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Volunteer (when safe!) to make a positive impact
The holiday season is here, and thank goodness 2021 is around the corner!
Many will agree 2020 was full of unique challenges. While we’ve experienced
our share at KEM Electric Cooperative, we are heartened by the many ways our
members have pulled together to strengthen our area communities.
Just this October, KEM awarded Operation Round Up grants to two rural fire
districts powered mostly by volunteers. Dawson Rural Fire District used its grant
to purchase shelves to organize the hall. Ashley Fire Protection District used its
grant to reconfigure how they charge firetruck batteries. In addition, the Wishek
Park Board received an Operation Round Up grant to put toward a warming
house and Zamboni garage.
By rounding up your utility bills and contributing to the Operation Round Up
program, you are joining efforts with your neighbors to improve the quality of
life in our local service areas.
While this effort occurred just prior to the holidays, KEM’s concern for
community is year‐round.
Because we are a co‐op, giving back is part of who we are. Several of our
lineworkers are volunteer firefighters and first‐responders who put their lives at
risk to help others. Other co‐op employees coach youth sports, mentor 4‐H kids,
serve on local boards, and the list goes on.
While it’s hard to quantify the impact volunteers have, we believe they make a
tremendous difference. Like the two rural fire districts noted above, many
organizations rely on volunteers to fulfill their missions. Not only do volunteers
make needed services in rural areas possible, they spread compassion through
their efforts.
Most volunteer efforts do not require a big commitment or special skills … just
someone who cares.
The pandemic may have changed how and where we give our time, and that’s
alright! 2021 is around the corner. It’s a fresh start, and a great time to re‐
evaluate our goals and how best to achieve them.
When the time is right, join KEM in powering our local communities through
volunteer efforts! When you give, you will receive — satisfaction in knowing YOU
are an asset to an organization, our communities and our world.

Heating assistance may
be available with LIHEAP
The Low Income Heating Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) can help
eligible low‐income households with
home heating costs. The program can
help with:
• Heating assistance;
• Weatherization services;
• Furnace and chimney cleaning;
• Furnace repair and replacement;
• Emergency assistance.
Visit www.communityoptionsnd.com
for information. For help filling out and
submitting the LIHEAP application, call
800‐823‐2417 ext. 140.

Youth Tour update
Due to circumstances surrounding
the pandemic, the Electric Cooperative
Youth tour essay‐writing contest and
trip has been sidelined for 2021.
Safety is the culture of KEM Electric,
and while we are disappointed at this
turn of events, we know better years
are ahead for our students and our
chaperones.
Members, thank you for your
understanding as we navigate these
ever‐changing times.

Holiday closings
KEM Electric will be closed:
Thursday, Dec. 24, and Friday, Dec. 25,
for Christmas; and Friday, Jan. 1, 2021,
for New Year’s Day.
Line crews will be available in case of
an emergency or power outage.

Also in the December issue
of North Dakota Living:
 Line crews patrol power lines
 Board Meeting minutes and more

We feel it’s important to help finance our local students’ educational journeys,
and are offering college scholarships to area students.
KEM Electric will award eight $500 scholarships to qualified applicants whose
parent(s) or guardian(s) are members of the co‐op. School representatives
from Ashley, Hazelton‐Moffit‐Braddock (HMB), Kidder County, Linton, Napoleon,
Strasburg, Wishek, and Zeeland high schools will select one graduating senior to
receive the funds.
Interested in applying? Students should contact their school counselor for
deadline information. The schools will forward each recipient’s name to KEM.
KEM will also award a $1,000 scholarship sponsored by Basin Electric Power
Cooperative; and a $500 scholarship to a graduating senior who is attending
homeschool or working toward a GED.
Good luck, students, and thank you! You are our future.

