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Linemen Appreciation Day: 
April 12, 2021

“Whereas linemen leave their families and put their lives on 
the line every day to keep the power on; Whereas linemen 
work 365 days a year under dangerous conditions to build, 
maintain and repair the electric infrastructure; Whereas 
linemen are the first-responders of the electric cooperative 
family, getting power back on and making things safe for 
all after storms and accidents; and Whereas there would 
be no electric cooperatives without the brave men and 
women who comprise our corps of linemen; Therefore 
be resolved that NRECA recognize the Second Monday of 
April of each year as National Lineman Appreciation Day 
and recognize the contributions of these valuable men and 
women to America’s Electric Cooperatives.”

NRECA Board Resolution (2015)
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A message from KEM Electric Cooperative …
Ensuring reliability as power supply tightens

A complex network of electricity generators and 
tens of thousands of miles of electrical lines 
work together to ensure that enough electricity is 

available on the coldest winter morning and during the 
dog days of summer. 

What happens when the demand for power overwhelms 
the ability to provide it? That’s a particularly vexing 
question, given the transition taking place in how 
electricity is produced and shared across this network.  

The key to meeting the energy needs essential to your 
quality of life is balancing electricity supply with demand. 
There is a complex web of facilities and organizations that 
work together to make it happen each day. 

Regional transmission organizations coordinate, control 
and monitor the electric grid across several states in a 
region. Think of them as energy traffic managers on an 
interstate highway system, regulating the number of cars – 
in this case, electricity – and their destination. 

Even so, on some days there is an imbalance in 
that system that leads to rolling power interruptions 
or blackouts — so-called “max-gen” events. In those 

cases, supply simply can’t keep up with demand. In the 
Midcontinent region comprised of 15 states, there were 
six max-gen events from 2006 to 2016. Since 2016, there 
have been 15, including three last July and August alone. 

That’s because power plants that generate electricity are 
being closed faster than new producers are coming online. 
In most cases, traditional large-scale power suppliers such 
as coal and nuclear plants are being closed and replaced 
by alternatives on a much smaller scale. This gap is closing 
more quickly despite the development of new natural gas-
fueled power plants. 

As more electric utilities pursue zero- or low-carbon 
initiatives by 2035 and beyond, this challenge will grow 
more complex. So, what’s the answer?

Electric cooperatives and others in the energy sector will 
continue to develop renewable options and pursue new 
technologies. But absent new, large-scale alternatives and 
advances in energy storage, the stalwarts of today’s energy 
fleet — coal and nuclear energy facilities — must continue 
to operate in many regions. In some, they remain the most 
cost-effective options for producing electricity.  

Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s Antelope Valley Station, located northwest of Beulah, can provide up to 900 megawatts of 
baseload generation daily. One of KEM’s power suppliers, Basin Electric has a diverse resource portfolio that provides affordable, 
reliable generation to meet our members’ needs. Coal baseload generation makes up 44 percent of Basin Electric’s resource 
portfolio, while natural gas provides about 20 percent, wind provides about 20 percent, and other sources like recovered energy, 
oil, diesel and jet fuel, as well as market purchases, make up the remainder of the resources. Basin Electric believes in an all-of-
the-above energy strategy, as it requires using all the resources to fill in the gaps and provide reliable energy delivery.
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Interested in becoming a director?
KEM Electric Cooperative’s 2021 annual meeting has 

been scheduled for Thursday, June 17.
Because an election was not held in 2020 due to the 

pandemic, there will be five Board seats up for election at 
the 2021 annual meeting. They include the seats of  
Victor (Chuck) Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald, District 
5; and Carmen Essig, At-Large, which would have been 
filled in 2020. In addition, they include John Beck, District 
1; and Carter Vander Wal, District 2, who are up for re-
election this year.

KEM Electric Cooperative is governed by a seven-
member board of directors that is elected by you – the 
members and owners of the electric cooperative. 

The cooperative is divided into five districts, with one 
director representing each district and two at-large board 
seats. The current board of directors includes: District 1, 
John Beck; District 2, Carter Vander Wal; District 3, Neil 
Meidinger; District 4, Victor (Chuck) J. Wald; District 5, 
Dean Dewald; at-large director, Dean Hummel; and at-
large director, Carmen Essig.

If you are interested in becoming a director for KEM 
Electric Cooperative, please see the following section of 
bylaws pertaining to filing a petition for a director seat:

404. Member Petition-Form.
(a) Each petition shall contain the following:

1. The name of the member nominee.
2. The director position for which the member 

nominee shall run.
3. The printed names, addresses and telephone 

numbers, date of signature, and original 
signatures of each member signing 
the petition.

