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Changing, adapting
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annual meeting inside.
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Arecord amount of electricity 
zipped through KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s power lines in 

2013, as the cooperative continues 
to adapt to a changing landscape, 
Co-General Manager Don Franklund 
told members during the cooperative’s 
annual meeting. 

KEM Electric Cooperative 
Chairman Dean Dewald opened the 
cooperative’s 70th annual meeting 
June 19 in Linton, with 175 registered 
members attending.

“KEM Electric has almost doubled 
in sales over the last 20 years, going 
from 47 million kilowatt-hours in 
1993 to providing more than 84 
million kilowatt-hours in 2013,” 
Franklund told members. “The bulk 
of these increases are due to the 
changing nature of agriculture. What 

used to be a small farm has now 
become a farm with 70,000 bushels of 
grain storage and drying.”

“We saw record sales brought on 
by electric heat, irrigation and lots of 
grain drying. To accommodate this 
growth, our crews worked hard to 
upgrade several areas throughout the 
system,” Co-General Manager Chris 
Baumgartner added.

“As you, the members, have grown 
and changed, we have adapted. 
We are in the process of updating 
breakers and regulators to incorporate 
new technology, which will permit us 
to provide you with better service,” 
Franklund said. “This year, we are 
continuing to upgrade portions of 
our three-phase backbone system 
to improve the quality of service           
to you.”

“System upgrades such as these 
affect the way your cooperative 
operates,” Baumgartner said. “We 
continually have to balance reliability 
and affordability. Simply stated, the 
more reliable we make your electric 

service, the greater the cost. While we 
pride ourselves in being prudent with 
your dollars, we strive to be efficient 
in the operations. Improvements in 
our system better allow us to fulfill 
our mission of delivering affordable 
and reliable power every day of       
the year.”

KEM Electric Cooperative’s cost 
to purchase power was nearly $4.4 
million in 2013 and will probably 
be more in 2014. This is the largest 
single expense of the cooperative. 

But a recent announcement from 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) concerning regulation of CO2 
emissions could have a major impact 
on the region.

The EPA is proposing a regulation 
that North Dakota reduce its emission 
of CO2 by 11 percent by 2030. 

“This will have significant impact 
on our future power supply,” 
Franklund said.

“Cooperatives are rooted in 
environmental stewardship and 
innovation. We are people who live 

KEM Electric   Cooperative 

changing,  adapting

Chris Baumgartner
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changing,  adapting
from the land. As a group, we have 
taken great strides in developing 
renewable energy programs, 
but in a manner that balances 
environmental concerns while still 
being economically prudent. We are 
working with the cooperative family 
to communicate our concerns to the 
administration,” he said.

KEM Electric Cooperative’s power 
is generated by Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative and the Western Area 
Power Administration – the federal 
agency responsible for operating 
the hydroelectric dam on the        
Missouri River. 

“We’re thankful for the capable 
management of our generation and 
transmission needs – utilizing coal, 
natural gas, nuclear, wind and water. 
All of our suppliers have a solid 
reputation and a long history of sound 
decision-making,” Franklund said.

Basin and Western are in the 
final stages of a 10-year study and 
plan to join a regional transmission 
organization. A regional transmission 

organization (RTO) would permit 
Basin to tap into other regional 
power resources. 

“We anticipate this change to take 
place by late 2015 or early 2016 and 
we are excited about the potential 
opportunities that this will provide 
to the cooperatives of the region,” 
Franklund said.

“Change and adaptation; it seems 
like this has become the norm for 
KEM Electric. We are changing and 
adapting in preparation for some of 
the regulations that appear to be on 
the horizon. We are changing and 
adapting as Basin and Western move 
into the RTO world. Finally, we are 
changing and adapting to meet your 
needs of safe, reliable and affordable 
electric service,” Franklund said.

“We know the future holds many 
challenges, and 2014 looks to be 
another busy year. We continue to 
look at ways to improve processes and 
create efficiencies in our operations. 
We anticipate, as best we can, 
problems that Mother Nature may 

bring our way. But please know that 
the employees, leadership and board 
at KEM Electric are working hard to 
stay prepared and remain diligent,” 
Franklund said. 

“We have some of the best 
employees in the industry and it is 
a special privilege to be part of this 
team,” Baumgartner added. ¢

From left to right: Marcy Sanders 
service dispatcher, helps register 
members. Chris Baumgartner visits 
before the meeting begins. Bev Voller 
with Emmons County Public Health chats 
with Operation Round Up Chairman 
Tony Schaffner, center, and Director 
Dean Hummel. Some 442 people enjoy 
the meal. Michael Riedman, with 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative, shows 
Nicole Dykema, with Northland Health 
Care, how to ride a Segway.

