
Austin Cusey represented 
KEM Electric Cooperative 
on the 2017 Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour. 
In this month’s local pages, 
learn how the nation’s 
capital had several personal 
ties that brought the trip 
home to Steele.

A worldly experience
close to home
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Washington, D.C., is an 
international metropolis 
far from home — but it’s a 

small world, after all.
That’s what Austin Cusey discovered 

on the 2017 Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour.

Austin was one of 16 North Dakota 
high school students to attend the 
53rd annual Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour in our nation’s capital 
for a weeklong adventure in June. 
The North Dakota delegation joined 
a record 1,800 students from around 
the nation for a fast-paced, intensive 

week of learning about history and 
American government; visiting with 
their state’s congressional delegation; 
becoming more knowledgeable about 
the cooperative business model; 
and touring museums, national 
monuments and memorials. Sponsored 
by their family’s electric distribution 
cooperative, the students also develop 
leadership skills and a national network 
of peers.

He earned the opportunity to 
travel when he entered an essay-
writing contest that is sponsored 
annually by KEM Electric. The son of 

members James and Meredith Cusey, 
Austin answered the following topic: 
“Democracy is the foundation of our 
American way of life and of cooperative 
enterprise. The fundamentals of 
democracy include voter participation, 
political party affiliation, and public 
debate of issues. Describe what you 
think makes our current democracy 
strong, and provide suggestions for 
ways our democracy can be made 
stronger and more effective.”

Austin, an 11th-grade student who 
lives northwest of Steele, had never 
traveled to Washington, D.C., before. 
He thought he had a good idea of what 
to expect while on the tour, because 
he had seen monuments including the 
Lincoln Memorial and Washington 
Monument in movies.  

Finding the grand architecture much 
more impressive in person, Austin was 
fascinated by the sheer size and detail 
of the marble, granite and bluestone 
gneiss. He says he developed an 
appreciation for the time it must have 
taken to construct these interesting and 
educational sites.

At the Smithsonian Institute, Austin 
toured three of the 11 museums, 
including the Air and Space Museum, 
American History Museum and the 
Natural History Museum. He also 
visited the U.S. Holocaust Museum, 
and was mortified to learn the grisly 
details of the persecution and mass 
murder of the Jews and other people 
the Nazi regime deemed inferior. 

The “horror and evil” Austin says he 
learned about at the museum seemed 
a million miles from home — until 
some teenagers on the Youth Tour 
spoke up and said their ancestors had 
been persecuted in the Holocaust. That 
defining moment brought the Youth 
Tour back home to Steele. 

Austin, himself, is related to a victim 
of a hate crime. One of his second 
cousins, Craig Amundson, lost his 
life on Sept. 11, 2001, when hijackers 
crashed American Airlines Flight 77 
into the Pentagon. 

YOUTH TOUR: 
A worldly experience 
close to home
BY CARMEN DEVNEY
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KEM Electric representative Austin Cusey (right) enjoyed a “worldly” experience while 
on the Youth Tour.
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The physical damage to the Pentagon 
was rebuilt in less than one year, 
but the attack changed lives forever. 
Amundson’s name will forever be 
memorialized on a bench at the 
Pentagon Memorial, and Austin had 
the privilege of seeing it and feeling a 
bond while on the Youth Tour. 

Another hometown connection was 
made when Austin met Congressman 
Kevin Cramer, who shared his views 
on health care reform and other issues. 
While Representative Cramer has the 
ability to influence decision-makers in 
his service on the House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, and three 
additional subcommittees, Austin said 
Cramer was approachable and simply 
seemed like, “another person.”

In addition to hearing about hopes 
for the future from Congressman 
Cramer, Austin heard other inspiration 

messages including one from Jim 
Matheson on Cooperative Day, 
who said that rural areas are the 
heartbeat of America. Matheson 
is the chief executive officer of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA).

“You bring a voice that wants to 
engage with people, and talk about 
your community and what matters 
to you,” said Matheson. “It’s up to all 
of us to support it, nurture it, hold it 
accountable and make it work. That’s 
the approach of NRECA, and that’s the 
approach you will help us pursue.”

During Cooperative Day, Austin 
learned about the business model of 
consumers being the member-owners, 
and how people continue to work 
together for the greater good. 

