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History comes alive
Inside, learn more about the 
upcoming threshing bee and 
show in Braddock.

• 
• 
• 
• 

The threshing crew was hard at work last 
year, loading shocks of grain into the 
threshing machine. Pictured are (from left) 
Brady Svalen of Bismarck, his father, Ryan, 
and Shane Siverson of Bismarck.
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The smell of freshly threshed 
grain, the chug-chug of an 
antique engine or the buzz 

of a sawmill – it’s all part of the 41st 
annual South Central Th reshing As-
sociation Th reshing Bee and Antique 
Show at Braddock Sept. 12-13 on 
the show’s grounds on the north side 
of Braddock.

History will fill the grounds once 
again as the association plans two 
days of events.

The show’s history dates back 
to the mid-1970s, when pheasants 
were being raised to boost the bird 
population in the Braddock area. It 
was decided to thresh a straw pile for 
the pheasants to overwinter.

As they continued the threshing 
every fall, the event began to draw 
a crowd.

“People started to come around 

and watch and it just started to 
blossom off of that,” said Arlene 
Svalen, Braddock, who serves as 
treasurer of the South Central 
Threshing Association. Tracy Moch, 
Braddock, serves as president of 
the association.

Pete Naaden of Braddock sold the 
association 23 acres just north of 
town, and the threshing show then 
had a permanent home.

With its own site, the South 
Central Threshing Association began 
moving in historic buildings as 
well as a machine shed, built a new 
machine shed for stationary engines 
and made other improvements, 
including a chuck wagon in the 
main building.

The first building to arrive was 
a big shed from the Driscoll area. 
An old school house was added 

from the Napoleon area. A former 
Lutheran Church was moved in from 
west of Hazelton. Another school 
from the Braddock area was added 
and made into Miss Kitty’s Saloon. 
It was donated by Herbert and 
Herman Preszler.

George Bohlin donated the historic 
Bohlin family farm house, and it 
was moved from five miles out in 
the country.

Another landmark on the 
threshing grounds is the Soo Line 
Depot from Moffit. The Braddock 
News Letterpress Museum was added 
in 2004 and will be expanded for the 
2015 show. A working blacksmith 
shop was added two years ago 
as was a railroad tool shed from 
Hazelton that once housed a track 
crew’s motorcar.

The association also owns several 

History comes alive
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Manual labor is required to operate the hand tie baler. Working last year were (from left) Corinne (Moch) Renz of Cambridge, 
Minn., Jacob Mock of Braddock and Paul Foertsch of Hazelton. Not pictured is David Moch who supervises.
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pieces of equipment, which are 
shown. The latest donation is a 
Parson 250 trench liner.

Both days start with a breakfast 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. At 11 a.m. 
Saturday, the third annual tractor 
trek will be held, sponsored by Titan 
Machinery in Kintyre. The trek starts 
in Kintyre and makes the eight-mile 
journey to arrive in Braddock for the 
antique parade at 1 p.m. Last year, 
40 tractors participated in the tractor 
trek in memory of  the late David 
Baumgartner, who had served as the 
president of the association.

Saturday afternoon will also 
include musical entertainment 
at 2:30 p.m. and demonstrations 
from 2:30-4 p.m. Old-fashioned 
equipment will be demonstrated, 
including threshing, a saw mill, 
shingle mill, hand-tie baler, wood 
planer, rock crushing, silo fillers and 
corn shredders.

A dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. 
sponsored by the Braddock Lions 
Club. At 8:30 p.m., classic country 
guitarist Jon Mill will entertain.

Sunday will include children’s 
activities from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., a 
parade at 1 p.m., and accordion 
music and a children’s pedal pull 
at 2 p.m.

At 3 p.m., a church service is held 
in the Pioneer Church and the day 
ends with free ice cream being served 
at 4:30 p.m.

Preparation takes about a month, 
with volunteers sharing a variety of 
skills – plumbers, carpenters, sheet 
metal workers, electricians, farmers 
and other workers.

