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Glorifying God in the 
heart of North Dakota

Inside, learn more about Crystal Springs 
Baptist Camp, which is celebrating its  
60th anniversary this year.
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Glorifying God in 
the heart of North Dakota
BY LUANN DART

Heaven and earth converge at 
Crystal Springs Baptist Camp, 
where campers commune with 

nature and glorify God in the heart of 
North Dakota.

Partially served by KEM Electric 
Cooperative, Crystal Springs Baptist 
Camp was founded in 1954, to “glorify 
God by creating an environment 
where people can be renewed through 
encountering the truth, love and joy of 
Jesus Christ,” according to the camp’s 
mission statement.

Tucked into an oasis of rolling prairie 
and cradled by two lakes 60 miles east 
of Bismarck, Crystal Springs Baptist 
Camp melds its programming with the 
surrounding environment to offer a 
camp experience for all ages.

While it is affiliated with the North 
American Baptist Conference, it is 
available for rental to other church 
groups and denominations, and people 
from all denominations are welcome 
to attend any of the camp’s North 
American Baptist Conference programs. 

Celebrating its 60th anniversary this 
year, Crystal Springs Baptist Camp 
has evolved into a year-round facility, 
welcoming 4,700 campers in 2013. 
Following mornings of inspiration at the 
chapel, campers can spend the afternoon 
at the lakefront – just a few feet away 
from the chapel – zipping down the 300-
foot water slide or catapulting off the 
water blob. 

“We have tons of fun and zany games 
and it’s all relational, but ultimately 
we’re here so kids can come into a 

Campers gather around the 
bonfire in the evenings.

The chapel has been updated to host speakers.
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relationship with Jesus,” says Executive 
Director Tim Brenner. “Some of these 
kids come from pretty tough situations 
and this week at camp is their one bright 
spot for the year. I’ve had kids say, 
‘Camp is my sanctuary; it’s my place 
where I can come and it’s safe. It lifts 
me up for the whole rest of the year.’ 
If they come from bad homes or don’t 
have a lot of friends, well, they have 
camp friends.” 

“At home things were a sticky mess, 
but camp was just what I needed to 
flood my sail with hope and reassure me 
that God was far from done with  my 
life,” one camper shares.

Camping with a purpose
The North American Baptist 

Conference started the camp 60 years 
ago by purchasing 211 acres for 
$2,000 on the eastern shores of Crystal   
Springs Lake. 

“It was started in that early ’50s 
era when there were a lot of churches 
looking for a place to minister to 
children and their families outside of 
the church setting and so there’s a lot of 
camps that kind of exploded during that 
time,” Brenner explains.

A chapel, which still stands, was the 
first structure built, with the foundations 
poured by hand. Dormitories were 
configured using units which had 
formerly housed Garrison Dam 
construction workers. 

“People came in droves,” an early 
founder recalls about construction of the 
first buildings. Later projects brought 
more volunteers to help with remodeling 

and construction.
Today, 55 Baptist churches in North 

Dakota, South Dakota and Montana 
support the camp financially, and a 
12-member board guides the operations. 

Open year-round for camps and 
retreats, the facility’s calendar is filled 
nearly every weekend – either with 
rental groups or its own programs. 
Crystal Springs Baptist Camp has 
hosted everything from the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes wrestling camp to 
the N.D. Envirothon competition.

Crystal Springs Baptist Camp’s events 
include winter youth retreats, such as an 
Arctic Blast for fourth- and fifth-graders 
in February and a Winter SOULstice 
for junior high students in March. A 
women’s retreat and a retreat for high 
school students are held in the fall.

But it’s during the summer months 
when the camp truly comes to life, as it 
hosts junior camp for those completing 
second and third grades; intermediate 
camp for fourth- and fifth-graders; 
junior high camp; senior high camps; 
and family camps through June and 
July, with the 2014 theme, “God’s 
Dynasty.”

“The lake is a big draw. It’s 
our number one rec activity in the 
afternoon,” Brenner says.