“It really showed me how electric 
cooperatives depend on one another. 

It costs a lot of money to put up power 
lines and provide energy, whether it’s in 
the form of coal or a dam,” he says. 

While he didn’t know much about 
KEM Electric Cooperative before 
the Youth Tour, Austin does now 
— and he wants to thank the co-op 
membership for sending him on 
the trip and supporting the annual 
opportunity. From the fancy hotel to 
the Hard Rock Café in Baltimore to 
the baseball game and much more, for 
Austin, the Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour was a worldly experience that at 
times was so very close to home. 

In October, KEM Electric 
Cooperative will ask the next batch 
of students to apply for the 2018 
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. For 
information, visit www.ndyouthtour.
com or www.youthtour.coop, or call 
KEM Electric Cooperative. 

Education is a fundamental principle of electric cooperatives. Boards of directors and managers say they believe 
it’s imperative to help students understand the democratic process and gain the skills necessary to become 
tomorrow’s leaders. By sponsoring the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour, North Dakota’s electric cooperatives 
are helping high school students experience government firsthand by visiting Washington, D.C., meeting their 
representatives and senators, and building a better understanding of our country and their role as engaged 
citizens. On the tour this year, Austin Cusey met Representative Kevin Cramer.

PH
O

TO
 BY PETE ER

IC
KSO

N

The son of KEM Electric Cooperative members James and Meredith Cusey, Austin Cusey 
(front row, far right) traveled to Washington, D.C. June 10 to 16 for the 2017 Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour. Comparing the capital’s monuments and memorials he had 
seen in movies to standing next to them on the tour, Austin says everything is much 
bigger and more impressive in person.

Austin Cusey’s second cousin, Craig 
Amundson, lost his life on Sept. 11, 
2001, when hijackers crashed American 
Airlines Flight 77 into the Pentagon. 
At the site of the attack, Amundson 
will always be remembered; his name 
appears on a bench, along with the 
names of 183 others who perished.
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40 ft. radius
safe distance

If you can safely drive 
away... 

If you must exit the 
machinery...

ALERT TODAY, ALIVE TOMORROW: 
HEADS UP FOR FARM SAFETY 
Stay safe around downed power lines. Consider all lines, equipment and conductors to be live and dangerous.

If the vehicle is on fire, or you must exit for other 
safety reasons, follow these steps:

Jump clear of the vehicle. Do 
not let any part of your body 
or clothes touch the ground 
and the machinery at the 
same time. 

1. 

Call for help. Make sure no 
one gets within 40 ft. of the 
downed line.

4. Do not re-enter the area or 
vehicle until emergency 
responders and your electric 
co-op crews determine it is safe.

5. 

Land with feet together and 
hop away in small steps to 
minimize the path of electric 
current and avoid electric 
shock.

2. Keep going until you are at 
least 40 ft. away.3. 

If you are inside farm 
machinery that makes 
contact with a downed 
power line, know what to do!

If you can drive safely away from the 
power source without bringing down the 
utility pole and lines, travel at least 40 ft. 
before exiting.

If you are unable to drive the machinery 
due to injury, obstacles or it is 
inoperable, do NOT exit. Call for help and 
warn anyone nearby NOT to approach. 
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In July, the five members who serve on the Charitable 
Trust representing KEM Electric Cooperative met 
and awarded an Operation Round Up grant to the 

following recipients:
1. Th e Kidder County District Health Unit, for a new 

machine called PlusOptix. It will be used for vision 
screening at schools in the cooperative service area.

2. Th e Napoleon Public School Playground, for 
updated playground equipment that will greatly 
benefi t students with special needs.

3. Clipper Tots Daycare in Strasburg, for heating and 
air conditioning units.

Operation Round Up is a voluntary program in which 
electric cooperative members round up their monthly 
utility bills to the nearest dollar and donate their change to 
local individuals, groups or charities with a specific need. 
The money pools and accumulates, and an elected board 
of co-op members reviews the grant applications that have 
been submitted and determines grant worthiness.

The next Charitable Trust meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at co-op headquarters in Linton. The 
next application deadline will be Saturday, Sept. 30. Any 
person or group in the KEM Electric Cooperative service 
area may apply to receive an Operation Round Up grant. 