Don Franklund
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Rutschke shares  
Youth Tour experiences

A student at Zeeland High 
School, Casondra Rutschke 
shared her experiences at 

the 2013 Youth Tour to Washington, 
D.C., speaking to members during 
KEM Electric Cooperative’s annual 
meeting in June.

KEM Electric Cooperative 
sponsored Casondra during the 2013 
Youth Tour, and she was also named 
as a Youth Leadership Council 
delegate for 2013-2014. She is the 
daughter of Jerome and Dorinda 
Rutschke, who live on a farm south  
of Hague.

“When I went to Washington, D.C. 
– one of the most historic cities in 
the United States – I had the once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to see things 
that some people may never see,” she 
told cooperative members. “It’s hard 
to appreciate the beauty and history 
of these places in a picture, but when 
you’re standing where our founding 
fathers may have once stood, you get 
a new perspective of our country.” 

Rutschke talked about the 
imagination of our founding fathers 
and those who brought electricity to 

rural areas.
“Imagination was the reason we 

have many great things today – such 
as electricity and the light bulb – 
but we would have none of these 
great things if someone wasn’t first 
inspired,” she shared.

“Our awe and amazement by these 
national monuments reminded me 
of how people felt in the 1930s and 
’40s as electricity began to spread 
in the nation to the rural areas and 
farms. Each individual delegate 
coming together in Washington, D.C., 

reminded me of how our electric 
cooperatives work together to achieve 
a common goal,” she said.

She made friendships and memories 
with the other 12 North Dakota 
delegates that will last a lifetime,    
she said. 

“I was honored to be walking in the 
footsteps of our founding fathers in 
Washington, D.C.,” she said, thanking 
KEM Electric Cooperative for giving 
her the opportunity. 

Kelsie Zimmerman, a student at 
Napoleon High School, earned the 
2014 Youth Tour to Washington, 
D.C. She is the daughter of Reed and 
Kathleen Zimmerman, who farm and 
ranch east of Napoleon. ¢

Left to right: Chairman Dean Dewald 
opens the 70th annual meeting. 
Crystal Jahner, president of the Linton 
Chamber of Commerce, welcomes 
members. Members visit prior to the 
annual meeting.

Casondra Rutschke
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Operation Round Up 
contributes $76,191

K EM Electric Cooperative’s 
Operation Round Up program 
has contributed $76,191 

to 221 community recipients since 
it began in 2002, reported Tony 
Schaffner, chairman of KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s Operation Round      
Up program.

Through the program, members 
voluntarily “round up” their electric 
bills to the next whole dollar each 
month. A participant in Operation 
Round Up with an electric bill of 
$37.63 would actually pay $38 and 
the extra 37 cents is placed into the 
Operation Round Up fund. 

The average member donates 50 
cents a month, or $6 a year. The 
most any member would donate is 
99 cents a month, or less than $12 a 
year. But with hundreds of electric 
cooperative members participating, 
the pennies quickly add up to dollars. 
Approximately 53 percent of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s members 
participate in the program.

Funds collected through Operation 
Round Up are then allocated to a 
variety of worthy causes throughout 

the cooperative’s service territory.
A board of directors representing 

the members reviews Operation 
Round Up applications during the 
year and determines where the funds 
will be donated. Operation Round Up 
board members include:

• Dan Schuler, Wishek
• Pam Gross, Napoleon
• Tony Schaffner, Zeeland
• Viola Gefroh, Hague
• Bernie Schiermeister, Hazelton
• Jean Schoenhard, Steele
• Gerard Meier, Venturia
Funds are disbursed in the general 

service area of KEM Electric 
Cooperative solely for charitable, 
educational, scientific, health or safety 
purposes. No more than $2,500 will 
be given annually to any family unit, 
group, organization, charity or like 
organization.

The next application deadline is 
Oct. 15. For more information, to 
request an application to receive 
funds, or to enroll in Operation Round 
Up, call KEM Electric Cooperative at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673. You 
can also visit the website at www.
kemelectric.com and click on the 
“community” section. ¢

From left to right: Father Jason 
Signalness, the pastor of St. Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church in Strasburg, St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Hague, and 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church of rural 
Linton, gives the invocation. American 
Legion Post 54 members Larry 
Malsom, Joe Glasser, John Dykema 
and John Horner, accompanied by 
Brooks Flyberg, present the colors. 
Fifth-graders at Linton Public School, 
JayCee Richter, right, the daughter of 
John and Jamie Richter, and Teegan 
Scherr, the daughter of Troy and Shari 
Scherr, sing the national anthem. 