During the mornings, youth spend 
time in the renovated chapel for 
worship, singing and listening to 
inspiring speakers. The water slide, 
tubing, kayaks, canoes, pedal boats 
and a water blob all draw youth to the 
water during the summer afternoons. 
A recreation director also keeps 

the campers busy with games and 
competitions throughout the week. 
Campers can also play basketball 
or scale the climbing wall in the     
activities center.   

In the afternoons, campers also 
schedule one-on-one sessions with camp 
counselors for encouragement and to 
visit about life, God and their family.

“A lot of amazing things happen 
in the afternoon – fun things, but 
spiritually impactful things are 
happening, too, all at the same time,” 
Brenner says.  

“The amount of fun I have at camp 
is huge, and all the while I get stronger 
and stronger in my walk with Christ,” 
another camper says.

Summer staff works long days to keep 
the campers comfortable and inspired 
during the week-long camps. Most are 
former campers themselves, including 
Brenner, who joined the full-time staff 
in 2007 and became executive director 
in 2011. 

“I still remember those days and how 
God was working in my life and the 
friendships I made,” he says of his own 
camp experience.

“You don’t have to come to CSBC 
with friends, because as soon as you’re 
here, you’re with family,” another 
camper shares.

Six full-time staff live at the camp 
year-round, while 23 summer staff 
members join them in onsite housing.

“It’s a really unique job, and it’s not 
just a job, it’s a lifestyle. When you 
work at camp, it totally consumes who 
you are,” Brenner says. “There’s never 

A 300-foot water slide 
entertains campers in 
the afternoons.

The two-story boys dorm also includes a kitchen and 
family rooms.
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a dull moment here, ever, and you never 
know what a day is going to bring. It 
gives me an opportunity to work with 
a lot of different situations and it gives 
me an opportunity to work with all these 
people, all these college students and 
building relationships with them, which 
is really rewarding.”

In 2000, the late Darryl Singer, who 
was serving as executive director at the 
time, starting moving the camp toward 
a year-round vision, and a decade of 
construction began.

“We’ve gone through a tremendous 
period of growth restoring and 
rebuilding,” Brenner says. “Almost 
every single building at camp has 
been either totally rebuilt or has                
been remodeled on the inside since    
that time.” 

In 2001, new administrative offices, 
connected to a dining  hall, were 
constructed. The dining hall can seat up 

to 350 campers.
In 2002, a new girls dorm was 

constructed, and a new two-story boys 
dorm was built in 2006. The first floor 
of the boys dorm includes family rooms 
and a modern kitchen which can be used 
by rental groups.

The chapel was remodeled in 2004 
to include a stage with a modern sound 
system. Staff housing also dots the 
campus. This year, a house is being 
converted into a coffeehouse.

But as the camp expands and rebuilds, 
the water has swallowed up several of 
the original acres.

“We lost quite a bit of acreage 
unfortunately,” Brenner says, pointing 
out the camp is nearly surrounded by 
Stink Lake and Crystal Springs Lake – 
“a little bit alarmingly so.” The elevated 
water table has also created pumping 
issues in the meadow which rests in the 

center of campus.
At the same time, the picturesque lake 

view from the dorms and the lakefront 
recreation draws campers and helps 
support the ministry.

“We’re a family here, encouraging 
one another,” Brenner says. “To be   
able to do it in this setting is valuable 
and effective. It has a lasting impact       
on people.” ¢

To learn more:
Crystal Springs Baptist Camp 

4848 36th St. S.E.  
Medina, ND 58467

Email: office@csbcamp.org 
Phone: 701-486-3467

Website: www.csbcamp.orgCampers can challenge themselves on 
the climbing wall in the activities center.

Campers take time to reflect during summer sessions.

A water blob provides 
some fun during the 
summer afternoons on 
the camp’s lakefront.

Dorm rooms await the summer’s campers.
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Place grain bins properly

As rewarding as it may be, 
farming is an extremely difficult 
job – it ranks among the top 10 

most dangerous professions in the United 
States. KEM Electric Cooperative puts 
safety as its top priority for all – our 
employees and our members.

Our farmers work hard to get the job 
done, and sometimes it’s easy to forget 
all the necessary steps to take when 
practicing safe operations. Grain bins 
play an integral role in the efficiency 
and profitability of farm and ranch 
operations, and safety regulations should 
always be considered when working 
around these structures. 

