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C RRENT NEWS

Annual meeting details strong year
BY ANNE HANSEN

Once a year, cooperatives open 
their doors – or, in this case, a 
parking lot ‐ to their members to 

share information, answer questions and 
hold elections. KEM Electric Cooperative 
delivered on its cooperative promise to 
members during its 77th annual meeting 
on Oct. 7 in Napoleon. 
 Because the incumbents were 
unopposed, members were asked to 
reelect incumbent directors for both 
2020 and 2021 and a unanimous honk 
on their horns signified the approval of a 
unanimous ballot to reelect:  
• Victor (Chuck) Wald, District 4, filling 

a 2020 vacancy 
• Dean Dewald, District 5, filling a 

2020 vacancy 
• Carmen Essig, District at Large, 

filling a 2020 vacancy 
• John Beck, District 1, filling a 2021 

vacancy 
• Carter Vander Wal, District 2, filling 

a 2021 vacancy 
Proposed and amended bylaws 

included the following: 
• an addition to the bylaws to define a 

member in good standing 
• an addition to addresses the 

procedure for nominating 
individuals to serve as a director of 
the cooperative 

• a change to set forth the process for 
modifying cooperative bylaws 

Travis Kupper, co-manager/CEO of KEM Electric Cooperative, shares an update with 
members during the annual meeting.



Co-op employees Brave the Shave
Five KEM Electric Cooperative employees 
were brave enough to shave their heads 
for a cause on Sept. 17 during Brave the 
Shave. The annual event raises money 
for cancer research and supports fami‐

lies who have been impacted by cancer. 
KEM Electric Cooperative employees 
raised $650 to Brave the Shave at the 
Linton office.

Journeyman lineworkers Jeff Gefre, Tyler Jacob, Austin Ohlhauser and Tyler Schummer, 
and Area Foreman Kevin Horner all participated.

Holiday closings
KEM Electric Cooperative will 
be closed Thursday, Nov. 11, in 
observance of Veterans Day, and 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 25 and 26, 
for the Thanksgiving holiday.
Line crews will be available in the 
case of an emergency or power 
outage.

We thank all veterans and members 
of the military for their service and 
sacrifice!