Over the years, the club has 
purchased antiques and continually 
adds more to the collection, in 
addition to what people bring to the 
site for the show. 

This year, the Braddock News 
Letterpress Museum is expanded, 
with a working printing press 
demonstrated by Allan Burke of 
the Emmons County Record and 

Paul Erdelt of the Steele Ozone and 
Kidder County Press, as well as 
other volunteers.

A flea market and craft show is 
held both days and at the blacksmith 
shop makes items to sell also.

This year’s show will honor the 
charter members from 1974, Frank 
Privratsky and Rassen Rambough.

Admission to the show is $10 
for both days; children under 12 

are admitted for free. Camping 
is available for $20 a day for 
electrical hookups and $10 for 
primitive camping. n

(Thank you to the Emmons County 
Record for supplying some of the 
information for this article.)

Working at the blacksmith shop last year were (from left) blacksmiths Keith Cusey 
of Temvik, Bob McCay of Bismarck, Mancel Brandenberger of Forbes and Rick 
Wengel of Minot, assistant.

The Pioneer Church service last year was officiated by Sarah Herman, pastor of the 
United Methodist Churches in Napoleon and Lehr.
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YOU HAVE OPTIONS!
KEM Electric Cooperative takes the hassle out of paying your electric bill  
by offering a variety of options for payments.

BUDGET BILLING
Averaging the past 12 months 
of bills, KEM Electric develops a 
monthly bill that helps members 
budget payments that typically 
only vary by a few dollars from 
month-to-month.
For more information on 
budget billing, call the office at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673 
or email billing@kemelectric.com.

CREDIT/DEBIT 
CARD PAYMENTS
KEM Electric accepts VISA, MasterCard 
and Discover personal credit/debit 
cards as a form of payment on 
residential members’ electric bills. 
Credit/debit card payments can be 
handled either as a recurring payment 
or a one-time payment. 
To enroll in a recurring payment, 
complete the authorization form at 
www.kemelectric.com and return it to 
the cooperative office.
If residential members wish to use their 
credit/debit card occasionally, you can 
pay online or call the cooperative office 
with the credit/debit card information.

PAY BY BANK 
Have your payment automatically 
deducted from your checking or 
savings account. To enroll, complete 
the authorization form at www.
kemelectric.com and return it to KEM 
Electric along with a voided check. 
You will still receive your monthly 
billing statement each month.

USE THE MAIL
Of course, you can submit your 
payment in the envelope provided 
with your bill.

USE AN E-CHECK
With e-check, you can make a one-
time monthly payment with your 
checking or savings account. Just 
call KEM Electric at 701-254-4666 
or 800-472-2673 with the bank 
information, including the routing 
number and account number.

VISIT THE OFFICE
You can also make a payment by 
visiting KEM Electric’s office in Linton 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.
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Aproperly sized water heater 
will meet your household’s hot 
water needs while operating 

more effi  ciently. So, before purchasing 
a water heater, make sure it’s the 
correct size.

To properly size a storage water 
heater for your home – including a 
heat pump water heater with a tank – 
use the water heater’s fi rst hour rating. 
Th e fi rst hour rating is the number 
of gallons of hot water the heater can 
supply per hour (starting with a tank 
full of hot water). It depends on the 
tank capacity, source of heat (burner 
or element), and the size of the burner 
or element.

Th e Energy Guide label lists the 
fi rst hour rating in the top left  corner 
as “Capacity (fi rst hour rating).” 
Th e Federal Trade Commission 
requires an Energy Guide label on 
all new conventional storage water 
heaters but not on heat pump water 
heaters. Product literature from a 
manufacturer may also provide the 
fi rst hour rating. Look for water heater 
models with a fi rst hour rating that 
matches within one or two gallons of 
your peak hour demand – the daily 

peak one-hour hot water demand for 
your home.

