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History 
comes to life
Inside, read about the historic Schwab sod 
house, the boyhood home of Larry Schwab 
and his nine siblings which has 
been preserved for history.
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Schwab home  
preserves memories
BY LUANN DART 

Larry Schwab pushes open the 
white, wooden door and steps 
inside his boyhood home. Toes 

once tapped on the wooden floors, 
keeping time to the lively accor-
dion music. At one time, 18 children 
squeezed into the tiny rooms, prob-
ably filling the cracks with laughter.

“There are too many good 
memories there,” says Antonia 
(Schwab) Baumgartner, Larry’s sister 
who now owns the home.

In fact, there were so many 

memories within the sod walls that the 
family couldn’t bear to say goodbye. 
So, the Schwab home was refurbished 
in 1988 and is now open to visitors as 
an historical site in Emmons County 
near Strasburg, in KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s service territory.

“The Schwab sod house is a 
beautifully preserved time capsule of 
early prairie life. One of the few sod 
houses left in the area, it has stood 
the test of time for over a century 
and stands now as a testament to the 

lasting influence of Emmons County 
pioneers,” promotional materials 
describe.

“I couldn’t see it go down to 
nothing,” Antonia says.

And a promise to her mother 
to keep the home intact led to the 
restoration project. Since then, the 
Schwab house has been a part of 
Emmons County history, open to the 
public to share the past.

“I want people to enjoy the past,” 
Antonia says. “It’s a little bit of how 

An accordion rests in the living room as a tribute to John Schwab.
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we lived in the old days.” 
She describes working from 

dawn to sunset – milking cows, 
washing dishes and cooking meals 
for threshing crews. But she also 
remembers making mud pies in old 
tuna cans and cutting paper dolls from 
the catalogs.

“It was a fun time at home,”  
she says.

The Schwab children were 
modeled and shaped on the dark soil 
of Emmons County, where John 
and Magdalena Schwab raised 10 
children, including Antonia and Larry. 

And then there was the music. 
An accomplished accordion player, 
John Schwab shared his music with 
visitors on Sundays and played at area 
weddings. The music spilled over to 
the children, with several forming  
the Bubbling Quintet, with Larry at 
the piano.

Larry remembers learning to play 
the piano when he was 10 years old, 
playing at weddings with his father.

“I got paid $1 at each wedding,” he 
says with a chuckle.

Homesteading  
Emmons County 

In 1889, Martin and his son, Lorenz 
Schwab, came to America, arriving at 
the homestead May 7, 1889. Turning 
their wagons over for shelter, they 
began the work of constructing 
the first sod house similar to the 
semeljankas their forefathers built in 
Russia some 80 years before, using 
sun-dried adobe blocks. The earthen 
walls were plastered inside with a 
mixture of flour, water and paste, then 
wallpapered, Antonia describes.

In 1902, Martin Schwab took his 
family to the area of Karlsruhe, while 
Lorenz stayed in the Strasburg area. 
Lorenz and Regina Schwab had 17 
children during their married life.

The first two boys, both named 
Karl, were born in Russia, and both 
died in infancy. Two daughters were 
born in Russia, while the rest of the 
children were born in North Dakota, 
probably on the Schwab farm. The living room is where the family often gathered with friends to share their music.

Children and adults squeezed into one of three small bedrooms in the home.
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Another son, Lawrence, died in the flu 
epidemic in 1918 as an adult, while 
two more sons died as children.

Lorenz Schwab, the father, died at 
the age of 54 in 1917. He worked the 
Schwab farm for nearly 28 years. His 
wife, Regina, died in 1938.

John Schwab, the 12th child of 
Lorenz and Regina, was only 16 when 
his father died. John was described 
as a fun-loving, jovial man, full of 
laughter, and kind-hearted. He was 
a jokester and often imitated voices 
and mannerisms of others. On Jan. 
7, 1925, he married Magdalena 
Baumgartner and they lived on the 
Schwab farm, which they eventually 
bought.

Antonia, the ninth child of John and 
Magdalena, was the last born to them 
in the old sod house. 

During the Depression, John’s 
brother, Ludwig, and Ludwig’s wife 
brought their eight children to live 
at the farmstead, too, so 22 people 
occupied the small house. Larry 
remembers climbing a ladder with the 
other children to sleep in a loft above 
the main floor.

In 1948, John and Magdalena 
moved to Strasburg, and the oldest 
son, Joe (Juddy), took over the farm. 

In 1974, Juddy and Imogene moved 
to Strasburg, and the old sod house sat 
empty for 14 years. 

Then in 1988, Antonia and her son, 
Daryl, decided to have a picnic in the 
tree row at the home. Seeing the home 
in disrepair prompted them to decide 
to restore the house. 

“There were bowling ball-sized 
holes in the walls,” Antonia describes. 
But by 2009, the home was again in 
need of repairs, so Antonia decided to 
have it repaired. The new gray steel 
roof, new windows, and white vinyl 
siding should keep the sod house 
standing for many years to come.

