of ships that are out on deployment, or units that are 

oversees in Iraq right now,” he continues.
“I’m glad I served, and I’m very glad for the people who 

continue to do it. Without the veterans who have put their 
time and sacrifices in, we’re not able to have a day off. We 
could be a war zone.”

KEM Electric Cooperative is fortunate to have Kirk as 
an employee, and we want to thank him for his service. 
We have another veteran on staff, Journeyman Lineman 
Austin Ohlhauser, and we also want to thank him for his 
service. We also know there are countless veterans across 
our service area, and we salute you. While Veterans Day 
falls on a Saturday, and for many of us it is a day off, 
we pledge to take time to think about the sacrifices you 
have made, and others continue to make. Thank you for 
defending freedom and democracy around the world. n

The USS Peleliu, anchored off the cost of Timor Leste.

THE SAILOR'S CREED
"I am a United States Sailor. I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of America and I will obey 
the orders of those appointed over me. I represent the 
fighting spirit of the Navy and those who have gone before 
me to defend freedom and democracy around the world. I 
proudly serve my country's Navy combat team with honor, 
courage and commitment. I am committed to excellence 
and the fair treatment of all." 
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The season of gratitude — and 
snowstorms — is on the horizon
BY DON FRANKLUND

For electric cooperatives, those two 
seem to go hand in hand.

Many of us look forward to 
getting together with family for 
Thanksgiving to eat, watch football 
and enjoy being together. If you’re 
a lineman who works for an electric 
cooperative, you may or may not get 
to eat that pumpkin pie. 

This is the time of year when 
temperatures hover around freezing. 
If we get moisture that clings and 
builds on the power lines, conditions 
are prime for a power outage. The 
wind gusts, tree branches snap, and 
the compromised lines underneath 
give way to the weight. Regardless 
of the holiday or family celebration, 
our staff goes to work: informing 
members and the media, ordering 
supplies when necessary, and 
restoring the damaged system.

KEM Electric Cooperative employs 
eight linemen who take pride in their 
jobs. The minute they get called, 
they are out the door, heading to the 
office to grab a truck and head to 
the field.

Missing a meal is unfortunately 
part of their job. Every lineman 
I know has missed a holiday 
celebration, birthday party, sporting 
event and more, because he was 
called to fix an outage afterhours. 
Linemen knew sacrifice would be 
involved when they choose their 
job and career, and I rarely hear any 
one complain; even after working in 
brutal conditions.

Most of our members can 
understand the time it takes to drive 
to a location, assess the situation, 
make a plan and fix the system. 

When they see crews working near 
their homes, they offer a thermos 
of coffee. They help clear roads to 
provide access to broken lines and 
poles. They post on KEM’s Facebook 
page to say thanks. Now it’s our turn 
to say thank YOU, for waiting, and 
helping, and trying to understand.

Sometimes the wait is longer than 
others. When snow is blinding. 
When roads are blocked. When no 
travel is advised. That means no 
travel is advised for our linemen, too. 
They can’t restore power if they can’t 
see to drive, or if their truck gets 
lodged in snow. Then, someone else 
who shouldn’t be on the road needs 
to come to their rescue, and it puts 
another life in danger.

At KEM, we have a culture of 
safety. We are our brother’s keeper, 
always looking out for one another at 
the office and in the field. That goes 
for our members, as well. We share 
safety messages regularly with you in 
the local pages of the North Dakota 
Living magazine, in our Current 
newsletter, on Facebook, and with 
weekly newspapers in our service 
area. Your safety matters. Nothing 
matters more to your family than 
having you home and safe.

We understand, because the 
families of our employees feel the 
same way. Nothing matters more 
to them than having their loved 
ones home safe. From an operations 
standpoint, when there is a power 
outage and the linemen have been 
dispatched, we don’t ask them, “How 
long until the power is restored?” 
The question implies a sense of 
urgency. We already know they are 

working on restoration, and will get 
it done as soon as possible. When 
the linemen finish the job and return 
home to their families unharmed, it’s 
been a good day — regardless of the 
length of the outage. 

Thankfully, most power outages, 
even during difficult conditions, 
last only a few hours. If you are 
concerned about being out of power 
this winter, now’s the time to look 
into getting a portable generator 
and having a licensed electrician 
install a transfer switch. If you could 
use advice on what to buy, consider 
calling our friends at West Dakota 
Utility Services in Mandan. They can 
help you assess your family’s needs 
and order equipment delivered to 
your door.

As we approach this season of 
thanksgiving, I wanted to thank 
our linemen and staff for always 
going above and beyond for our 
member-owners. 

William Arthur Ward once said, 
“Gratitude can transform common 
days into thanksgivings, turn routine 
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jobs into joy, and change ordinary 
opportunities into blessings.” We 
can’t change the bad weather on 
the horizon, but we can choose not 
to complain about it. Your electric 
cooperative employees are ready. 

When bad weather hits and takes 
down parts of our system, we will 
do our best to restore the power that 
allows you to enjoy the holiday and 
every day.

Jim Davis once said, “Vegetables 

are a must on a diet. I suggest 
carrot cake, zucchini bread and 
pumpkin pie.” I will sign off now 
to enjoy one slice of pie, and wish 
you and your family a warm and 
safe Thanksgiving. n

WDUS offers portable generator sales and service

KEM Electric Cooperative 
works hard to build what 
Mother Nature tears down 

— but in the meantime, electrical 
service can still be interrupted. 
While line crews make every effort 
to keep these interruptions brief, 
natural disasters and North Dakota’s 
unpredictable weather may cause 
extended power outages when people 
need electric service the most. 