To estimate your peak hour 
demand:
• Determine what time of day 

(morning, noon, evening) you use 
the most hot water in your home. 
Keep in mind the number of 
people living in your home.

• Use the worksheet below to 
estimate your maximum usage of 
hot water during this one hour 
of the day. Th is is your peak hour 
demand. Note: Th e worksheet 
does not estimate total daily hot 
water usage. n

Keep your 
energy bills 
out of hot water

You can lower your water heating 
costs by using and wasting less hot 
water in your home. To conserve hot 
water, you can fi x leaks and install low-
fl ow fi xtures.

Fix leaks
You can signifi cantly reduce hot 

water use by simply repairing leaks in 
fi xtures – faucets and shower heads – 
or pipes. A leak of one drip per second 
can cost $1 per month.

Install low-fl ow fi xtures
For maximum water effi ciency, 

select a shower head with a fl ow rate 
of less than 2.5 gallons per minute 
(gpm). There are two basic types of 
low-fl ow shower heads: aerating and 
laminar-fl ow. Aerating shower heads 
mix air with water, forming a misty 
spray. Laminar-fl ow shower heads form 
individual streams of water. 

If you have fi xtures that pre-date 
1992, you might want to replace 
them if you’re not sure of their fl ow 
rates. Here’s a quick test to determine 
whether you should replace a shower 
head:
• Place a bucket – marked in 

gallon increments – under your 
shower head.

• Turn on the shower at the normal 
water pressure you use.

• Time how many seconds it 
takes to fi ll the bucket to the 
one-gallon mark.

• If it takes less than 20 seconds 
to reach the one-gallon mark, 
you could benefi t from a low-fl ow 
shower head.

The aerator – the screw-on tip 
of a faucet – ultimately determines 
the maximum fl ow rate of a faucet. 
Typically, new kitchen faucets come 
equipped with aerators that restrict 
fl ow rates to 2.2 gpm, while new 
bathroom faucets have ones that 
restrict fl ow rates from 1.5 to 0.5 gpm.

Aerators are inexpensive to replace 
and they can be one of the most cost-
effective water conservation measures. 
For maximum water effi ciency, 
purchase aerators that have fl ow rates 
of no more than 1 gpm. Some aerators 
even come with shut-off valves that 
allow you to stop the fl ow of water 
without affecting the temperature. 
When replacing an aerator, bring the 
one you’re replacing to the store with 
you to ensure a proper fi t. n

How to size your 

water 
heater

Worksheet for Estimating Peak Hour Demand/First Hour Rating

Use Average gallons of hot 
water per usage

 Times used 
during 1 hour

 Gallons 
used in 1 
hour

Shower 10 ×  =  
Shaving (.05 gallon per 
minute)

2 ×  =  

Hand dishwashing or 
food prep (2 gallons per 
minute)

4 ×  =  

Automatic dishwasher 6 ×  =  
Clothes washer 7 ×  =  
   Total Peak 

Hour Demand
=  
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HVAC  =  Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning

WARNING SIGNS OF WARNING SIGNS OF 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS

   Take note if your 

ENERGY BILL
   goes up without 
   increased use.

Clunking, knocking 
or other sounds.

Certain areas of 
the home are 

HOTTER
OR

COOLER
than others.

HVAC breaker keeps tripping.

IT MAY BE TIME FOR A REPLACEMENTIT MAY BE TIME FOR A REPLACEMENT

UPKEEP AND MAINTENANCE

Replace the HVAC air 
�lter at least every

90 DAYS.

Keep intake and output vents clean and 
CLEAR OF DEBRIS AND DUST.

Visit www.es�.org for 
tips on how to use 

portable heaters and air 
conditioning units safely.

Have your heating and air 
conditioning systems INSPECTED 

by a quali�ed service professional at 
least ONCE A YEAR to make sure 

they are running at optimal 
e�ciency and to diagnose any 

potential problems.