Sharing history
This time-tested building housed 

four generations of Schwabs, and 
now stands as a reminder of Emmons 
County’s past. Nearly 100 visitors 
recorded their names in the guestbook 
last year, coming from coast-to-coast 
and points in-between. Open to the 
public year-round since 1988, the 
home welcomes the public to tour.

Each room in the house features 
furniture from different eras in the 
Schwabs’ history, transporting visitors 
into times unfamiliar and sometimes 
even forgotten. The house lies amidst 

a quiet prairie, much like it did over a 
century ago. The thick walls are one 
hint of the sod underneath the plaster.

The old sod house lives on, and 
so do the descendants of Lorenz and 
Regina Schwab.

“There are lots of good memories 
there,” Antonia says.

Directions:
To get to the Schwab sod house, 

turn onto Main Street of Strasburg 
and go east. Follow this road as it 
goes one-half mile east of Strasburg, 
then turns north for one mile and 
then turns east again. After two miles 
comes 13th Ave. S.E. Take this road 
north for three miles, and the house 
will be to the east. ¢

To learn more:
• To learn more about the  

heritage and culture of the 
Germans from Russia and 
destinations in the area, visit 
http://germanrussiancountry.org.

• For more information about the 
Tri-County Tourism Alliance, 
contact: Carmen Rath-Wald, 
president, 301 Broadway 
Napoleon, ND 58561; email: 
Carmen.Rath.Wald@ndsu.edu; 
or phone: 701-754-2504.

• View photos of German-Russian 
Country at flickr:http://www.flickr.
com/photos/german-russian/
sets/

• To read about preserving the 
food culture of the Germans 
from Russia, visit Das Gute 
Essen at http://dasguteessen.
com.
Historical information provided  
by the Emmons County Record.

The home featured this kitchen, along with a summer kitchen which no longer stands 
on the farmstead.
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• Learn more about your cooperative, elect directors and enjoy the evening! 
• This year, the director seats up for election are those of Victor J. Wald in 

District 4, Dean Dewald in District 5 and Carmen Essig in an at large position.

Watch for more details in the June KEM Electric Cooperative pages in North 
Dakota Living, which will include the cooperative’s annual report.

We’ll see you there!

Attend YOUR 
annual meeting!

KEM Electric Cooperative
2014 annual meeting

Thursday, June 19, 2014
Linton Public School, Linton

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

Join us on Facebook!
KEM Electric Cooperative is now on Facebook! 

View us at:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/KEM-Electric-Cooperative-Inc/671144009608955
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May is 
National Electrical 

Safety Month
BACK TO THE BASICS

May is National Electrical Safety Month, and KEM Electric 
Cooperative wants you to be aware of potential home electrical 
hazards and the importance of electrical safety. This year’s 
campaign, “Back to the Basics,” challenges consumers to make 
home electrical safety assessments a priority.

According to the Consumer Electronics Association, the 
average home today has a minimum of three televisions, two 
DVD players, at least one digital camera, one desktop computer, 
and two cell phones.

Many homes and their electrical systems were built before 
most modern-day home electronics and appliances were even 
invented. Today’s increased demand for energy can overburden 
an older home’s electrical system.

KEM Electric Cooperative offers the following tips to help 
identify and eliminate electrical hazards to protect yourself, your 
family and your home:

• Make sure entertainment centers and computer equipment 
have plenty of space around them for ventilation.

• Use extension cords as a temporary solution, and never as a 
permanent power supply.

• Do not place extension cords in high-traffi c areas, under 
carpets or across walkways, where they pose a potential 
tripping hazard.

• Use a surge protector to protect your computer and 
other electronic equipment from damage caused by 
voltage changes.

• Heavy reliance on power strips is an indication that you 
have too few outlets to address your needs. Have additional 
outlets installed by a qualifi ed, licensed electrician.

• Keep liquids, including drinks, away from electrical items 
such as televisions and computers.

Here, we offer other tips:

BASICS FOR THE KIDS
As the weather warms, kids will soon head outside to play. 

Before they do, teach them a few basic rules about outdoor 
power lines and equipment:

• Never fl y a kite near a power line. Kites could easily become 
tangled in power lines and become energized.

• Don’t climb trees that are near power lines and poles. 
Those branches could be hiding some hazards.

• Stay far away from power lines lying on the ground. 
You can’t tell if electricity is still fl owing through them. 
If there’s water nearby, don’t go in it. Water is the best 
conductor of electricity.

• Obey signs that say “danger” and “keep out” around large 
electrical equipment, like substations. These signs aren’t 
warnings; they’re commands to keep you safe. 

• Never climb a power pole.

OUTDOOR BASICS FOR ADULTS
• If power lines run through your trees, ask KEM Electric 

Cooperative to trim the branches.
• If they’re not already, consider upgrading your outdoor 

receptacles – or any outlets that could come in contact with 
water – to ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). GFCIs 
immediately interrupt power fl ow when a plugged-in device 
comes in contact with water. Regardless, keep your outlets 
and cords dry and covered outside.