Whether you’re purchasing new grain 
bins or remodeling areas that contain 
existing bins, proximity to overhead 
power lines must be a considered factor.

Safe clearance
The National Electrical Safety Code 

requires an 18-foot minimum vertical 
clearance from the highest point of the 
filling port of the grain bin to nearby 
high-voltage wires and a 55-foot 
minimum distance from the power 
line to the grain bin wall. (See the 
accompanying chart for guidelines.)

Changes to landscaping and drainage 
work can affect clearance heights of 
power lines, so remember to check these 
measurements regularly.

Filling grain bins
High-voltage power lines are not 

insulated, so it’s important to remember 
to maintain an adequate high-wire 
clearance when using a portable auger, 
conveyor or elevator to fill your      grain 
bin.

Moving equipment
When moving equipment, such as a 

hopper or a scaffold, be aware of nearby 
power lines. Always look up. Remember 
to maintain a 10-foot clearance to ensure 
safety. Here are other tips:

• Make sure you, your family and 
employees know the location of 
overhead power lines and use routes 
to avoid the lines when moving 
equipment.

• Be aware of increased height of 
equipment, especially new equipment 
with higher antennas.

• Lower portable equipment before 
moving it. Avoid moving large 
equipment alone. Have someone 
watch as you move equipment to 
ensure you are clear of power lines.

Accidents can happen in a split-
second, which is why KEM Electric 
Cooperative reminds you to always use 
caution when working near power lines. 
If you see an unsafe condition out there, 
please email us at safety@kemelectric.
com. If you are considering a plan for 
a new grain bin or reconstruction of an 
existing bin’s site, please contact KEM 
Electric Cooperative at 701-254-4666 
or 800-472-2673 and let us assist you in 
maintaining a safe environment for you 
and your family. ¢
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Safely power into summer

With the arrival of warm 
weather, outdoor projects 
begin. But before you start 

those power tools for your next do-it-
yourself project, remember that these 
electrical devices must be handled 
with care. 

When working with power tools 
in your home or yard, safety should 
always be the first rule. Heed the 
following tips from your local electric 
cooperative: 

• Do not carry tools by their cords.
• Unplug a tool from the outlet  

by the plug, not by pulling on  
the cord.

• Do not use power tools in wet or 
damp job sites. Store them in a dry 

place when not being used.
• Keep outdoor outlets covered and 

dry between uses. 
• Use ground-fault circuit 

interrupters (GFCIs) with every 
power tool to protect against 
electric shock hazards.

• If a power tool trips a safety 
device, such as a GFCI, take the 
tool to a manufacturer-authorized 
repair center for service.

• Tools should only be plugged in 
and switched on when in use. 

• Unplug tools when cleaning or 
fixing, or while changing other 
parts of the tool, such as blades  
or bits.

• Don’t leave a tool unattended 

where a curious child may pick  
it up.

• Ensure your work area is well-lit.
• Ensure that all extension cords 

are not worn or frayed. Do not 
use power tools with an extension 
cord that exceeds 100 feet.

• Wear proper clothing – no loose 
items that could get caught in 
the tool. Appropriate personal 
protective gear, such as safety 
goggles, should be worn when 
using power tools.

• Never use power tools near live 
electrical wires or water pipes.

• Do not use power tools without 
the proper guards. ¢

Before you 
use a power 
tool outdoors:

• Make sure it is intended  
for outdoor use. 

• Study all  
instructions carefully.

• Inspect products for 
damaged cords, plugs       
or wiring.

• Only use extension cords 
marked for outdoor use.
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Saying goodbye to an old friend 
can be daunting. But pulling the 
plug on an outdated refrigerator 

or dishwasher might just save you 
money, since new appliances are often 
considerably more energy-efficient.

A new refrigerator consumes 75 
percent less energy than a 1970s model. 
Replace that vintage clothes washer  
and save $60 on utility bills and nearly 
5,000 gallons of water a year, according 
to the Association of Home  
Appliance Manufacturers.

When replacing the outmoded with the 
modern, always look for the Energy Star, 
which signals an energy-efficient model.