If going without power for even 
a few hours is a concern, you can 
take a simple, proactive step to avoid 
lapses by installing an automatic 
standby power generator.    

Joe Meier, chief operations officer 
for West Dakota Utility Services, 
or WDUS, says some people who 
might benefit by owning a generator 
include the elderly, those with health 
care needs that require electric 

service, families with young children, 
and farmers and ranchers who care 
for livestock.

“We have units that range in size 
from small to large,” Meier says. 
“For the farmer who milks cows, he 
could use a larger unit than someone 
who lives in the country and is only 
concerned about heat and water, 
and being able to cook himself a 
hot meal.”

A distributor that can order 
generators, WDUS can work with 
members to size the generator 
properly. The process includes filling 
out a brief questionnaire that rates 
the customer’s power requirements. 
Meier stresses it is important to 
have the unit sized appropriately, 
so it does not create issues with 
appliances. It also needs to be 
installed by a qualified technician, 

so it does not backfeed electricity 
into the power grid, and harm the 
linemen or the general public.

WDUS technicians can also 
inspect the generator annually, to 
make sure the electrical components 
are in working order.

“We offer sales and service for the 
customer,” Meier says.

If you are interested in purchasing 
a portable generator, Meier suggests 
not waiting until the weather 
becomes unpredictable and a power 
outage occurs.

“Now’s a great time to fill out the 
questionnaire and assess your needs, 
so we have an understanding of your 
power requirements and can make 
sure you have something on hand 
before the bad weather hits,” he says. 

West Dakota Utility Services is 
an independent business owned 
by Mor-Gran-Sou, Roughrider 
and Slope Electric Cooperatives. It 
services utility trucks, in addition 
to contractors and customers who 
have vehicles that need hydraulic 
repairs or N.D. Department of 
Transportation certification. WDUS 
also repairs welders, engines and 
utility tools including crimpers and 
hydraulic tamps, and is a distributor 
that can order hydraulic tools 
and generators.

If WDUS can help you with a 
project or repair, or fix you up with a 
generator, call 701-663-4365 or email 
wdus@btinet.net. n

BY JOE MEIER, CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER FOR WDUS, MANDAN
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Need Help with 
Heating Costs? 

LIHEAP can help. 
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
helps eligible low-income households with home heating costs.

•	 Heating	assistance
•	 Weatherization	services	
 (insulation, weather stripping, etc.)
•	 Furnace	and	chimney	cleaning	
•	 Furnace	repair	and	replacement	
•	 Emergency	assistance

Applications are accepted from October 1 through 
May 31 for each heating season.

For	help	filling	out	and	submitting	the	LIHEAP	
application, call 1-800-823-2417 ext: 158.

www.communityoptionsnd.com

UP092016

LIHEAP	is	federally	funded	and	administered	by	the	North	Dakota	Department	of	Human	Services	and	county	social	service	offices.

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

From small  change 
to life change

KEM Electric Cooperative’s Operation Round Up program has contributed 
$91,091 to 245 community recipients since it began in 2002. Your change 
changes lives. Donations have helped purchase equipment for fi re and ambulance 
departments, promoted youth activities and community development, and assisted 
with medical expenses.

Operation Round Up is a community development program that has truly made 
a diff erence in many lives.

Join Operation Round Up today!
Join fellow KEM Electric Cooperative members who support Operation Round 

Up by “rounding up’ your monthly bill to the nearest dollar. If you would like to 
enroll in Operation Round Up to donate funds, call KEM Electric Cooperative at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673.

Contact KEM Electric Cooperative or visit 
www.kemelectric.com/content/operation-roundup for a grant application.
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CHECK OUT THE ESSAY-CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com 

JUNE 9-15, 2018

TOP 3 REASONS 
TO ENTER THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST

1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., compliments of KEM Electric Cooperative.
2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic monuments, museums and the U.S. Capitol.
3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Lisa Rossow, KEM Electric, at the address listed below, or 
call 701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31, 2018. Emailed entries should be directed to 
lrossow@kemelectric.com, and hard-copy entries mailed to: Youth Tour Essay Contest, 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, Linton, ND 58552-0790.

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY

and win a trip of a lifetime!
AN ALL-EXPENSE-PAID TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

ESSAY QUESTION:
There are approximately 20 million military veterans in the United States today. How shall fellow U.S. citizens 

honor and look after these veterans, who have served and sacrifi ced on our behalf? Describe any special 
connection you may have to a veteran or active-duty member of the military.
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KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ................................................................... Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director .................................................................................. Linton
Dean Dewald, Director .........................................................................Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ........................................................................Zeeland

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund ..............General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Board meeting highlights: 
Sept. 26, 2017
• Approved the August regular Board 

meeting minutes
• Signed the special equipment summary
• A report was given by the voucher 

review committee
• Heard department updates
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance 

Cooperative update

• Signed the High Deductive Health 
Plan Resolution

• Discussed upcoming meetings/seminars
• Reviewed the 2018 operations budget
• Set the next regular board meeting for 

Oct. 24 at 9:30 a.m.

Join us on 
Facebook!
Join KEM Electric Cooperative 

on Facebook for important 
announcements, information about 

your electric cooperative, photos and 
other information!

KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
offices will be closed 
Friday, Nov. 10, in 

observance of Veterans Day, 
and Thursday and Friday, 

Nov. 23 and 24, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

If you experience a power 
outage, please call the 
cooperative’s offices 
at 800-472-2673 or 

701-254-4666. Your call 
will be routed to the proper 
contacts and lineworkers  

will be dispatched.

Holiday 
closings
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