4. At least 25 signatures of the members of the 
respective district, or members at large, as the 
case may be.

(b) In the case of joint members, the signature 
of one or more than one joint member shall 
constitute one joint member.

(c) Firms, associations, corporations or 
body politics shall have the right to place 
one signature on a petition, the same as 
other members, by the signature of a duly 
appointed representative.

(d) Petitions may not be circulated or signed more 
than 90 days before the date when petitions must 
be filed pursuant to this bylaw. Any signatures 
to a nominating petition obtained more than 90 
days before that date may not be counted.

(e) All petitions must be filed at the principal offices 
of the cooperative not less than 45 days prior to 
the date of the meeting of the members, as fixed 
by the board of directors.

(f) After verifying that a petition complies with this 
bylaw, the secretary of the board of directors 
shall post a list of nominations for directors at 
the principal office of the cooperative at least 30 
days before the meeting of the members. 

If you would like to place your name on the ballot, 
download a petition at www.kemelectric.com (Click Your 
Community and Annual Meeting). You may also call KEM 
at 701-254-4666 and request a petition, and we will mail it. 
Petitions became available on Feb. 17. 

*Petitions must be returned to the cooperative  
office no later than May 3.*

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor  
at the annual meeting.

Save the date
KEM Electric Cooperative Annual Meeting 

June 17, 2021
Location to be determined

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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The following list contains the names of current or 
former KEM Electric Cooperative members who 
have unclaimed capital credit checks that were 

mailed in November 2020. These checks have either been 
received but not cashed, or returned to KEM by the postal 
service because they could not locate the members at the 
address on file. A further search by KEM personnel has 
not turned up their whereabouts.

If you know of the whereabouts of members on this 
list, please have them contact KEM at 800-472-2673 or 
701-254-4666. Please keep in mind that not all of the 
capital credit amounts are large but we would like to get 
these checks to the proper parties.

Persons who wish to claim checks from the 
following list should be prepared to provide proper 
personal identification.

What are capital credits? 
KEM Electric Cooperative is a nonprofit business. 

We exist only to provide goods and services to you, 
our members; not to make a profit for a shareholder or 
investor. Cooperatives are operated to provide at-cost 
electric service to their members.

When all the expenses are paid, the cooperative’s 
margins are credited to you in the form of capital credits. 
As the financial condition of your cooperative allows, 
you are paid these capital credits. In the meantime, your 
capital credits are your equity in the cooperative.

Refunds are allocated based on the amount of business a 
member does with the cooperative — the more electricity 
used, the larger the capital credit check.

If you have questions about your capital credits or 
would like a more detailed explanation, contact KEM at 
800-472-2673 or 701-254-4666.

UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

AFFELDT, BETTY
APPLEBAUM, ARNOLD N.
ARP, TERRY O.
BAUMAN, DAVE J.
BAUMAN, FLORIAN
BAUMGARTNER, DAVID
BECK, EMERY, W.
BERNHARDT, CALVIN A.
BITZ, MARCELLA
BOSCH, FRANCIS A.
BOSCH, FRANK T.
BRAUN, DONALD D.
BRUSVEN, LARRY
BURLINGTON NORTHERN 

SANTA FE RAILWAY CO.
CHRISTENSEN, MARJORIE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CORWIN, WICKHAM
DOCKTER, HENRY M.
DOCKTER, KAREN
DOLL, THERESIA
DOLL FARM ENTERPRISES
EBEL, ORDEEN
EBELE, HARRY JR.
EMMONS COUNTY 

COMMISSION
ERBELE, ELDA
FARMERS UNION OIL CO-OP 

OF LINTON
FEIST, GORDON
FEIST, MARK
FETZER, FRANCES
FINE, JAMES O.

FISHER, LORRAINE R.
FREDERICK, DANIEL
GEFREH, KAREN
GEORGE, LARRY
GIESE, LLOYD
GLASS, MARK F.
GREEN, ANDREW J.
GRENZ, BRYAN
GRENZ, MATTHEW
GRENZ, STEVEN
GRINSTEINER, DAVE
GROSS, BILL
HAAS, CLARK
HAGER, DON
HAIBECK, CURTIS D.
HAIBECK, ROSS
HAIBECK, RUTH
HARTER, TARA
HASPER, ARLYN
HASPER, JASON
HOFF, ALFRED
HOFF, AMANDA
HUBER, LOUIS
ISZLER, BYRON
J & H BUFFALO
JACOB, MICHAEL R.
JAHNER, ROBERT
JANGULA, JEROME
JANGULA, PAULINA
JANKE, LAVERNA N.
JOB, SANDY Y.
JOCHIM, JACK P.
JOHNSON, EDWIN. D