Some heating appliances may 
produce carbon monoxide (CO), 
a POISONOUS GAS that is 
tasteless, colorless, and odorless.  
Protect your home with CO alarms 
and TEST them MONTHLY to 
ensure they are working properly.

Make sure all FUEL-BURNING 
heating equipment is vented to the 
outside without OBSTRUCTION.

1015
If your furnace
is more than 

15
  years old…

If your 
air conditioner 
is more than

10
  years old…

%%

All repairs should be 
performed by a certi�ed 

HVAC technician.

HVAC systems
use the most 

household energy.

#1

The air in the home is too        

humid or too dry.

O
N
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HVAC Maintenance:AC Maintenance:AC Maintenance:
Get Your Ducts in a RowGet Your Ducts in a RowGet Your Ducts in a Row
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Type of 
Insulation

R-value 
per inch (range)

Common 
Uses

Installation 
Method

Batts, Rolls

Fiberglass 3.17 (3.0-4.0) Wall, floor and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, joists 
or rafters

Rock Wool 3.17 (3.0-3.7) Wall, floor and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, joists 
or rafters

Cotton 3.2 Wall, floor and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, joists 
or rafters

Loose, Poured, or Blown

Fiberglass 2.2 (2.2-4.0) Ceiling cavities Poured or fluffed, or blown 
by machine

Rock Wool 3.1 (2.8-3.7) Ceiling cavities Poured or fluffed, or blown 
by machine

Dry Cellulose 3.2 (2.8-3.7) Ceiling cavities Blown by machine

Wet-Spray Cellulose 3.5 (3.0-3.7) Wall cavities Sprayed into cavities

Perlite 2.7 (2.5-4.0) Hollow concrete block Poured

Polyurethane 6.2 (5.8-6.8) Wall and ceiling cavities Foamed into cavities

Open-cell Isocyanurate 
(Icynene™) 3.6 Wall and ceiling cavities Foamed into open 

or closed cavities

Magnesium Silicate (Air 
Krete™) 3.9 Wall cavities Foamed into 

open cavities

Comparing 
insulation 
VALUE
Adding insulation? 
Check the material’s R-value 
— the ability of insulation to 
resist the transfer of heat. 
R-value depends on material, 
thickness and density. A 
higher R-value indicates more 
effective insulation, saving 
energy dollars.

Compare R-values and 
common uses for several 
types of insulation:

Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, E Source
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KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Gary Hulm ....................Line Superintendent
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Alex Craigmile .................Business Manager
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck
HDR Engineers Inc., 
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

For sale on bids: 2008 Ford F-350 super duty, utility truck, mileage 153,000, 
automatic transmission. Vehicle is sold as is, no warranty. KEM Electric Cooperative 
will be accepting bids through Oct. 16, 2015. KEM Electric reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids. To see this vehicle or for more information, contact the cooperative 
office at 701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com.

For sale on bids: 1988 Ford Ranger, manual five-speed, two-wheel drive, just under 
62,000 miles. Vehicle is sold as is, no warranty. KEM Electric Cooperative will be 
accepting bids through Oct. 16, 2015. KEM Electric reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids. To see this vehicle or for more information, contact the cooperative office at 
701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com.

For sale on bids: Eight-foot Chevrolet pickup box. Will fit Chevy pickups from 2003-
2006. Came from 2006 Chevy 3500. Pickup box is sold as is, no warranty. KEM 
Electric Cooperative will be accepting bids through Oct. 16, 2015. KEM Electric 
reserves the right to reject any or all bids. To see this vehicle or for more information, 
contact the cooperative office at 701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com.

July 28, 2015
• Approved the May and 

June regular board meeting 
minutes

• Reorganization of the board
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings 

attended
• Heard Innovative Energy 

Alliance update
• Signed the special equipment 

summary 
• A report was given by the 

Voucher Review Committee
• Approved the retirement of 

several estates
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