To request an application, call KEM at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673, or download the form at www.kemelectric.
com (click “Your Community” and “Operation 
Round Up”).

Meet the co-op members who serve on the 
Charitable Trust

Members of the Charitable Trust are elected and serve 
three-year terms. Veteran board members are Michael 
Knoll, chair, and Kellie Wikenheiser (vice chair) and 
Susan Wald (secretary-treasurer).

New to the board are KEM Electric Cooperative 
members Susan Meidinger and Tami Naaden. We 
welcome them and thank them for their interest.

Two vacancies will be filled at the Oct. 18 meeting.

Thank you, outgoing members
KEM Electric 

Cooperative thanks 
members Tony 
Schaffner, Pam Gross, 
Jean Schoenhard, 
Bernie Schiermesiter 
and Viola Gefroh for 
having served on the 
Charitable Trust, and 
given your time and 
talents to cooperative 
and community. 

Operation Round 
Up grants awarded; 
applications being 
accepted

Board meeting highlights: July 27, 2017
• Reorganization of the Board was held. Victor Wald is Chairman, Carmen Essig is Vice Chairman, and 

Carter Vander Wal remains as secretary.
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance Cooperative updates from Co-General Managers/Chief Executive Offi  cers 

Chris Baumgartner and Donald Franklund.
• Approved a resolution authorizing the amendment and restatement of the Retirement Security and/or 401(k) 

Pension Plan of the Cooperative. 
• Selected voting delegates for upcoming meetings.
• Approved the fi nancials for May and June.
• Th e next regular board meeting was set for Aug. 22, 2017.

This is a blueprint of the Napoleon school playground, with 
equipment purchased, in part, through an Operation Round 
Up grant thanks to the KEM Electric Cooperative members 
who participate in the program.
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Ronald McDonald Care Mobile
Getting rid of dental pain and  
fear in the KEM Electric service area
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

The boy was 8 years old, and 
he had never been taken to 
a dentist. A school guidance 

counselor or nurse saw the child was 
in pain and referred him to the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile®: a state-
of-the-art traveling clinic that parks 
outside of schools and brings dental 
care to children in need. 

The child’s tooth needed to be 
pulled; it was the last resort and only 
way. He was scared yet brave, and the 
procedure went just fine. He left the 
bus with an oral health care goodie 
bag containing a toothbrush, paste 
and floss.

The next day, the child came back to 
the Care Mobile after school, grabbed 
one of the staff members, wrapped 
his arms around her legs and opened 
his mouth. 

“My mouth doesn’t hurt anymore!” 
he exclaimed. 

Kathy Keiser still becomes 
emotional as she shares the story of 
one of the first children the staff served 
more than five years ago. 

“To be able to remove pain from 
a child, there is no greater gift for our 
staff,” she says.

Keiser is the executive director of 
the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile. 
She says the child’s situation is 
unfortunately not unique because 
children who grow up with poor oral 
healthcare think it’s normal for teeth 
to hurt.

One of the greatest unmet needs 
of low-income families is access to 
dental care. Untreated dental problems 
can result in pain and infection, 
create difficulty chewing and eating, 
and interfere with concentration 

and learning.
The Care Mobile targets its services 

and coordinates with schools with 
greater than 40 percent of their 
children on the free- and reduced-fee 
school lunch program, Head Start 
programs, reservation areas and 
community health centers without 
dental clinics. Children who do not 
have a regular dentist and have not 
seen a dentist within the past two years 
are eligible for services. 

“We want every child to have a 
dental home. If we can find a dentist 
who will take them, nothing makes 
us happier than to refer kids to a local 
provider. But sometimes, there are 
no other options. Perhaps no one 
will accept Medicaid in their area, or 

parents can’t get time off from work, 
or money is tight and dental care is not 
at the top of the parent’s list of things 
they have to get done for their kids,” 
Keiser says. “It was never our intention 
to become the dental home for these 
children, but for many of them, we are 
the only game in town.”

Owned and operated by Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of 
Bismarck, the clinic provides basic 
dental services including exams, 
oral health education, cleanings, 
fluoride treatments, sealants, fillings 
pulpotomies, simple extractions and 
referrals as needed. 