KAPP, WILLIAM E.
KASEMAN, EDWARD
KETTERLING, JODY
KLEIN, CHARLES
KNOLL, WILBUR C.
KNUDSON, JASON
KNUDSON, WANDA
KRAMER, RAY
KRAMLICH, VIOLET J.
KRATZ AERIAL AG SERVICE
KUNTZ, FRANK
KUNZ, MICHAEL J.
LABER, PATTY
LACHENMEIER, DWIGHT
LAINE, PAUL
LAWLER, CLINTON
LAWLER, MARGARET
LEAHEY, CHRIS
LEIER, BRUCE
LEIER, JOSEPH C.
LEIER, MARK
LEIGH, MICK R.
LLERENAS, KRISTY
MACFIE, SANDRA H.
MALARD, VALDA
MARSHALL, ROSE
MASSET, FLOYD
MASTEL, CAROLINE
MASTEL, MICHAEL
MCCRORY, GLENN
MCKEEMAN, OREN M.
MEIDINGER, JAMES
MILLER, MILES

MILLER, ROBERT P.
MING, DENNIS
MINNESOTA TOWER 

SYSTEMS
MOCH, DAVID
MOCH, MARTHA
MOCH, TORY
MOCK, CAROLINE
NICKISCH, MRS. STEVE
NORTHERN PLAINS 

NATURAL GAS CO.
NYGAARD, SCOTT
OHLHAUSER, TOM
OLIVER, KEVIN W.
OSTER, ROBERT
PETERSON, EDWARD A.
PFAFF, LUKE J.
PFEIFER, DAVID
PIATZ, SAM
PUTNAM, BOBBY J.
RIVERY, THE
ROESLER, ALVIN D.
ROHRICH, MICHAEL
ROHRICH, VALENTINE J.
ROSENBLUTH, HAL
ROSENBLUTH TRAVEL
RUDY, GORDON
SAVILLE, CAROL
SCHAEFFER, MILTON
SCHATZ, BRYAN
SCHAUER, LUCILLE
SCHERR, ALVIN J.
SCHIERMEISTER, GEORGE

KEM
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SCHMIDT, MARK
SCHNEIDER, CHAD
SCHUMACHER FARMS
SCHWAB, JACK D.
SEPPANEN, FRED A.
SEVERSON, ELLEF JR.
SHAW, CHARLES
SMITH, SCOTT C.
SOUTH CENTRAL 

THRESHING ASSOC.
SPERLE, ANTON
SPERLE, GEORGE A.
SPITZER, STAN
STEVAHN, RYAN
STOPPLER, FRANK

STRAMER, ELAINE
STROH, DAMON
STROH, MARK
STROH, PETER
SVANES, ALAN & STACEY
SVANES, ALAN & DANA
SVANES, DANA
TEDROW, TODD
THURMAN, RALPH
TSCHOSIK, AUGUSTINE
ULMER, CLARENCE
ULMER, DELORIS
US SPRINT 

COMMUNICATIONS CO.
VAN VUGT, JOHN R.

VANDER VORST, MONTE
VANDER VORST, TIM
VERONICA GLATT, ESTATE
VETSCH, EDWARD
VETTER, DIANE
VOLK, KIRK
W & S RANCH
WAGNER, KEITH
WAGNER, TOM
WALTH, TROY
WALTHER, LEROY
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

LINTON
WEBB, DAVID A.
WEISER, BILL

WEST, BYRON O.
WESTERN WIRELESS
WESTERN WIRELESS 

CORPORATION
WILLIAMS, HAROLD G.
WOEHLHOFF, COURTNEY
WOHL, CLARENCE
ZIMMERMAN, BRADLEY

Members, do we have your current contact information?
Please make sure KEM Electric Cooperative has your updated mobile phone number, email address and mailing 

address on file! If you plan to move, let us know your forwarding address. Your updated information will help us mail a 
capital credit check when the time is right.

Please call 701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673, or log into your SmartHub account, to update your information. If you 
do not have a SmartHub account, set one up by going to www.kemelectric.com and selecting Your Account, Payment 
Options and SmartHub.