• Use only weather-resistant, heavy-duty extension cords 
marked for outdoor use.

• Carefully check the location of all overhead wires before 
using a ladder. All ladders, even those made of wood, that 
contact a power line can shock or electrocute people coming 
in contact with them.

• Unplug outdoor tools and appliances when not in use.
• Inspect power tools and appliances for frayed cords, broken 

plugs and cracked or broken housing. Repair or replace 
damaged items.

• Water does not mix with electricity. Avoid damp conditions  - 
including wet grass - when using electricity.

REMEMBER 811
Remember that power lines and other utilities run 

underground, too. Call 811 to have utility lines marked before you 
start digging.

Go online at www.ndonecall.com or call 800-795-0555 
or 811.

It’s free, it’s simple and it’s the law. ¢
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Use that computer efficiently

If you wonder when you should 
turn off your personal computer 
for energy savings, here are some 

general guidelines to help you make 
that decision.

Though there is a small surge in 
energy when a computer starts, this 
small amount of energy is still less 
than the energy used when a computer 
is running for long periods of time.

For energy savings and 
convenience, consider the following 
guidelines:

• Turn off the monitor if you aren’t 
going to use your computer for 
more than 20 minutes.

• Turn off both the CPU and 
monitor if you’re not going to 
use your computer for more than 
two hours.

Make sure your monitors, printers 
and other accessories are on a power 
strip/surge protector. When this 
equipment is not in use for extended 
periods, turn off the switch on the 

power strip to prevent them from 
drawing power even when shut off. If 
you don’t use a power strip, unplug 
extra equipment when it’s not in use.

Most computers reach the end of 
their “useful” life due to advances in 
technology long before the effects of 
being switched on and off multiple 
times have a negative impact on 
their service life. The less time a 
computer is on, the longer it will 
last. Computers also produce heat, 
so turning them off reduces building 
cooling loads.

USE EXTRA FEATURES
Many computers available today 

come with a sleep mode or power 
management feature. Energy Star 
estimates that using these features will 
save you up to $30 each year on your 
electricity bills. Make sure you have 
the power-down feature set up on 
your computer through your operating 
system software. This has to be done 

by you; the power management 
features usually are not already 
enabled when a computer 
is purchased. 

Energy Star-rated monitors 
consume 2 watts or less in sleep 
mode. Follow the instructions for 
your particular model to ensure power 
management features are enabled 
so your monitor will automatically 
go into sleep mode after a period of 
inactivity. You can save even more 
by manually turning off your monitor 
when you’re not using it; Energy Star-
qualifi ed monitors consume 1 watt or 
less when off.

Note that screen savers are not 
energy savers. Using a screen saver 
may in fact use more energy than 
not using one, and the power-down 
feature may not work if you have a 
screen saver activated. In fact, modern 
LCD color monitors do not need 
screen savers at all. ¢
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March 25, 2014
• Approved the February board 

meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings attended
• Approved one estate retirement
• Heard Innovative Energy

Alliance update

• Teri Wallis, Cooperative Finance 
Corporation, reviewed the Key 
Ratio Trend Analysis

• Approved capital credit allocation 
for 2013

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Offi ce Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM Electric 
Cooperative

Board meeting 
highlights

KEM Electric Cooperative wants to alert its 
members to a scam being directed at utility 
customers across the country. Customers have 
been targeted by scammers claiming to be a 
collections agent. The caller will impersonate 
the utility company, claiming the customer’s 
utility bill is overdue and needs to be paid 
immediately. If refused, the scammer will 
threaten disconnection.

The National Information Solutions 
Cooperative, which develops and supports 
software and hardware for cooperatives from 
its headquarters in Mandan, has had a number 
of reports of this scam from its cooperative 

members across the country, and shares this 
list of generalizations that seem common 
among these cases:

• Sometimes the scammers would have 
the account number and amount due. 
This information may have been obtained 
through some type of social engineering. 

• Typically, a prepaid debit card number 
has been requested. In most cases, 
the scammer even provided a callback 
number in case a prepaid debit card was 
not immediately available.

• The caller ID number has been spoofed to 
look as if it is actually the utility company 
calling.

• Typically, commercial accounts have been 
targeted, as information may be easier 
to obtain.

• Several larger electric utilities have already 
been targeted.

KEM Electric Cooperative encourages all 
members to be aware of this scam. KEM 
Electric Cooperative does call those with 
delinquent accounts to make arrangements for 
payments, however those without delinquent 
accounts are not contacted. If you are unsure 
about the call, hang up and call KEM Electric 
Cooperative directly.

If you have any questions about this 
issue, feel free to contact the KEM Electric 
Cooperative. n

Be alert to scams

Remember Memorial DayRemember Memorial Day
So KEM Electric Cooperative employees can 

observe the holiday with their families, the 
cooperative’s offices will be closed Memorial Day, 
May 26. 

If you experience an outage, please call the 
cooperative’s offices at 701-254-4666 or 
800-472-2673. Your call will be routed to the 
proper contacts and lineworkers will be 
dispatched.
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