Tony Schaffner
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Incumbent directors Dean Dewald 
in District 5 and Victor J. Wald 
in District 4 were re-elected by 

unanimous ballot from the floor dur-
ing KEM Electric’s annual meeting.

 Incumbent Director Carmen 
Essig was re-elected to the at-large 
position, defeating Francis Werlinger 
of Zeeland, who was nominated from 
the floor.

In other news from the annual 
meeting:

• Some 442 guests enjoyed a meal 
of roast beef, coleslaw, baked 
beans, potato chips and ice cream.

• About 26 children participated 
in the Children’s Fun Night 
activities, led by the Dakota 
Riders 4-H Club from 
Linton, under the direction of             

Vicki Schwab.
• Crystal Jahner, president of the 

Linton Chamber of Commerce, 
welcomed members by 
sharing this trivia: The highest 
temperature ever recorded in 
North Dakota was 121 degrees in 
Steele in July 1936.

“How easy it is to take for granted 
the electric companies that allow 

us to turn on a light, run water, heat 
and cool our homes or call a friend. 
KEM is a lifeline in our rural areas 
offering services important in our 
everyday lives and supporting rural 
development. KEM not only offers 
reliable and modernized services, 
but also re-invests in the rural 
communities they serve,” she said. ¢

Safety is a team effort at 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 
Co-General Manager 

Chris Baumgartner reminded 
members during the cooperative’s             
annual meeting.

This past year, KEM Electric, 
through its management alliance, 
hired a dedicated safety coordinator 
to work with employees to review, 
develop and implement safe         
work procedures.

“Again, we ask you to call before 

you dig and also to look up, look 
around, especially when moving 
hay or operating large equipment. 
Power lines and poles installed in 
years past may not be tall enough 
to accommodate today’s large 
machinery,” Baumgartner said.

Members who notice any 
potentially unsafe plant or equipment 
involving KEM Electric’s power lines 
are asked to contact the cooperative 
– either call the office or take a photo 
with your smartphone and send it to 

us via email to safety@kemelectric.
coop. Please include a general 
location description and/or your 
phone number so the cooperative can 
reach you. ¢

From left to right: Director Victor J. 
Wald presents Benjamin Schuler 
with a $1,000 scholarship, and Taylor 
Ketterling with a $500 scholarship. 
A young member relaxes during the 
meeting.

Those leading KEM Electric Cooperative include, left to right: Director John Beck, 
Co-General Manager/CEO Chris Baumgartner, Director Carmen Essig, Co-General 
Manager/CEO Don Franklund, Director Dean Hummel, Director Dean Dewald, 
Director Victor J. Wald, Attorney Tom Bair, Director Carter Vander Wal and 
Director Milton Brandner.
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Co-op history spans 70 years

KEM Electric Cooperative was 
organized in 1944, during 
World War II, nine years after 

the birth of the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA). The date of 
incorporation was April 5, 1944.

KEM Electric was one of the last to 
join the electric cooperative family in 
North Dakota.

The charter board of directors 
included nine dedicated men: 
S.R. Dosch, Strasburg, Wendelin 
Wikenheiser, Strasburg, Carl 
Jacobson, Braddock, Kenneth R. 
Lynn, Ashley, Art Forsberg, Kintyre, 
Garret Vander Vorst, Westfield, Fred 
J. Ohlhauser, Linton, Joseph Vetter, 
Linton, and Herbert Weber, Hazelton. 
These men and longtime Emmons 
County Extension Agent Ben Barret 
were the driving force in creating 
KEM Electric and bringing electricity 
to the rural areas of south central 
North Dakota.

The name chosen, KEM Electric 
Cooperative, uses the initials of three 
of the counties in the service area 
– Kidder, Emmons and McIntosh. 
Logan County was added later to the 
service area, but not to the name.

Pius K. Mastel, Linton, was hired 
in October 1946 as coordinator. The 
title of the position was eventually 
changed to general manager.

It was impossible to obtain 
construction materials during World 
War II, so actual construction of 
power lines did not begin until 1947 
and 1948.