In the laundry room, a full-sized 
Energy Star-certified clothes washer uses 
15 gallons of water per load, compared 
to the 23 gallons used by a standard 
machine, according to Energy Star. 
During the machine’s lifetime, that’s a 
savings of 27,000 gallons of water!

Go to the kitchen and replace your old 
refrigerator with a new Energy Star-
certified model, and you can save from 
$200 to $1,100 on energy costs over its 
lifetime. Today’s average refrigerator 
uses less energy than a continually 
lit 60-watt light bulb, according to 
the Association of Home Appliance 
Manufacturers.

And resist the urge to move the old 
refrigerator to the basement or the garage 
and still use it. Instead, say goodbye and 
properly recycle the appliance.

Do you have a dishwasher made 
before 1994? If so, you’re paying an 
extra $40 a year on your utility bills 
compared to owning a new Energy Star-
qualified model.

In other rooms of the home, televisions 
might be a little more baffling. As screen 
sizes increase, energy consumption may 
also increase, but there are still ways to 
be a savvy shopper. An Energy Star-
certified TV will be about 25 percent 
more energy-efficient than conventional 
models. LED screens use 20 percent less 
energy than an LCD TV.

Once you purchase a new TV, 
calibrate it by adjusting the contrast 
and brightness to a moderate level. 
By default, new televisions are set to 
dynamic, high-contrast settings which 
consume more power than standard, 
lower-contrast settings.

But if you’re attached to those old 
appliances, there are still ways to save. 
For example, heating water creates the 
greatest expense when washing dishes 
or clothes. Set your water heater at 120 
degrees and be sure your clothes washer 
or dishwasher is full whenever used. 

Here are a few other tips:
• In the kitchen, don’t keep your 

refrigerator or freezer too cold. 
Recommended temperatures are 
37 to 40 degrees for the fresh food 
compartment and 5 degrees for the 
freezer section. 

• Use toaster ovens or microwave 
ovens for small meals rather than 
your large stovetop or oven.

• Use the dishwasher’s “eco” option or 
use a no-heat air dry feature. Scrape 
food pieces off the plates, rather than 
rinsing them.

• In the laundry room, wash your 
clothes in cold water using cold-
water detergents whenever possible.

 Use load settings to adjust for  
smaller loads.

• Clean the lint screen in the dryer 
after every use to improve the  
dryer’s efficiency.

• In the family room, no matter what 
types of electronics you use, those 
glowing lights at night prove that 
power is still being consumed, 
even while everyone is sleeping. 
Americans own approximately 24 
electronic products per household, 
according to the Consumer 
Electronics Association, so 
considerable energy goes toward 
powering those products.

 There is a convenient and low-
cost solution. Replacing your 
conventional power strips with 
advanced power strips can help 
reduce the electricity wasted when 
these devices are idle. These power 
strips prevent electronics from 
drawing power when they are off or 
not being used.

For other tips on how to save  
energy, call the energy experts at  
KEM Electric Cooperative. You can also 
find out how little changes quickly add 
up to big savings at  
www.TogetherWeSave.com. ¢

Sources: Energy Star, Consumer 
Electronics Association, Association 
of Home Appliance Manufacturers, 
U.S. Department of Energy, Natural 
Resources Defense Council

When to 
pull the plug
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May 27, 2014
• Approved the April board      

meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings attended
• Approved one estate retirement
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance 

update

• Signed the special equipment 
summary for April

• Cancelled Policy Bulletin 11-20 – 
Photovoltaic

• Approved the purchase of new 
safety clothing

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Offi ce Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM Electric 
Cooperative

Board meeting 
highlights

Here are the names of those pictured in the 1950 historic board photo shown 
in KEM Electric Cooperative’s June annual report:
Back row, Directors Anton Werlinger, Attorney Charlie Coventry, Garret Vander 
Vorst, Jacob Kemmet, George Jackson and Former General Manager George 
Cornog. Front row: Director Joseph Vetter, Herbert Weber, Fred Ohlhauser, 
Henry Kranzler and Kenneth Lynn.

Thanks for attending!
Thank you to all our members who attended KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
70th annual meeting in June. We appreciate the interest you continue to 
show in your electric cooperative. A complete summary of the 2014 annual 
meeting will be included in the August magazine.
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