Board meeting highlights: Feb. 16, 2021
Via Conference Call

• Approved the agenda 
as presented

• Approved the Jan. 28, 2021, 
Regular Meeting minutes 
as presented

• Approved capital credit refunds 
and special equipment summary

• Heard Co-General Managers/
CEOs report

• Received Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative Board documents

• Heard Energy Transfer 
Partners update

• Heard Legislative updates 
on behalf of the North 
Dakota Association of Rural 
Electric Cooperatives

• Heard Board member reports
• Heard legal counsel update on 

bylaw amendments

• Discussed irrigation rates and 
contracts; approved change to 
irrigation rate

• Heard credit card payment report
• Discussed upcoming meetings 

and assigned voting delegates
• Reviewed the January financial 

report and Innovative Energy 
Alliance Cooperative report

• Heard senior staff 
department reports

• Held Voucher Review
• Set the next Board meeting for 

March 23, 2021
• Adjourned

Members may be welcome to attend 
board meetings. Due to COVID-19, 
plans can change quickly. Please 
call the office at 1-800-472-2673 or 
254-4666 to confirm the meeting 
status you wish to attend.
To place an item on the agenda, 
please contact Board Chairman 
Victor “Chuck” Wald or Co-General 
Manager/Chief Executive Officer 
Donald Franklund at one of the 
above numbers at least one week 
in advance. 
Members may obtain a copy 
of approved board minutes by 
completing and returning the 
"Request for Information or Data" 
form. You can find this form at 
www.kemelectric.com, or contact the 
Linton office to request a copy.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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The landscape of reliability
Trimming trees keeps power flowing safely

Trees seem harmless on a normal North Dakota day. 
Add the wind gusts that frequently blow and top it 
with a strong spring storm — and those towering 

pillars can threaten your home’s power supply.
“Trees are a nuisance. They cause blinks and outages, 

and all kinds of problems,” says KEM Electric Cooperative 
Line Superintendent Dale Nagel.

Regular trimming of trees and brush along power lines 
helps cut down on the number of outages and blinks.

Electricity interruptions can occur when branches break 
and fall across power lines, or when trees tumble onto 
power lines. When strong winds blow, limbs growing 
too close to power lines may sway and touch the wires, 
causing “blinks” in power.

KEM Electric Cooperative is committed to providing 
safe, reliable and affordable electric service, and our tree-
trimming program is one way we fulfill that mission. 
When time allows, KEM’s linemen clear growth away 
from power lines to improve system reliability, and 
protect the public from downed lines that could still be 
energized and dangerous. During the busy construction 
season, KEM may hire contract trimmers as needed.

If a tree is growing underneath or near a power line, it 

should be cut down completely, Nagel advises.
“We prefer to cut trees all the way down, because we 

don’t have time to keep coming back every four or five 
years to trim a tree that’s under a power line,” he says.

On line patrol, crews look for foliage growing under 
lines, overhanging branches, leaning trees or other 
dangers that could pull a power line down under certain 
conditions. 

Follow this rule of thumb when planting trees: 
• 0 to 20 feet on each side of a power line: no trees or 

shrubs whatsoever;
• 20 to 60 feet on each side of a power line: no 

trees or shrubs that exceed 18 feet in height when 
full grown;

• 60 feet or more from a power line: no restriction.
If trees in your area are growing into power lines, please 

call KEM Electric at 701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673, or 
email safety@kemelectric.com.

Thank you, members! We appreciate you working with 
us to keep the public safe and improve the reliability of the 
power system. 

PHOTO BY CARMEN DEVNEY
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When danger looms

Sprawling tree limbs look beautiful when covered 
with leaves, but what’s hiding among those branches? 
If it’s a power line, call KEM Electric or another 

professional to trim that tree before it causes a hazard or 
leaves you without power.

When a tree touches an overhead power line, danger 
looms. Children climbing that tree can get shocked or 
killed. When trees and brush come into contact with an 
energized power line, it can also cause a fire.

Remember … when power lines are involved, leave the 
trimming to the professionals. 

Learning from history
Courtesy of Basin Electric Power Cooperative

California’s deadliest and most destructive fire in 
history was the result of a utility’s failure to keep 
power lines clear of trees or vegetation. The 2018 

Camp Fire ravaged Northern California, killing at least 85 
people, destroying nearly 19,000 buildings, and charring 
an area the size of Chicago. Total damage is estimated at 
$16.5 billion.

Closer to home – in Basin Electric’s service area – South 
Dakota’s 2017 Legion Lake fire started in the Black Hills 
when a 35-foot tree fell across a power line owned by a 
non-cooperative utility. The fast-spreading fire burned 
84-square miles before its containment.

All of these incidents demonstrate the importance of 
keeping the area around power lines clear. 

KEM
Electric Cooperative

www.kemelectric.com  |  KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE  |  APRIL 2021 C7



DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Dean Hummel, Vice Chairman ..............................................................Hague
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Carmen Essig, Director ...............................................................................Lehr
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: info@kemelectric.com

KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.

THURSDAY, APRIL 22
Today — and every day  

— is Earth Day.

Learn more or sign up at www.kemelectric.com.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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