KEM’s first substation (Danzig) 
was energized April 2, 1949. The 
substation is approximately eight 
miles south of Wishek, in McIntosh 
County. The first farm energized was 
that of Wm. C. Giedt, Danzig. The 
farm was connected April 2, 1949.

On March 1, 1950, George W. 
Cornog replaced P. K. Mastel as 
KEM’s general manager.

Construction continued at a fast 

pace for some time.  In 1952, the 
last large section of new lines was 
completed and in 1953 another 
section was also completed, picking 
up individual farms scattered around 
the entire service area. 

KEM’s basic electric system 
remained the same, in large part, 
until 1965.  By then increased 
demand and usage of electric 
energy by the members brought 
about a major rebuilding program. 
Additional distribution substations 
were constructed, existing feeder 
lines were rebuilt increasing their 
capacity, new feeder lines and new 
transmission lines were built, and an 
extensive undergrounding of lines  
was accomplished. ¢

(Taken from an article written by  
John J. Allensworth, March 1987.)

Top: A two-horsepower electric motor 
and a 24-inch fan were used to dry grain. 
Does anyone know the person in the 
photo?

Bottom: April 28, 1961, KEM Electric 
Cooperative employees included 
(seated, left to right) Alvin Lipp, John 
Dykema, Syl Zahn, (standing, left to 
right) Lee Ledbetter, Leonard Vetsch, 
Abel Compaan, Ed Wagner and                
Leo Hughes.

www.kemelectric.com KEM ELECTRIC NEWS  , AUGUST 2014 C7



KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Office Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Door prize winners
Every year, KEM Electric Cooperative gives away numerous door prizes 

during the annual meeting. This year’s winners included:

iPod Nano – Marvin Kaseman
Six-foot worklight – Diane Ketterling
Barbecue utensil set (Ditch Witch) – 

Rodney Rudolph
Streamlight LED headlamp (Border 

States) – James Engelhart
250-watt halogen worklight –       James 

Nagel
$25 energy credit – Victor Wald
Seven-piece Klein screwdriver set 

(Border States) – Berthold Spitzer
Presto electric griddle – Melvin Wohl

$25 energy credit – Albert Schumacher
50-foot worklight (Border States) – Rick 

Van Beek
MP3-ready portable radio –        Eugene 

Roesler
Soft insulated cooler (Ditch Witch) – 

Bernice Vetter
Slow cooker – Gerard Jacob
$25 energy credit – Marlow Werth
Steel drill bit case (Border States) – 

Rodney Eberle
50-foot extension cord (Border States) – 

George Weigel Jr.
500-watt halogen worklight –     Isadore 

Gross
Kindle Paperwhite – Joseph Leier
Oscillating fan – Michael Knoll
Electric skillet – Del Roy Ketterling
Adjustable pedestal fan – Lyle Hanson
Diehard battery charger –                Dale 

Ketterling
Portable utility heater –               Adolph 

Feyereison
50-foot extension cord (Border States) – 

Gerard Goldade
$25 energy credit – Russell Fiechtner
Seven-piece Klein screwdriver set 

(Border States) – Richard Myers
Two tickets for Beaver Valley Horse 

Club Rodeo – Jack Horner
Pocket hose (WESCO) –             Francis 

Werlinger
iPad Mini – Russell Ryckman
Traeger wood pellet grill – Jerry Miller

Jerry and Sharon Miller from Streeter 
won the grand prize, an electric wood 
pellet grill.

FOR SALE ON BIDS: 2006 Chevrolet 
3500 Utility Truck, mileage 139,000, 
automatic transmission. Vehicle is sold 

as is, no warranty. Will be accepting bids 
through August 30, 2014. KEM Electric 
reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids. To see this vehicle or for more 

information, contact the cooperative office 
at 701-254-4666.

FOR SALE ON BIDS: 1969 Muskeg 
Bombardier Digger. The unit has a 318C 
Chrysler Engine. Vehicle is sold as is, no 
warranty. Will be accepting bids through 
August 30, 2014. KEM Electric reserves 

the right to reject any or all bids. To view 
this vehicle or for more information, 

contact the cooperative office at 701-254-
4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com

FOR SALE ON BIDS:  
1988 Ski Doo Snowmobile. 

1,700 miles. The snowmobile was 
last used 3 years ago and has been 
stored indoors since. Vehicle is sold 
as is, no warranty. Will be accepting 
bids through August 30, 2014. KEM 
Electric reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids. To view this vehicle 
or for more information, contact the 

cooperative office at  
701-254-4666 or email  
kem@kemelectric.com.

C8 AUGUST 2014  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com