The Care Mobile uses digital X-rays 
and electronic dental records. Bridging 
the Dental Gap, Inc. is the clinical 

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile is made possible through the generous 
contributions and support of major partners/sponsors including KEM Electric 
Cooperative, Roughrider Electric Cooperative, Slope Electric Cooperative and Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative. In addition to financial support, Basin Electric also 
donated two used minivans that became the Care Mobile’s “Tooth Taxis,” which are 
used to transport staff.
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service provider that oversees the 
dental staff and manages the delivery 
of the dental services. Dental staff 
includes Dr. Christine Peterson as 
dentist, a dental hygienist and a dental 
assistant licensed and registered in 
North Dakota.

Tim Dockter, manager of member 
services for KEM, says the cooperative 
has co-sponsored the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile since 2013.

“The KEM Electric board of 
directors is pleased to be a part of this 
greatly needed service,” he says.

The Care Mobile will visit the  
KEM Electric Cooperative service area 
in September and October, in Tappen 
Sept. 11 to 15, and Hazelton, Moffit 
and Braddock on Oct. 16. The children 
who will be seen would not visit the 
dentist otherwise. Their families will 
not be billed for the services. Instead, 
the staff bills insurance and Medicaid 
when possible, and relies on donations 
from generous sponsors including 
KEM Electric.

Keiser says the beauty of the 
program’s partnership with the 
cooperatives is the member-owners 
they serve. Many of KEM Electric’s 
members have offered to store the 
Care Mobile at night, so its assets 

are protected and it does not freeze. 
Members have also taken the staff to 
dinner or brought them food.

“We could not operate this program 
without the cooperation of site partners 
and site sponsors,” she says. “The 
co-ops have been just a great partner 
for us. The people at KEM Electric, 
they’ve been special friends to us and 

special partners. Our crews love to go 
there, and they are treated well.”

While there are many fulfilling 
aspects about the Care Mobile 
program, Keiser says the best is 
knowing the staff is improving 
the quality of life for North 
Dakota children.

“If we can make going to the dentist 
a positive experience, then it’s likely 
these children will become good dental 
patients and it will save them a lot of 
pain and discomfort. It will also save 
the state of North Dakota hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in treating these 
kids,” she says.

For more information on the 
Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 
or to schedule a week at your 
school or in your community, visit 
rmhcbismarck.org/caremobile/ or 
contact Keiser or Celeste Espeseth 
at rmcm@rmhcbismarck.org or 
701-258-8551. n

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile delivers oral health services to underserved 
children in the western half of North Dakota. It will provide services to children in the 
KEM Electric Cooperative service area: in Tappen Sept. 11 to 15, and in Hazelton, 
Moffit and Braddock on Oct. 16. 

In September and October, the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will stop in the KEM 
Electric Cooperative service area and provide services to local school-age children 
who would not see a dentist otherwise. The clinic provides basic dental services 
including exams, X-rays, cleanings, fluoride treatments, sealants, simple extractions, 
oral health education and more to 1,000 children each year. Since its launch in 
2012, more than 4,500 children have been served for a value of $2.5 million.
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KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ................................................................... Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director .................................................................................. Linton
Dean Dewald, Director .........................................................................Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ........................................................................Zeeland

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

KEM Electric Cooperative hired two apprentice linemen as temporary help this summer. Braden Klose and 
Tyler Schummer have been helping KEM add new services, patrol line and maintain the system. KEM’s 
experienced line crews have been helping Klose and Schummer, by teaching them a variety of processes 

and techniques, and giving them the opportunity to log the hours they need to become journeymen linemen.
In the cooperative spirit of working together for the greater good, KEM Electric Cooperative is proud of this 

partnership that exhibits the fifth cooperative principle: Education, training and information. 

KEM Lead Lineman Kevin Horner (center) mentors Apprentice Linemen 
Braden Klose (left) and Tyler Schummer by watching them work, providing 
guidance and showing them best practices in the field. In August, they worked 
together with Area Foreman Jeff Gefre to install underground cable in some 
Cattail Bay neighborhoods, to improve system reliability in the area.

Win/win
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MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund ..............General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com
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